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Arshad S Malik 

I am delighted to share with you the fourth edition of our 
biannual newsletter. Here you will find articles and features 
on the different and interesting ways through which CIIT is 
endeavoring to further its global vision for higher education. 
This issue aims hard to encapsulate the rich and wide-ranging 
internationalization efforts of our dedicated faculty, staff, and 
students across all campuses, with deep appreciation and 
encouragement. 

The International Office makes concerted efforts to project a positive image of CIIT to 
its national and international partners, in an attempt to create a highly conducive 
platform for our ambitious faculty and student body for possible cooperative projects in 
future. We hope that through the linkages developed by our office, we may be able to 
benefit students, faculty and staff of the Institute. This newsletter is one such tool!

I appreciate you taking the time to read this edition. Please feel free to bring any 
comments, suggestions or new stories to my attention for future editions

Scholarships for International Students

As part of CIIT’s vision to increase access to learning, we currently offer a variety of 
Scholarships to various foreign governments and organizations in developing nations to 
enable their nationals to study with us. Scholarships for the following countries/ 
organisations are available.

OIC (Organization of the 
Islamic Conference)

COMSATS Headquarters

ISESCO (Islamic Educational,
Scientific & Cultural 
Organization)

Government of Nepal

Governments of 
Mauritius / Seychelles

Government of Sri Lanka

Government of Bhutan

Government of Afghanistan 

Government of Maldives

Government of Myanmar

What's Up!
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 What's Up!

Selected Intellectuals in the President's Program 
for Care of Highly Qualified Overseas Pakistanis

The “President's Program for Care of Highly Qualified Overseas Pakistanis,” popularly 

called PPQP is a program meant to provide a centralized forum that hopes to reverse brain 

drain by providing a platform for our highly qualified expatriates to interact professionally 

with the academia in Pakistan; to help transfer modern cutting edge technologies and 

knowledge; and for capacity building and strengthening of different local departments as 

well as industries to help and improve the pace of country's economy.  We are proud to 

share that so far CIIT has benefited from 31 expatriate consultants. 

All Pakistan Great Debate Competition 

The All Pakistan Great Debate Competition, organized by 

the British High Commission, was held in Islamabad during 

22nd September-10th November 2015. A bright student 

from the Development Studies Department of Abbottabad 

campus,  Ms. Izza Afridi, won the coveted 2nd Position in the 

competition. She took home a whopping cash prize of £1000 

awarded by the British High Commission. Well Done to Ms.  

Afridi! 

As a first step towards collaboration with Russia, Tomsk 

State University in Serbia invited students from across the 

globe to attend its Winter IT School from 6th-20th 

February 2016. Four undergraduate students from the 

Department of Computer Sciences, Islamabad campus 

were selected on merit to attend this training. The school 

will benefit participants by guiding them through a step by 

step process in setting up their own start-up companies and 

venture capitals. We wish the students all the best and hope 

to use this opportunity for continuing our ties with Russia in 

the future.

CIIT Ventures into Russia
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In pursuit of talented faculty
COMSATS Institute has always been keen to send its PhDs were recruited during the Fall of 2015, while the 

young faculty to prestigious universities around the total number of inductions since June 2013 stands at 

world for advanced training. To help realize our more than 200. Almost half of these PhDs are foreign 

cherished goal of borderless learning, CIIT has been qualified, while the rest have earned their degrees from 

sending its young and talented faculty members to the reputed universities indigenously. 

best universities overseas, especially those in 

technologically developed countries. So far, more than Under this program during the first year, scholars are 

1,000 faculty members have proceeded abroad for paid a handsome monthly remuneration. Subsequently, 

advanced training, of which around 400 have returned based on their overall performance and research 

successfully, while remaining 600 are still pursuing their output, these scholars are then inducted at CIIT for 

studies at different stages of completion. longer term under the tenure track system. To 

encourage the interim faculty to contribute to high 

Another channel, most effectively utilized by CIIT to quality research, they are also given a lump sum 

induct trained PhDs is the “Interim Placement of Fresh research start up grant of half a million rupees, besides 

PhDs Program (IPFP)” sponsored by the Higher a travel grant for presenting their research papers in 

Education Commission. Under this program, 23 fresh reputable international conferences.

