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Message from Chief Editor
It is my great pleasure and privilege to present to you the eighth 
edition of C-Global- the biannual publication from the 
International Office meant to update its readers on the many 
interesting internationally focused news, events and activities 
that occur at our campuses throughout the academic term. 

This issue is a brief account of the many events held from 
November 2017- April 2018. This term has been one which has 
given us many reasons to rejoice and celebrate! The best news of this year has been 
the elevation of CIIT to the status of a full-ledged university. It is indeed a proud 
moment for the COMSATS family and a momentous cause to celebrate as it truly 
reects the soundness of our two-decade long journey, reaffirms our strategic 
direction for the future and positions us for long-term successes. 

I always hope that you enjoy reading our newsletter as much as we enjoy compiling 
it.  I would like to hear from you as well as your valuable suggestions on improving 
our newsletter further. I sincerely extend my thanks to contributors and look forward 
for continuous support and patronage.                                                                                                                   
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Breaking News

With great pride and joy, we announce that, with the grace of God, CIIT 
has been upgraded to the coveted status of a University by the 
Parliament of Pakistan.  

The President of Pakistan the Honorable Mamnoon Hussain conferred 
his assent to the bill for COMSATS University, as passed by Senate and 
the National Assembly, on 24th April, and notified as such on 26th April 
2018. 

Sending his heartfelt felicitations to all on achieving this milestone, 
Federal Minister Science and Technology/Chancellor CIIT (now Pro 
Chancellor CU), Honorable Rana Tanveer Hussain exclaimed that 
“upgradation of CIIT as a University is an apt testament of the 
Government of Pakistan's strong commitment to a prosperous 
knowledge-based society, where all people benefit from the fruits of our 
investment in knowledge.”

Rector, Prof. Dr. Raheel Qamar said “the much-awaited transition from 
an institute to a university truly reects the dedication, commitment and 
hard work of our people who have worked tirelessly in making CU 
Pakistan's leading teaching and research institution. I am confident that 
with its upgraded status COMSATS University will continue to raise the 
standards of education and research in Pakistan at a much faster 
speed.”

COMSATS Institute of Information Technology (CIIT) 
transforms into COMSATS University (CU)
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A crucial  role of 
un ivers i t i es  i s  to 
g e n e r a t e  n e w 
knowledge. CU has 
long been striving to 
establish itself as the 
country ' s  leading 
research intensive 
h igher educat ion 
institution. CU prides 
itself for being ranked 
n u m b e r  o n e  i n 
Pakistan for research 
by Nature Index and 
having the largest pool of doctoral faculty in Pakistan, above 1,100 
faculty members. CU has now achieved a major milestone of 
becoming the most productive research institution by becoming the 
very first university of the country to have produced more than 2,000 
impact factor journal publications in the calendar year 2017. 

Previously, CU had crossed the psychological barrier of publishing 
more than 1,500 research papers in 2016, and yet before that, more 
than 1,000 in year 2015. 

Most recently our researchers have also won nine research awards, the 
highest numbers of awards won by a single institution, at the 6th HEC 
Outstanding Research Awards ceremony held in March 2018.  These 
are indeed apt testaments to the sheer caliber and dedication of our 
amazing faculty and researchers that has enabled CU to be 
consistently achieving these milestones. 

Pakistan's Most Productive University for Research

CU Jumps Times Higher Education Asian University 
Rankings 

It is also owing to this amazing research output that 
CU made another significant jump in i ts 
international rankings, a staggering 25 places up 
from 150th position in 2017 to 125th in the latest 
Times Higher Education Asian Universities Rankings 
announced in February this year. This achievement 
was mainly the result of a significant improvement in 
our research citation scores.

COMINGS & GOINGS
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New Ambassador of France, H.E. Dr. Marc Baréty, 
assumed his duties in Pakistan in late 2017. Dr. Barety 
has been decorated with prestigious French awards of 
Officer of the National Order of Merit and Chevalier of 
the Legion of Honor. He is uent in English and Arabic. 
The Ambassador was invited to visit CU along with the 
Higher Education Attaché, Mr. Sebastien Cartier on 
March 26, 2018. The purpose of the visit was to further 
bolster CU's linkages with France and strengthen the 
engagement with the French Embassy in Islamabad. 

The Ambassador met with the Rector and several other 
senior officials and selected French alumni. After the 
meeting the Ambassador delivered a talk to the students 
and faculty on Pakistan-France Relations. Mr. Sebastien 
Cartier also delivered a detailed and comprehensive 
presentation on “Educational opportunities in France”

CU Welcomes the New French Ambassador

Romanian Ambassador Celebrates Romania's Centennial Year at CU
The modern state of Romania was established on December 1, 1918. The year 2018 has been therefore marked the 
centennial year for Romania, to celebrate which the Ambassador of Romania, H.E. Mr. Nicolae Goia along with his 
Counsellor / Deputy Head Mission, Mr. Laurentiu Ciocan, paid a visit to CU Islamabad campus on 16th March 
2018. 

The Ambassador delivered a multidimensional talk for 
students of the International Relations program on 
Romania and spoke openly about the Pakistan-Romanian 
Relations. He said that Romania is a country with 
traditions very similar to Pakistan and is a nation where 
East meets West. He mentioned that Romania appreciates 
Pakistan's fight against terrorism. Romania supported 
Pakistan in its bid for non-permanent membership of the 
UN Security Council. The Ambassador said that Pakistan 
must transform itself from a political nation to an 
economic nation and committed that Romania is willing to 
make investment and offer assistance like it has done in 
the past while establishing the oil refinery and tractor 
factory in Karachi and cement factory in Lasbela and 
Kohat. His Excellency highlighted that Romania is the 
fastest growing economy in Europe with a per capita GDP 
of US $22,000 and Pakistan too is a fast-growing 

economy in the region. He placed full confidence that with dedicated efforts the current bilateral trade of US $130 
million would be raised to US $500 million very soon.