Christmas Festivities come to Campus 

All religions, arts and sciences are branches of the same tree-Albert Einstein

At CIIT we respect and acknowledge all religious backgrounds, and their ethical and spiritual traditions. With that spirit, a 
stChristmas party was arranged on 21  December last year where our fellow Christian students, both international and local, 

participated with great deal of fervor and enthusiasm. The students were treated to music and Christmas carols. And a 

guest pastor spoke of the significance of the festivity. The partygoers were then treated to a Santa Christmas cake and other 

delicacies. Overall, it was a fun activity that uplifted the spirits of everyone in attendance.
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Comings and Goings

“Young Woman Scientist Camp and Smart Sister 
Workshop 2015, Daejeon South Korea”

 A two-day event titled “Young Woman Scientist Camp and 

Smart Sister Workshop 2015” was held at the University of 

Science and Technology, Daejeon, from 17-19 October 

2015. Among the 61 participants, two women 

scientists/engineers were invited from each member 

nation of APNN (Asia & Pacific Nations Network). Ms. 

Beenish Noor, a Lecturer of Computer Science at Wah 

campus, attended the workshop. The students/ 

researchers from different nations currently studying in 

Korean universities were also present at the event. 

A Journey of a Life Time to Turkey 

Keeping alive the novel tradition set by COMSATS Institute, a visit 
to Turkey was organized by the International Office for the 
students from Abbotabad campus, to provide them exposure to 
another country and culture, spread intercultural harmony and 
deepen their understanding of the educational & research 
opportunities. Arif Awan, from the International Office, along with 
a group of 27 students and 5 faculty members from our 
Abbottabad campus visited Istanbul, Turkey, from 21-31 August 
2015.The ten-day visit included tours of the two leading 
universities in the vicinity of Istanbul, namely Istanbul Technical 
University and Duzce University. 

The group was welcomed by the Istanbul Technical  University's Vice Rector, Prof.  Mehmet SabriÇelik, at their main campus 
located at Ayazaga. The Vice Rector highly appreciated the initiative and vowed to support further collaborative activities. 

Duzce university officials acknowledged the ongoing 
collaborative activities between their university & CIIT and 
suggested further areas of collaboration through the Erasmus 
plus program and discussed the planned launch of a dedicated 
interdisciplinary program specifically with CIIT.

The visit indisputably reasserted CIIT's top management's 
commitment to internationalization, value creation, quality 
improvement, and cross fertilization of ideas.  More importantly, 
the visit made a lasting impression on the participating students 
and staff; equipping them with invaluable cross cultural 
sensitization and indelible learning experiences. 
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Finnish Roving Ambassador comes to town

The Ambassador of Finland to Pakistan, Rauli Suikkanen, no stranger 
to CIIT, during his roving tour of Pakistan, paid a visit to our main 
campus on 10th December last year. During the visit he inaugurated 
the office of Museums Association of Pakistan (MAP). CIIT is a patron of 
the Museums Association of Pakistan, a body of museums and 
museum professionals who work for the improvement of museums in 
the country. Our Sahiwal Campus is playing a key role in this regard. The 
Finnish Museums Association (FMA) and Museums Association of 
Pakistan (MAP) signed an MOU in 2014, as a result of which the 
Montgomery Museum and the Department of Heritage Studies were 
established at the CIIT Sahiwal Campus. It is indeed very important 
for our youth to appreciate their civilizational identity and be familiar 
with the roots of their forefathers.

Dr. Daniel Mattern, the newly posted Country Cultural Affairs Officer along with Nadia Kamran, Senior Cultural Affairs 
Specialist of the U.S. Embassy visited our Islamabad Campus on 15th December. Ms. Katherine Matheson, the Associate 
Program Officer at the U.S. National Academies, who was attending the CIIT-sponsored Frontiers of Information Technology 
(FIT) Conference, also met the embassy officials during her tour of the campus.

This was a get-to-know tour for the visitors where we attempted to showcase the breadth of activities that define both 
academic and student life at CIIT. The visitors toured the various general and research labs, lecture theaters, academic blocks, 
central library, and student services. The visitors evinced particular interest in the 'Cubator 1ne' and the 'Business Incubation 
Center' and appreciated CIIT's efforts in making its research commercially viable to help improve public life and accelerate 
the pace of country's economy. 

Professor Habib Bokhari from Biosciences also met with the visitors at his lab and gave an overview of the wide range of 
research being conducted at CIIT. Dr. Mattern, who prior to joining the State Department taught History, was pleased to find 
out about CIIT's initiatives for the preservation of cultural and historical heritage of Pakistan. The highlight of the tour was an 
informal interaction with the 2nd semester students from the Management Sciences and the interesting Q & A session that 
followed.

The New Cultural Affairs Officer Tours Islamabad Campus
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The Ambassador of Japan to Pakistan, Mr. Hiroshi Inomata, 
visited the CIIT Islamabad Campus on 19th of October, 
2015.  The purpose of the visit was to inaugurate the Japan 
Study Corner at the campus library. The books donated by 
the Nippon Foundation for the corner hope to encourage 
Pakistani youth to learn about the history, architecture, 
culture, economy and education of Japan.

The inauguration was followed by a presentation to apprise 
the guest of the facts and journey of CIIT. Later a candid 
discussion ensued on the way forward in collaboration with 
prestigious Japanese educational institutions, with 
facilitation from the embassy. CIIT looks forward to forging 
more intensive academic connections with Japan in the 
times to come.

The library welcomes the Japanese Ambassador 

Something different 
from Germany: 
for a change, a Poet!

On December 8th 2015, a noted German poet and 
author, Rajvinder Singh, delivered a rather interesting 
talk, titled Seeing with Six Eyes,on campus in Islamabad. 
The visit was sponsored by the German Embassy. 
Originally of Indian origin, Mr. Singh is naturalized in 
Germany, and has been a freelance poet and writer 
with eleven books of German poetry to his credit. He 
was designated as the Stadtschreiber (poet laureate) of 
three German cities: Rheinsberg (1999), Remscheid 
(2004) and Trier (2007). In his talk, Singh addressed the 
problems of mutual understanding between people 
that can arise out of varied perceptions, resulting from 
difference in cultures or ethnicities and how to rise 
above and cherish individual differences. The audience 
thoroughly enjoyed the poet's unique perspectives on 
peaceful co-existence. 

First Joint Pakistan – Belarus 
Young Scientists Forum in Minsk

CIIT together with the Pakistan Academy of Sciences (PAS), 
coordinated with the National Academy of Sciences Belarus 
(NASB), to organize the first ever Joint Pakistan – Belarus Young 
Scientists Forum in Minsk from 4th to 10th October, 2015. A 
major objective of this forum was to initiate communication 
and coordination among early to mid-career scientists and 
researchers of both countries with the intention of creating a 
conducive environment for effective and result oriented joint 
research and collaboration in high priority areas of science & 
technology for realizing the objectives enunciated in the 'Road 
Map of Bilateral Cooperation between Belarus and Pakistan in 
the Short and Medium Term.’

Eighteen early to mid-career researchers, 10 from CIIT, 
participated in the said forum. The participants visited several 
educational and R&D institutions of NASB, Belarus State 
University and Belarusian State University of Informatics & 
Radio-electronics, with which CIIT had previously signed MoUs 
during the official visit of Belarus by the Prime Minister of 
Pakistan in August 2015. The CIIT participants were able to 
identify several areas of mutual interest with each of the 
institutions visited and quite a few joint research proposals have 
been developed and submitted to the respective Ministries.
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International Office Team Members visit Accra, Ghana 
to attend COMSATS HQ Statutory Body Meetings

Two young team members of the International Office 
accompanied the senior participants from Pakistan to 
the 3rd meeting of COMSATS' Consultative Committee 
(26th October) and the 3rd Commission meeting of 
COMSATS (27-28th October) hosted in Accra, Ghana. 
The objective of the visit from the young officers' 
perspective was to set up the first ever CIIT Information 
Help – Desk during the meetings. The Study at CIIT, 
Pakistan FALL 2016 Admissions Campaign and CIIT 
scholarships received great deal of interest and attention 
from the Ghanaian students as well as from the 
representatives of COMSATS member countries. The IO 
team members made maximum use of the opportunity 
and actively liaised with the key officials including the 
Ministry of Environment, Science, Technology and 
Innovation (MESTI); Ghana Chamber of Commerce & Industry; and Ghana Technology University College. We are hoping to 
enhance significantly international students' presence in CIIT from fall 2016 semester, as a result of this venture.