Regarding Romanian academic institutions, the Ambassador said that the state universities are very good and 
around 200 Pakistani students are currently studying in Romania in disciplines like medicine, engineering and IT. He 
said that Bucharest is the capital of IT and has the top fourth position in the internet speed in the world. He further said 
that Romania is facing shortage of skilled and unskilled manpower and is looking to fill many positions from outside 
Romania.

Director DAAD On Studying In Germany 
To provide information about academic and research 
opportunities available in Germany, the International Office in 
collaboration with the German Embassy organized a briefing 
session titled “Studying in Germany” on 30th of November 2017 
in the Junaid Zaidi Library. In the session students, faculty and 
staff were given detailed information about educational and 
research opportunities in Germany.

Mr. Lars Berg Meyer, Director DAAD Islamabad Office, served as 
the resource person. Mr. Meyer was welcomed by Dr. Arshad 
Malik, Head IO along with other IO Officials. Mr. Meyer 
explained that the process for preparing to study in Germany 
starts by visiting the official DAAD website. He delivered a 
detailed and comprehensive presentation on “Study and 
Research” in Germany including the educational opportunities 
under DAAD as well as funding opportunities by other German 
organizations. 

CU Wins the Global Good Governance 3G Award 
for Excellence in Research 

In the recently held 
G l o b a l  G o o d 
Governance (3G) 
Awards in Malaysia, 
CU won the award 
for  Exce l lence in 
Research for 2018. 
L e a d e r s  f r o m 
corporate, social and 
philanthropy sectors 
participated in the 
award ceremony. The 

ceremony was held in Kuala Lumpur on April 23, 2018.

“Winning the 3G Research Excellence Award truly goes to the heart of 
who we are, a research-intensive university. This recognition 
underscores high-quality research being conducted at CU and the 
sheer hard work of our dedicated faculty and researchers who strive for 
excellence through creation, preservation, dissemination and 
application of knowledge.” Rector CU
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The 21st Meeting of COMSATS Coordinating Council was hosted by COMSATS' Center 
of Excellence in Kazakhstan, the Al-Farabi Kazakh National University (KazNU) from 
3rd-4th April 2018. Other than CU, the meeting was attended by the council 
members/representatives from 14 Centers of Excellence of COMSATS: BCSIR-
Bangladesh, Embrapa Agrobiologia-Brazil, CIF-Colombia, NRC-Egypt, IROST-
Iran, ICENS-Jamaica, KazNU-Kazakhstan, NMC-Nigeria, ITI-Sri Lanka, IRCC-
Sudan, HIAST-Syria, TIRDO-Tanzania, and CERTE-Tunisia. The representatives of 
SESRIC-Turkey, Edibon International-Spain and ICGEB-Italy also participated in 
the meeting as observers. 

On behalf of CU a four-member delegation comprising of Prof. Dr. Raheel 
Qamar, Rector, Dr. Arshad S. Malik, Head International Office, Waqas Afridi, 
Deputy Registrar and Rumla Tahir, Program Officer partook in the meeting.  
Moreover, the meeting was attended by the Deputy Director-General of the 
Tianjin Institute of Industrial Technology (TIB), China, in connection with TIB's 
request for induction in COMSATS' Network of International S&T Centers of 
Excellence. 

Each year the prestigious statutory body meetings act as an opportune event and 
perfect platform to get in direct contact with the representatives of COMSATS 
member countries under a single roof. During the meeting, CU signed two 
Intents of Cooperation for broad-based collaboration; one with the host 
institution Al-Farabi KazNU and another with National Research Center (NRC) 
Egypt. 

21st COMSATS Coordinating Council Meeting Hosted by Al-Farabi Kazakh National 
University in Almaty Kazakhstan. 

Meeting with Secretary General, African-Asian Rural Development 
Organization (AARDO)
Eng. Wassfi Hassan El-Sreihin, Secretary General, African–Asian Rural Development Organization (AARDO) paid 
his third visit to CU on December 11, 2017. He had earlier visited  CU in December 2014 and December 2016. Mr. 
Israr Muhammad Khan, Director National Centre for Rural Development (NCRD) Pakistan was accompanying the 
Secretary General.

The Secretary General AARDO met with the Rector, 
Director Virtual Campus, Director P.D. & HRD, Deputy 
Registrar ISA and other officials.  Rector offered expertise 
of CU in fields of e-Learning, Biotechnology, 
Environmental Sciences & Water Sanitation, Physics and 
Computer Science. He also offered to host a workshop at 
CU for AARDO's nominated group.  Secretary General 
acknowledged the efforts and contributions of CU in the 
fields of education and research and expressed his 
interest to enrich the Data Bank of AARDO by inviting 
experts from Agriculture and its related disciplines from 
CU for possible utilization of their expertise on need basis.
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A 14-member delegation from Maldives under SAARC 
umbrella visited Islamabad campus under the aegis of 
Higher Education Commission. The visiting delegates 
comprised of senior academics from the higher 
education sector of Maldives as well as government 
representatives. Dr. Arshad Malik, Head (IO) along with 
other officials welcomed the delegation on campus.  

The delegation took a detailed campus tour and was led 
to the Rector's Conference Room where Deans of 
Sciences, Business Administration and Engineering had 
gathered. The meeting was chaired by the Rector, CU 
Prof. Dr. Raheel Qamar. A round of brief introductions of 
all the participants took place and a brief presentation 
about CU was delivered by Rumla Tahir. Subsequently 
discussions focused on the factors behind the 
remarkable growth and progress of CU and on different 
aspects of potential collaborations between the 
Maldivian HEIs and CU. The delegates appreciated the 
CU's growth in a short span of time and enquired about 
the strategic plans of the university. 

The delegation also met with the recently retired 
Pakistani Ambassador to Maldives, Vice Admiral 
(retired) Khawar Ali. The delegates expressed gratitude 
over warm reception and hospitality extended by CU. 
They were hopeful that the Maldivian side would try to 
make the best use of the offer of support from CU and 
the HEC for synergistic growth.

A delegation from Northwest Polytechnical University Xi'An 
China visited CU Abbottabad campus on January 14, 2018. 
The delegates included Dr. Airong Qian (Associate Dean, 
School of Life Sciences) along with four other Professors and   
Dr. Linqi Zhu, Director of IAF Select Committee on Satellite 
Commercial Applications Asia Pacific Office, and CEO of 
Global Aerospace and Telecom Consulting Ltd.

Director of the Campus, Professor Dr. Arshad Pervez, welcomed 
the delegates. Dr. Qaisar Mahmood presented the details on 
the structure and research at Abbotabad. The delegates 
discussed the matters of mutual collaboration, student 
exchange, holding of joint conferences and establishment of 
joint research laboratory at COMSATS Abbottabad. Delegation 
also visited research labs of Chemistry Department. They 
appreciated the research facilities and research atmosphere at  
Abbottabad Campus.

A 16-member high-level delegation comprising of Vice 
Chancellors/Rectors and international office 
representatives from the some of the most renowned 
Italian universities visited CU on 20th March 2018. The 
delegation comprising of representatives of University 
of Rome-Tor Vergata, La Spienza University-Rome, 
Ca'Foscari University of Venice, University of Iuav, 
Venice, Politecnico Di Milano, Conservatory of Milan 
and Albertina Academy of Fine Arts Torino, met with the 
Rector CU and several other senior academics and 
Italian alumni.  Through a brief power-point 
presentation, CU was introduced to the delegates as a 
young, reputed, fast growing, research focused and 
internationally oriented institution.

Rector mentioned CU's close linkages with several 
Italian universities. The delegation was pleased to know 
about the many mobilities availed with the University of 
Padova under Erasmus Mundus program.  The head of 
the Italian delegation, Prof. Federico Cinquepalmi, 
expressed keen desire for a holistic collaboration in a 
number of disciplines i.e. STEHAM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Humanities, Arts, & 
Mathematics).

Delegation from Northwest Polytechnical University Xi'an China Visits Abbottabad Campus

Maldives Delegation Visit Italian Delegation Comes to CU 
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CU has become the first public sector university to add 
100 KW of solar power to the national grid.  Net 
Metering provides incentives to common people to not 
only generate solar energy for their personal use but 
also sell it to the government and get good returns.

Prime Minister Shahid Khaqan Abbasi, was invited to 
officially launch the consumer-friendly 'Net-Metering 
Framework' at Islamabad Campus on 3rd January 
2018. The Prime Minister termed the launch of CU's 
improved net metering system a milestone and said it 
would go a long way in helping the government 
provide cleaner energy to those consumers who are not 
generating their own power. He stated that the potential 
of net-metering is vast and would lead to better returns 
on investment. He added that the country is now 
utilizing a healthier diversified energy mix of hydel, nuclear, coal, LNG powered besides solar and wind generation.

He further said that load shedding has drastically reduced as the demand supply gap has diminished and the only 
issues that remain are related to transmission and distribution which are now being addressed. Net-metering also 
has the potential to bring Pakistan a step closer towards achieving its global climate change commitments.

CU under the patronage of the Ministry of 
Science & Technology, Government of 
Pakistan, hosted the Second Joint Pakistan-
Belarus Young Scientists' Forum in Islamabad, 
Pakistan from 17th to 22nd December 2017.

While the maiden forum was hosted by the 
National Academy of Sciences Belarus 
(NASB) at Minsk in October 2015, the 
purpose of holding this reciprocal forum in 
Pakistan was to demonstrate the high quality 
of research being conducted in Pakistan and 
help identify and maximize opportunities for 
joint collaboration in high priority areas of 
science and technology, forge significant 
researcher- to - researcher  l inks  and 
s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  c o o r d i n a t i o n  a n d 
communication among the young early to 
mid-career scientists and researchers of both 
countries.

Ten young scientists from a wide range of 
disciplines of various Belarusian universities 
and the research institutions of the NASB 
partook in this emerging forum; namely 
Alexey Keltskov, Anna Hadarovich, Anton 
Martinov, Andrei Bandalouski, Aksana 
Paulava, Egor Kaniukov, Dmitriy Shiman, 
Pavel Krasochka, Volha Alisiyonak and Ilya 
Baryskevich. 

Second Joint Pakistan-Belarus Young Scientists' Forum 
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On December 12, 2017 a delegation of 23 foreign 
diplomats from Asia, Europe and Africa undergoing the 
25th Junior Diplomatic Course at the Foreign Service 
Academy visited COMSATS University. Foreign Service 
Academy is the training arm of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, Pakistan. This was the second visit arranged at 
CU by FSA to expose the trainee diplomats to a high 
quality educational institution in Pakistan. 

The diplomats were welcomed by the International 
Office, Department of Management Sciences, and the 
Center of Policy Studies. They met with the Rector and 
later visited the Electrical Engineering and Computer 
Science laboratories and evinced keen interest in the 
scholarly work being conducted in these departments. 
Following this the guests were taken to the Junaid Zaidi 
Library where they were informed about the group 
study rooms, online e-books and journals, mobile app for library access, research cubicles and video conferencing 
facilities available at the library for university students, staff and faculty.