Representatives of 
Deakin University (DU) 
from Down Under visit CIIT 

On 11th November 2015, CIIT Islamabad became host to 
Carl Jones, International Manager and Hassan Shariq, 
Country Representative from Deakin University (DU), 
Australia. DU was established in 1974, as Victoria's fourth 
university and is ranked among top 3% of the world's 
universities in each of three major international rankings. 
Following a guided tour of the campus, a meeting was held 
with the Rector and other senior faculty members to 
explore opportunities for CIIT-DU collaborative 
partnership. The Rector expressed CIIT's interest in 
forging academic and research collaborations with DU 
and possibly sending a students' cricket team to play at 
Deakin. The meeting resulted in a highly beneficial 
exchange of ideas amongst officials and faculty members 
of both institutions. 

Visit from European University 
of Lefke (EUL), North Cyprus
Prof. Dr. Mehmet Ali Yukselen, Rector, and Associate Prof. 
Dr. Carolina Smochina, Vice Rector, from the European 
University of Lefke (EUL), North Cyprus visited CIIT on 
November 10th, 2015. The EUL is a nonprofit university 
founded in 1990 by the Cyprus Science Foundation. It has 
a current enrollment of nearly 7,000 students from 44 
different countries and offers a range of degree programs. 
The delegation was warmly welcomed and took a casual 
stroll around campus. They were impressed by the campus 
ambience and facilities available to the faculty members 
and students. The delegates met with Rector, Dean Faculty 
of Sciences and the Head International Office. Both 
Rectors showed keen willingness for partnership and 
swapped literature and souvenirs as a reminder of the 
brief yet warm visit.
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Between 24-26 August 2015 Dr. Ehsan Ullah Munir, Head Computer 
Science, Wah campus, attended the 7th IEEE International Workshop on 
Multicore and Multithreaded Architectures and Algorithms (M2A2 2015) 
and the 17th IEEE International Conference on High Performance 
Computing and Communications (HPCC 2015) at Pace University New 
York, USA. The conference had several interesting sessions on different 
HPC issues and challenges, like visualization and classification of Big Data, 
Peta and Exa-scale computing, Productive Extreme Computing, and Smart 
Grids. 

CIIT Wah visits Pace University New York, USA.

Solo Painting Exhibition of Trade Representative of the 

Russian Federation, Mr. Yuri Kozlov

A two-day Solo Painting Exhibition of Russian Artist and 
Trade Representative of the Russian Federation in 
Pakistan, Mr. Yuri Kozlov, was held at COMSAT Art 
Gallery (CAG) during 22-23 December 2015. Art lovers 
from all walks of life were in attendance.  The Exhibition 
was hosted by the Association of Pakistani Graduates 
from Russia & CIS in joint collaboration with CAG and 
the International Office. 

The ambassador of the Russian Federation, H.E. Alexey 
Dedov, was invited as the Guest of Honor to inaugurate 
the exhibition. The Ambassador of Belarus, H.E. Andrei Ermolovich, also accompanied the Russian Ambassador among several 
other dignitaries from the diplomatic circles. Parliamentarian, Senator Ms. Sehar Kamran, was also among the guests who 
visited the exhibition and spoke regarding the growing ties between the two countries. 

Rector attends The 

20th Session of FUIW's 

Executive Council 

Dr. S. M Junaid Zaidi, Rector CIIT, attended the 20th Session 
of the Executive Council of the Federation of Universities 
of the Islamic World (FUIW) in Riyadh, KSA, from 15th to 
16th December 2015, along with participants from 12 
other member countries. During the session ongoing 
activities of the General Secretariat of FUIW were 
discussed. On the sidelines the Rector held meetings with 
the Pakistan's Ambassador in Saudi Arabia, to apprise him 
about the contributions being made by CIIT in enhancing 
its global foot print and to seek his support in encouraging 
academic linkages between CIIT and reputed HEIs of 
KSA.A meeting with the OIC Assistant Secretary General 
was also held in Jeddah where deliberations focused on 
ways to bring about a dramatic increase in the number of 
international students coming to CIIT for study under the 
aegis of OIC.

Chinese Geoscientists visited 

CIIT Abbottabad campus
Following the MoU signed between the Department of 
Earth Sciences at CIIT Abbottabad campus and the 
Institute of Geomechanics, Chinese Academy of Geological 
Sciences, Beijing China, a group of Chinese Geoscientists 
visited the campus and shared their ongoing project work 
in Northern Pakistan. The visit included signing of another 
MoU for research collaboration with the Department of 
Earth Sciences. 



Dr. Abdul Wahab, Assistant Professor of Mathematics from Wah 
Campus, attended the 3rd Heidelberg Laureate Forum from 23-
29August 2015 at the University of Heidelberg, Germany. The 
Heidelberg Laureate Forum is an annual meeting bringing together 
winners of the most prestigious scientific awards in Mathematics 
(Abel Prize, Fields Medal and Nevanlinna Prize) and Computer 
Science (ACM Turing Award) with a select group of highly talented 
young researchers. It was a matter of prestige for CIIT to be a part of 
this forum. Making optimum advantage of his presence, Dr. Wahab also 
attended a workshop on Applied Harmonic Analysis and Sparse 
Approximation. The workshop was held by renowned German 
Mathematicians to discuss recent developments in the field. 
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Women; Changing The World 
It is a matter of great pride for us 
that Ambassador (R) Fauzia 
Nasreen, head of the Center for 
Policy Studies, has been included in 
the list of top 17 leading women by 
the Institute of Inclusive Security. 
Inclusive Security's bold goal is to 
change the international security 
paradigm. Sustainable peace is 
possible only when those who 
shape policy include women and 
other affected groups in the 
prevention and transformation of violent conflict. Guided by 
this belief and vision, the Institute for Inclusive Security's 
mission is to increase the participation of al l 
stakeholders—particularly women—in preventing, resolving, 
and rebuilding after deadly conflicts. 

We are proud of you madam!

Third Heidelberg Laureate Forum

A Conference titled Engineering Tomorrow: Preparing our 
next Generation was organized by the Southern Asia Region 
Institute of Mechanical Engineers(ImechE) in Sri Lanka from 
19-24 November 2015. Prof. Dr. Muhammad Abid, Chairman 
Mechanical Engineering and Director of Interdisciplinary 
Research Center, CIIT Wah Campus led a seven-member 
delegation from Pakistan at the Conference. The IMechE 
Pakistan Group is a growing body of students & engineers 
who stand for professionalism with an outlook for 
continuous development and contribution to the society. It 
has planned several such international activities to benefit 
the scientific community in particular and society at large.

“Engineering Tomorrow: Preparing our next Generation" 
organized by ImechE Southern Asia Region in Sri Lanka

Lakehead University 

Canada Visits CIIT 

The Director of International Office –Lakehead 
University, Canada, Ms. Leigh Ellen, visited CIIT 
Islamabad Campus on Thursday 4th February 2016. 
Lakehead University is 50 years old and offers 
undergraduate and graduate programs in various 
disciplines. It is among the top 3 universities in Canada 
for undergraduate research. Ms. Leigh Ellen took a 
tour of the campus and met faculty members from 
Electrical Engineering, Computer Sciences and 
Humanities departments. She discussed the 
scholarship opportunities and exchange programs for 
the faculty and students at CIIT. She guided the team of 
CIIT on how to benefit from the programs of 
Lakehead University. 
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Year 2015 in Retrospect

Pak China Business Forum 2015
CIIT has always been a trail blazer in launching innovative initiatives. In 
that spirit CIIT came up with the concept of a crafting a platform for 
Industry – Academia interactions for the business and economy sectors 
for mutual benefit and synergy. Hence the first ever Pak- China Business 
Forum (PCBF) was organized in March 2012. Since then the event has 
been held annually. In the forum of March 2015, more than 100 Pakistani 
and 130 Chinese companies displayed their products and numerous B2B 
meetings were arranged between the Chinese and local entrepreneurs. 
General public as well as students and academicians showed keen 
interest in the event. Now with the launching of the China Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC) in 2015,a diverse range of opportunities are 
beginning to crop up from the linkages that CIIT has been able to forge 
with the Chinese companies and conglomerates since 2012 for a 
potentially powerful windfall. The next PCBF is planned at Lahore from March 19-22, 2016.