The diplomats then assembled in the Video Conference Room where they were given a general presentation on CU 
and presentations were also given on the working of the Center for Policy Studies and the Center for Climate 
Research and Development (CCRD).

COMSATS University was visited on 27 April by a high-
level delegation, representing some of the best Chinese 
universities, including Tsinghua University, Beijing, 
Tongji University, Shanghai, Sichuan University, 
Chengdu, Tianjin University, Tianjin, Beijing University 
of Technology, University of Science & Technology of 
China, Hefei and also representatives from the China 
Civil Engineering Construction Corporation (CCEC). 
The delegation was on a visit to Pakistan to better 
understand how Pakistani higher education works, and 
ultimately, to facilitate collaboration in the fields of 
education, science and technology between both our 
countries.

The delegation was warmly welcomed to CU by Head 
International Office, Dr. Arshad S. Malik and Chairman Electrical Engineering, Prof. Dr. Junaid Mughal. The 
delegates then met with the faculty of Electrical Engineering. Dr. Fasih Uddin Butt gave a brief presentation to 
highlight the achievements of CU, its strengths and possible areas of collaboration. Dr. Malik also highlighted CU's 
strong existing linkages with China and Chinese HEI's. The Chinese side also demonstrated keen interest to further 
enhance the bilateral framework of cooperation with CU. The meeting helped to strengthen already very strong links 
with China and to identify common areas of interest.

Top Ranked Chinese Universities Visit CU

ERASMUS+ is a very prestigious mobility program funded by the European Union. Besides cooperation with leading 
universities located at Western Europe, CIIT is very fortunate to have established framework agreements with two 
leading Turkish universities namely Middle East Technical University (METU) and Istanbul Sehir University for student 
exchange under this fully funded program. Many of our students have gone to these two universities and describe 
their mobility as a complete life changing experience. Currently on the exchange are Ms. Maham Fatima (BS 
Psychology) and Ms. Amina Mughal (BS Bio-Sciences) at METU and Mr. Zuhair Hassan Shah (BE EE) at Istanbul Sehir 
University. 

ERASMUS+ Experience

Pattern Recognition in Intelligent Systems Seminar 
Pattern recognition (PR) is one of the key capabilities in human intelligence. Machines equipped with a PR unit can 
sense environment, thus PR is often integrated in intelligent systems to acquire information and assist in decisions 
and human-machine interactions. 

Department of Electrical Engineering at Wah Campus arranged a talk entitled “Pattern Recognition in Intelligent 
Systems” on March 28, 2018. The guest speaker was Dr. Ibrahim Faye from the University of Technology PETRONAS, 
Malaysia. In his talk Dr. Faye spoke broadly about the fundamental aspects of Intelligent Pattern Recognition (IPR) 
and applications.

7C-Global Newsletter 2018

CU Adds 100KW of Solar Power to the National Grid

WHAT'S UP
Foreign Trainee Diplomats Come Calling on CU



CU has become the first public sector university to add 
100 KW of solar power to the national grid.  Net 
Metering provides incentives to common people to not 
only generate solar energy for their personal use but 
also sell it to the government and get good returns.
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CU under the patronage of the Ministry of 
Science & Technology, Government of 
Pakistan, hosted the Second Joint Pakistan-
Belarus Young Scientists' Forum in Islamabad, 
Pakistan from 17th to 22nd December 2017.

While the maiden forum was hosted by the 
National Academy of Sciences Belarus 
(NASB) at Minsk in October 2015, the 
purpose of holding this reciprocal forum in 
Pakistan was to demonstrate the high quality 
of research being conducted in Pakistan and 
help identify and maximize opportunities for 
joint collaboration in high priority areas of 
science and technology, forge significant 
researcher- to - researcher  l inks  and 
s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  c o o r d i n a t i o n  a n d 
communication among the young early to 
mid-career scientists and researchers of both 
countries.

Ten young scientists from a wide range of 
disciplines of various Belarusian universities 
and the research institutions of the NASB 
partook in this emerging forum; namely 
Alexey Keltskov, Anna Hadarovich, Anton 
Martinov, Andrei Bandalouski, Aksana 
Paulava, Egor Kaniukov, Dmitriy Shiman, 
Pavel Krasochka, Volha Alisiyonak and Ilya 
Baryskevich. 

Second Joint Pakistan-Belarus Young Scientists' Forum 

6 C-Global Newsletter 2018

On December 12, 2017 a delegation of 23 foreign 
diplomats from Asia, Europe and Africa undergoing the 
25th Junior Diplomatic Course at the Foreign Service 
Academy visited COMSATS University. Foreign Service 
Academy is the training arm of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, Pakistan. This was the second visit arranged at 
CU by FSA to expose the trainee diplomats to a high 
quality educational institution in Pakistan. 

The diplomats were welcomed by the International 
Office, Department of Management Sciences, and the 
Center of Policy Studies. They met with the Rector and 
later visited the Electrical Engineering and Computer 
Science laboratories and evinced keen interest in the 
scholarly work being conducted in these departments. 
Following this the guests were taken to the Junaid Zaidi 
Library where they were informed about the group 
study rooms, online e-books and journals, mobile app for library access, research cubicles and video conferencing 
facilities available at the library for university students, staff and faculty.

The diplomats then assembled in the Video Conference Room where they were given a general presentation on CU 
and presentations were also given on the working of the Center for Policy Studies and the Center for Climate 
Research and Development (CCRD).

COMSATS University was visited on 27 April by a high-
level delegation, representing some of the best Chinese 
universities, including Tsinghua University, Beijing, 
Tongji University, Shanghai, Sichuan University, 
Chengdu, Tianjin University, Tianjin, Beijing University 
of Technology, University of Science & Technology of 
China, Hefei and also representatives from the China 
Civil Engineering Construction Corporation (CCEC). 
The delegation was on a visit to Pakistan to better 
understand how Pakistani higher education works, and 
ultimately, to facilitate collaboration in the fields of 
education, science and technology between both our 
countries.

The delegation was warmly welcomed to CU by Head 
International Office, Dr. Arshad S. Malik and Chairman Electrical Engineering, Prof. Dr. Junaid Mughal. The 
delegates then met with the faculty of Electrical Engineering. Dr. Fasih Uddin Butt gave a brief presentation to 
highlight the achievements of CU, its strengths and possible areas of collaboration. Dr. Malik also highlighted CU's 
strong existing linkages with China and Chinese HEI's. The Chinese side also demonstrated keen interest to further 
enhance the bilateral framework of cooperation with CU. The meeting helped to strengthen already very strong links 
with China and to identify common areas of interest.

Top Ranked Chinese Universities Visit CU

ERASMUS+ is a very prestigious mobility program funded by the European Union. Besides cooperation with leading 
universities located at Western Europe, CIIT is very fortunate to have established framework agreements with two 
leading Turkish universities namely Middle East Technical University (METU) and Istanbul Sehir University for student 
exchange under this fully funded program. Many of our students have gone to these two universities and describe 
their mobility as a complete life changing experience. Currently on the exchange are Ms. Maham Fatima (BS 
Psychology) and Ms. Amina Mughal (BS Bio-Sciences) at METU and Mr. Zuhair Hassan Shah (BE EE) at Istanbul Sehir 
University. 

ERASMUS+ Experience

Pattern Recognition in Intelligent Systems Seminar 
Pattern recognition (PR) is one of the key capabilities in human intelligence. Machines equipped with a PR unit can 
sense environment, thus PR is often integrated in intelligent systems to acquire information and assist in decisions 
and human-machine interactions. 

Department of Electrical Engineering at Wah Campus arranged a talk entitled “Pattern Recognition in Intelligent 
Systems” on March 28, 2018. The guest speaker was Dr. Ibrahim Faye from the University of Technology PETRONAS, 
Malaysia. In his talk Dr. Faye spoke broadly about the fundamental aspects of Intelligent Pattern Recognition (IPR) 
and applications.

7C-Global Newsletter 2018

CU Adds 100KW of Solar Power to the National Grid

WHAT'S UP
Foreign Trainee Diplomats Come Calling on CU



8 C-Global Newsletter 2018

International Office Celebrates 30 Years of Erasmus Plus 

In 2017 the Erasmus program turned 30 years- to celebrate which the International Office arranged a spectacular 
event to revel thirty years of success stories on 15th February. H.E Jean Francois Cautain, Ambassador of the EU 
delegation, along with his spouse Madame Sonina Cautain graced the occasion as the chief guests. First Secretary, 
Education and Culture, Dr. Nicole Malpas also attended the event.

In his opening remarks, the Rector, Professor Dr. Raheel Qamar praised the EU and its Erasmus program as a good 
initiative to bridge the communication divide and to bring people of different cultures together. In his words, the 
program is “worth all the money spent on it.” Several students and faculty who had availed an opportunity under this 
program also narrated their experiences. Some described Erasmus as a journey where friendships were made; as the 
most amazing thing that ever happened to them; as an opportunity to come out of their comfort zone and realize that 
language and culture and no barriers to befriending others; as a medium to showcase their own culture and clear 
misconceptions; and as a medium that helped them discover the hidden side of themselves.

Head International Office, Dr. Arshad S. Malik, in his closing remarks highlighted the benefits the Erasmus program 
has given to CU, by becoming a medium to send our academics abroad and get international experience and 
exposure. He said that much education happens outside of the classroom and for this reason we promote 
international mobilities among students and faculty.

CIMPA School on Combinatorial Commutative Algebra 2018, Lahore Campus 
The Centre International de Mathématiques Pures et 
Appliquées, more commonly known as CIMPA, is a nonprofit 
organization working for the development of mathematics 
research. Located in Nice, France, it is a UNESCO Category 
2 Centre that benefits from financial support from France, 
Norway, Spain and Switzerland. Each year, CIMPA co-
organizes and sponsors “CIMPA Research Schools” in 
developing countries which aim to foster development of 
research in mathematics in countries where there is a real 
drive and scope for research. This year the CIMPA Research 
School 2018 on “Combinatorial Commutative Algebra” was 
organized in Pakistan and hosted by the Department of 
Mathematics at our Lahore campus from 5th to 14th March 
2018. 

The school was sponsored by HEC (Pakistan), ICTP (Italy), 
IMU (Germany) and CIIT Lahore (Pakistan). Sixty national 
participants from across Pakistan and eighteen international 
participants from China, Italy, Germany, Spain, Iran, 
Malaysia, Morocco, India, Indonesia and Vietnam 
participated in the school. 

Six courses on the latest developments in commutative 
algebra were purpose-designed to be taught at the school. 
The ten-day long school helped build capacities of 
participants and develop new colorations nationally and 
internationally. Prof. Dr. Jorge Mozo Fernández, the official 
representative and observer of CIMPA, highly appreciated all 
efforts and described the school as one the best CIMPA 
schools he had monitored and exclaimed that it has laid a 
great model for future schools to follow. 