SAICON 2015
The South Asian International Conference (SAICON) is an 
annual conference organized by the Management Sciences 
Department of CIIT Islamabad, which is the custodian of 
the South Asian Chapter of the Academy for Global 
Business Advancement (AGBA). SAICON is a platform 
through which contemporary and developing ideas on 
business, economics, and social sciences are deliberated 
together with an excellent opportunity for researchers and 
professionals to network and discuss market changes and 
transformations which are shaping the market 
demographics. CIIT hosted the 7th SAICON in August 
2015. The theme of the conference was: Meeting the 
Challenge: Navigating the Future. The next SAICON is 
scheduled for 19th-21st  August 2016.

 The Center of Islamic Finance, established by CIIT Lahore, 
proudly hosted the 3rd Global Forum on Islamic Finance 
(GFIF), in March 2015. GFIF provides a platform to scholars 
and experts from all over the world to share new ideas on 
Islamic finance and related matters. It also acts as a medium 
for all participants to quench their desire to stay abreast of 
the current trends and practices in the field of Islamic 
finance. The 4th Forum is now planned to be held in Lahore 
from March 8th – 9th, 2016.

Global Forum on 

Islamic Finance 2015
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News In Numbers 

1 ACU student from Nigeria joined as 3rd 
ACU scholar in Spring 2016 (Islamabad)

3  CI IT-TWAS researchers  have  
successfully completed their PhD research 
from departments of Physics (Islamabad), 
Chemistry and Pharmacy (Abbottabad)

4 International students (from Nigeria, Jordan 
and Germany ) joined CIIT in Spring 2016

1 German student joined BS-Physics 
program as exchange student (Islamabad)
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VC Forum 2015
Islamic universities across the globe are facing tremendous global challenges 
which include issues likefinancial stability, race for good quality talent (both 
students and faculty), creation of new knowledge, linkages with universities 
around the globe, role of university leadership, linkages with industry, quality 
and accreditation, and the likes. Realizing these challenges, Ministry of Science 
and Technology, Ministry of Education, Trainings & Standards in Higher 
Education, the Higher Education Commission (HEC), the Islamic Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization (ISESCO), the Federation of Universities of 
the Islamic World (FUIW) and COMSATS Institute jointly organized a Vice 
Chancellors' Forum on Universities in the Islamic World: Facing Global 
Challenges in February 2015 in Islamabad. The event was well received with 
over whelming participation by the Vice Chancellors/Rectors/Presidents of the universities of the Islamic world including 
Pakistan. The next Forum is slated to be held  in September 2016.

Through relations developed at the VC Forum with Turkish universities, five (5) faculty members of CIIT were able to visit 
selected universities in Turkey under the Mevlana Exchange Program of the Turkish government. Also six(6) CIIT students from 
Computer Engineering, Islamabad campus spent Fall 2015 Semester under the same program.

International Conference on 
Frontiers of Information Technology 2015
The International Conference on Frontiers of Information Technology (FIT) has been successfully organized annually since 
2003. The conference focuses on key developments in the field of IT which are transforming fields as diverse as healthcare, 
science, entertainment, government, commerce, international trade, education, research and many others.  

FIT'15 was held in December, 2015 at Islamabad with the main theme of Smart University: Myths and Realities. This was the 
13th edition of the conference. The conference provided invaluable networking opportunities to leading and aspiring IT 
professionals, experts and researchers to come together and discuss major breakthroughs and advances in IT. The 
conference was sponsored by IEEE, the world's largest professional association advancing innovation and technological 

excellence in the field of electrical engineering for the benefit of 
humanity. The conference spanned over 31 technical sessions, which 
were chaired by renowned academicians. These sessions were a clear 
cut indication that research culture in our academic institutions is 
now firmly on an upward swing.
 