“Xenophobia: A Study of Impacts on Policy and International Relations"

The Center for Policy Studies (CPS) held an interesting seminar on “Xenophobia: A Study of Impacts on Policy and 
International Relations" on Tuesday, 20 March 2018 at Islamabad campus. Xenophobia can be briey described as 
the “fear and hatred of strangers or foreigners or of anything that is strange or foreign.” The rise in xenophobia has 
implications for both domestic policy (especially policy related to migration) and foreign policy. 

The seminar provided a well-balanced view of xenophobia and included presentations on the social psychological 
perspectives, the international legal regime and refugees, the international views on migration, the US and 
xenophobia, and international relations and xenophobia. The 
seminar included well known practitioners from UN agencies 
and reputed academics from the Quaid-i-Azam University and 
COMSATS University. 

Dr. Imran Syed, Head CPS, provided the welcome address and 
the seminar included presentations by Dr. Noman Sattar of 
Quaid-i-Azam University (Reecting on Xenophobia and Recent 
US Policies: Causes for Concern?); Ms. Inna Gladkova of 
UNHCR (Applying the Comprehensive Refugee Response 
Framework for Predictable Responses for Refugees);Dr. Ayesha 
Inam of CU (Understanding Xenophobia from a Social 
Psychological Perspective); Shehryar Ghazi of IOM 
(Contemporary International Views on Migration);  and finally. 
Imran Syed of CU (Xenophobia and the International System).

CU's Interdisciplinary Research 
Center in Biomedical Materials 
(IRCBM) arranged the 6th 
International Symposium on 
B i o m e d i c a l  M a t e r i a l s : 
Synergizing Partnerships from 
14th-16th December 2017. 
This event was supported by the 
Higher Education Commission 
and Inter Islamic Network on 
Science and Technology (INIT). 
The conference aimed to 
develop synergy between 
identified stakeholders in 
Pakistan and beyond. Each 
year the conference seeks to 
facilitate industry-scientist-
clinician linkages and strives to 
promote interdiscipl inary 
r e s ea r ch  i n  b i omed i ca l 
materials. 

The conference saw several 
e m i n e n t  n a t i o n a l  a n d 
i n t e r na t i ona l  s peake r s , 
including Prof. Jawwad Darr of 
University College London 
(UCL) UK, Prof. Ihtesham Ur 
Rehman and Prof John W. 
Haycock of Sheffield University 
UK, Prof. Ferranti Wong of 

Queen Mary University London 
(QMUL), Prof. Pogorielov 
M a k s y m  o f  S u m y  S t a t e 
University, Ukraine, Prof. 
Amjad  Parva i z  o f  Poo le 
Hospital NHS Trust, UK, Dr. 
George Dias of University of 
Otago, New Zealand, Prof. 
Misni Misran of University of 
Malaya, Prof. Dr. S. M. Awais of 
University of the Punjab, Dr. 
Mustehsan Bashir of King 
Edward Medical University, 
Prof. Nasir Raza Awan Of  
Shar i f  Medica l  Ci ty  and 
Professor Jean Louis MARTY of 
Université de Perpignan Via 
Domitia France. The speakers 
dilated on a wide range of 
topics including developing 
sens i t i v i t y  o f  s c i en t i s t s , 
industrialists and clinicians to 
regulatory affairs & ethics; 
pub l i c  engagement  and 
knowledge dissemination; and 
developing road maps for 
s p i n n i n g  o f f  s c i e n c e  & 
technology-based companies 
in Pakistan.

6th International Symposium on Biomedical Materials

Dr. Robert Julian Dickinson, an eminent scientist and researcher, 
from the Department of Bioengineering at Imperial College 
London (ICL), UK and a team of researchers from CU Islamabad 
Campus working in the field of “Medical Image Processing” 
visited CU's Wah Campus on February 22, 2018 along with the 
staff from the International Office.  The Heads and senior faculty 
members from the Departments of  Computer Science and 
Electrical Engineering  welcomed the guests. During the 
interactive meeting opportunities and future avenues of research 
in the field of medical imaging and diagnostics were explored.

International Researcher's Visit 
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Seminar on “Role of Leadership in the Development of Youth: Heyder Aliyev and 
Muhammad Ali Jinnah as Role Models”
The International Office in collaboration with 
Embassy of Azerbaijan organized a seminar on 
“Role of Leadership in the Development of Youth: 
Heyder Aliyev and Muhammad Ali Jinnah as Role 
Models” on 7th December 2017.

The Ambassador of Azerbaijan, Mr. Ali Alizada was 
invited as guest of honor. His Excellency, in his 
remarks, drew a parallel between the leaders of both 
countries, Heyder Aliyev and Muhammad Ali Jinnah, 
describing them as role models who laid the 
foundation of their countries and ensured that youth 
was involved in making of state policy.  He apprised 
the audience that during Heydar Aliyev's tenure 
many concrete steps were taken to involve youth in governance and decision making, a policy that continues in 
Azerbaijan till today and is responsible for making their youth active in all facets of life. Rtd. Prof. Dr. Riaz Ahmad 
gave a key note speech on Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah and emphasized that youth should read about 
Jinnah's life and should learn from it.

The Pakistan-Azerbaijan Alumni Association was also formally inaugurated at the occasion by the Ambassadors of 
Azerbaijan, Tajikistan, Belarus and Kyrgyzstan, Rector CU, Executive Director, COMSATS and Head International 
Office. 

BITA 2015 Award Winners Go Ahead to Win Design Challenge in US 
Best IT Innovation Award (BITA) is COMSATS University's 

premier IT award, organized on the sidelines of our most 

prestigious annual international conference, Frontiers of 

Information Technology (FIT), that recognizes and celebrates 

smart and innovative faculty, students and startup companies. 

BITA is Pakistan's highest paid innovation award which 

provides inventers the opportunity to win a whopping PKR. 1 

Million cash-prize as seed capital to help transform their ideas 

into reality. 

It gives us immense pleasure and joy to know that 2015 BITA 

Award winners- Awais Shafique, Hooriya Anam and Arslan 

Javed of NUST School of Electrical Engineering and Computer 

Science (SEECS) have recently gone on to win first position at 

the 'Stanford Center on Longevity Design Challenge' held in 

California, USA. The young IT geniuses competed against 

other inventors from Massachusetts Institute of Technology 

(MIT), UC Berkeley, Cornell University, Virginia Tech, University 

of Sao Paolo, Beijing University, University of Waterloo and 

Stanford University.  

Their project, 'TAME,' which stands for 'Tremor Acquisition and 

Minimization,' is a wearable device for real-time pathological 

wrist tremor suppression that enables patients with tremors 

perform routine tasks without any assistance. The device 

places a sensor near the wrist to track the tremor profile of the 

patient and control electrodes that stimulate the muscles to 

counteract the tremor and suppress it. What makes the device 

truly unique is that it's a small and light-weight device that can 

Movies play an important role in our lives and at a subconscious level they impact our thinking, lifestyle and behavior. 
Some movies are not solely for entertainment as they communicate a strong message to its audience and that is why 
they are regarded as one of the strongest modes of communicating a message or creating awareness amongst 
people. From time to time the International Office screens internationally acclaimed movies and documentaries for 
students and faculty to engage them in thought provoking debates, introducing them to foreign cultures and lands or 
just to provide respite from the daily grind of academic life. During the term following movies were screened at the 
Islamabad campus. 

‘Welcome to Refugeestan'
 'Welcome to Refugeestan,' a film by Anne Pioret, was screened as part of the 
UN's 3rd Human Rights Through Cinematography series to celebrate 
International Human Rights Day on 28th November, 2017. Country Director 
United Nation's High Commission on Refugees (UNHCR) in Pakistan, Ms. 
Ruvendrini Menikdiwela, was the guest of honor while representatives of EU 
Human Rights (ECHO) also attended the event. The short film gave a rare 
glimpse into the lives of refugees at UNHCR managed camps that shelter more 
than sixteen million refugees. 

An engaging panel discussion was led by Ms. Menikdiwela and joined by Dr. 
Sohail Ahmad, Assistant Professor of International Relations and Mr. Hassaan 
Sipra, Scientific Officer CCRD. Dr. Sohail closely researches and studies internal 
displacements in Pakistan while Mr. Hassan is an active advocate for human 
rights and a former Yale Law School Gruber Fellow on Global Justice and 
Human Rights.

Head IO, Dr. Arshad S. Malik, highlighted the significance of migration in the 
Islamic history and its intrinsic relevance to the beginning of Muslim's Hijri 
calendar. He commented that no stigma should be attached to refugees as in 
one way or the other most of us are also living as 'refugees in comfort.'

‘Ami Agaru: After the Rain'
To reengage and renew the academic and cultural ties with the Japanese 
Embassy a screening of the famous Japanese movie 'After the Rain' (Ami agaru) 
was arranged on 14th February 2018. Ambassador of Japan, H.E. Mr.Takashi 
Kurai along with his wife, Deputy Head Public Affairs, Ms. Yukiko Ban and Senior 
Cultural Head Mr. Mushtaq Moeeni were invited at the screening.  

'After the Rain' is a  Japanese film based on the last script written by 1999 Akira 
Kurosawa. It was awarded a Japanese Academy Award in 1999 and was chosen 
as best film at the  ceremony. It tells the tale of a good-Japan Academy Prize
hearted samurai, Ihei Misawa, wandering through Japan with his wife, looking 
for work, who gets stranded at an inn when the local river oods. The traveling 
ronin (masterless samurai), takes it upon himself to cheer the stranded travelers. 
The film also shows the tender relationship he has with his wife, Tayo, and 
provides insights into the way of life of a ronin's wife. 

MOVIES AT CIIT 

A film "Ali and Nino" was screened for students and faculty at Junaid Zaidi 
Library in collaboration with the Embassy of Azerbaijan on 2nd December, 
2017. The film produced by the first daughter of the President of Azerbaijan, Ms.  
Leyla Aliyeva,, is based on a timeless novel by Kurban Said with lessons 
applicable in today's world. 

The movie depicts love between an Azerbaijani Muslim, 'Ali' and a Georgian 
Christian, 'Nino' who defy their parents and marry. Set in Baku in the wake of 
World War I, 'Ali & Nino' is a delightful love story that cuts across political, 
geographical and religious divides yet has an end no happier than “Romeo and 
Juliet.” 

Guest of Honor Mr. Chingiz Garibli, Deputy Head of Mission Embassy of 
Azerbaijan spoke about the historical significance of the film and thanked the 
International Office for screening the movie as a soft historical projection of 
Azerbaijan.  He was accompanied by Mr. Samir, Third Secretary. The students 
and faculty enjoyed the movie as a welcome break from the grind of their 
academic routines and thought it was insightful and showed how cultural 
conicts are unavoidable and have been around since the dawn of time. 

'Ali & Nino' 
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Seminar on “Role of Leadership in the Development of Youth: Heyder Aliyev and 
Muhammad Ali Jinnah as Role Models”
The International Office in collaboration with 
Embassy of Azerbaijan organized a seminar on 
“Role of Leadership in the Development of Youth: 
Heyder Aliyev and Muhammad Ali Jinnah as Role 
Models” on 7th December 2017.