FIT has also given rise to the Best IT Innovation Award (BITA) since 
2012.BITA recognizes and encourages creativity in the field of IT and 
IT applications. It is a platform to challenge Pakistan's brightest minds 
and encourage and identify individuals, organizations and companies 
whose innovations would inexorably drive the country toward a 
truly knowledge based economy. The next FIT will be held from 19th-
21st December,  2016



International Office
COMSATS Institute of Information Technology, Park Road, Tarlai Kalan, Islamabad, Pakistan

COMSATS Institute of
Information Technology

ww3.comsats.edu.pk/Internationaloffice/

io@comsats.edu.pk +92-51-90495278

Share your news, stay in touch!

UN Climate Conference (COP21) in Paris

Climate change is a stark reality with unbounded fury to ravage the world's delicately 
balanced eco-systems and endanger the very existence of human kind. To address 
these challenges the UN Climate Conference (COP21—Conference of Parties21) was 

th thheld in Paris from 30  November to 12  December 2015. Over 150 world leaders 
along with 40,000 delegates from 196 countries participated in the conference to 
discuss the effects of climate change and reach an agreement on the steps to deal with 
its adverse effects. CIIT's Center for Climate Research and Development (CCRD) was 
included as a part of the official delegation from the Ministry of Climate Change, 
Pakistan, reposing its confidence in the efforts and contributions under the leadership 
of Mr. Shahid Kamal and his dedicated team to address the issues related to Climate 
Change in Pakistan. Many important decisions to reduce the adverse effects of climate 
change were made during this conference. CCRD will continue to work in 
collaboration with other national and international partner institutions and 
organizations in an effort to mitigate the ill effects of climate change.

News In Brief 

UNESCO Approves Category 2 Center for Regional Water 
Research on Hydrology of Headwater Catchments at Abbottabad Campus

UNESCO has on 3rd November 2015 UNESCO General Conference (Paris, privileged to have the UNESCO's 
approved the establishment of a November 2015). The Executive Board Water Chair at its Wah campus 
Category 2 Center of Regional Water also authorized the Director-General established in February, 2014. The 
Research on Hydrology of Headwater to sign a corresponding agreement to Science Sector coordination meeting 
Catchments, under its patronization, at fo rma l i z e  the  e s t ab l i s hment . of UNESCO Category 2 Centers will 
CIIT Abbottabad campus on the UNESCO's recognition and auspices take place from 16 - 18 May 2016 in 
proposal pitched by the Government for approving the Category 2 Center is Beijing, China.
of Pakistan. The approval was made an international honor and recognition 
during the 38th session of the for CIIT. Previously CIIT also has been 

Dr. Saeed Ahmad, Advisor (Academics) and Head Civil 
Engineering Department at Wah attended an International 
Conference titled “CSE–IRED” at Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 

th thfrom26  to 27  September 2015 for a presentation of his 
research paper:“The role of Dolomite Powder on the Properties 
of Self-Compacting Concrete.”The conference covered areas 
like light weight aggregate concrete, manhole effects on 
seismic response of steel chimneys, alternatives in shear 
reinforcements in Reinforced concrete beams, seismic 
analysis of non-structural elements, and the role of 
dolomite powder on properties of self-compacting 
concrete.

International Conference 
at Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 

CIIT has quite seriously enlarged its scope of activities 
within its brief history, now including in its fold is the field of 
health sciences. A team of young students from the 
department of Bio-sciences won the first prize out of more 
than 150 posters based on the theme of “Fragile Health 
System: Issues and Challenges in Pakistan–Harnessing 
Opportunities” at the 6th Annual Public Health Scientific 

thConference held on 11 December 2015 in Islamabad. The 
conference was jointly organized by different UN 
organizations like the WHO, UNICEF and UNFPA. The 
poster was titled “Metallo Beta Lactamase in Hospital 
Setting: Molecular Surveillance.”

CIIT's Impactful Foray into the field 

of Health Sciences
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