The Ambassador of Azerbaijan, Mr. Ali Alizada was 
invited as guest of honor. His Excellency, in his 
remarks, drew a parallel between the leaders of both 
countries, Heyder Aliyev and Muhammad Ali Jinnah, 
describing them as role models who laid the 
foundation of their countries and ensured that youth 
was involved in making of state policy.  He apprised 
the audience that during Heydar Aliyev's tenure 
many concrete steps were taken to involve youth in governance and decision making, a policy that continues in 
Azerbaijan till today and is responsible for making their youth active in all facets of life. Rtd. Prof. Dr. Riaz Ahmad 
gave a key note speech on Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah and emphasized that youth should read about 
Jinnah's life and should learn from it.

The Pakistan-Azerbaijan Alumni Association was also formally inaugurated at the occasion by the Ambassadors of 
Azerbaijan, Tajikistan, Belarus and Kyrgyzstan, Rector CU, Executive Director, COMSATS and Head International 
Office. 

BITA 2015 Award Winners Go Ahead to Win Design Challenge in US 
Best IT Innovation Award (BITA) is COMSATS University's 

premier IT award, organized on the sidelines of our most 

prestigious annual international conference, Frontiers of 

Information Technology (FIT), that recognizes and celebrates 

smart and innovative faculty, students and startup companies. 

BITA is Pakistan's highest paid innovation award which 

provides inventers the opportunity to win a whopping PKR. 1 

Million cash-prize as seed capital to help transform their ideas 

into reality. 

It gives us immense pleasure and joy to know that 2015 BITA 

Award winners- Awais Shafique, Hooriya Anam and Arslan 

Javed of NUST School of Electrical Engineering and Computer 

Science (SEECS) have recently gone on to win first position at 

the 'Stanford Center on Longevity Design Challenge' held in 

California, USA. The young IT geniuses competed against 

other inventors from Massachusetts Institute of Technology 

(MIT), UC Berkeley, Cornell University, Virginia Tech, University 

of Sao Paolo, Beijing University, University of Waterloo and 

Stanford University.  

Their project, 'TAME,' which stands for 'Tremor Acquisition and 

Minimization,' is a wearable device for real-time pathological 

wrist tremor suppression that enables patients with tremors 

perform routine tasks without any assistance. The device 

places a sensor near the wrist to track the tremor profile of the 

patient and control electrodes that stimulate the muscles to 

counteract the tremor and suppress it. What makes the device 

truly unique is that it's a small and light-weight device that can 

Movies play an important role in our lives and at a subconscious level they impact our thinking, lifestyle and behavior. 
Some movies are not solely for entertainment as they communicate a strong message to its audience and that is why 
they are regarded as one of the strongest modes of communicating a message or creating awareness amongst 
people. From time to time the International Office screens internationally acclaimed movies and documentaries for 
students and faculty to engage them in thought provoking debates, introducing them to foreign cultures and lands or 
just to provide respite from the daily grind of academic life. During the term following movies were screened at the 
Islamabad campus. 

‘Welcome to Refugeestan'
 'Welcome to Refugeestan,' a film by Anne Pioret, was screened as part of the 
UN's 3rd Human Rights Through Cinematography series to celebrate 
International Human Rights Day on 28th November, 2017. Country Director 
United Nation's High Commission on Refugees (UNHCR) in Pakistan, Ms. 
Ruvendrini Menikdiwela, was the guest of honor while representatives of EU 
Human Rights (ECHO) also attended the event. The short film gave a rare 
glimpse into the lives of refugees at UNHCR managed camps that shelter more 
than sixteen million refugees. 

An engaging panel discussion was led by Ms. Menikdiwela and joined by Dr. 
Sohail Ahmad, Assistant Professor of International Relations and Mr. Hassaan 
Sipra, Scientific Officer CCRD. Dr. Sohail closely researches and studies internal 
displacements in Pakistan while Mr. Hassan is an active advocate for human 
rights and a former Yale Law School Gruber Fellow on Global Justice and 
Human Rights.

Head IO, Dr. Arshad S. Malik, highlighted the significance of migration in the 
Islamic history and its intrinsic relevance to the beginning of Muslim's Hijri 
calendar. He commented that no stigma should be attached to refugees as in 
one way or the other most of us are also living as 'refugees in comfort.'

‘Ami Agaru: After the Rain'
To reengage and renew the academic and cultural ties with the Japanese 
Embassy a screening of the famous Japanese movie 'After the Rain' (Ami agaru) 
was arranged on 14th February 2018. Ambassador of Japan, H.E. Mr.Takashi 
Kurai along with his wife, Deputy Head Public Affairs, Ms. Yukiko Ban and Senior 
Cultural Head Mr. Mushtaq Moeeni were invited at the screening.  

'After the Rain' is a  Japanese film based on the last script written by 1999 Akira 
Kurosawa. It was awarded a Japanese Academy Award in 1999 and was chosen 
as best film at the  ceremony. It tells the tale of a good-Japan Academy Prize
hearted samurai, Ihei Misawa, wandering through Japan with his wife, looking 
for work, who gets stranded at an inn when the local river oods. The traveling 
ronin (masterless samurai), takes it upon himself to cheer the stranded travelers. 
The film also shows the tender relationship he has with his wife, Tayo, and 
provides insights into the way of life of a ronin's wife. 
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A film "Ali and Nino" was screened for students and faculty at Junaid Zaidi 
Library in collaboration with the Embassy of Azerbaijan on 2nd December, 
2017. The film produced by the first daughter of the President of Azerbaijan, Ms.  
Leyla Aliyeva,, is based on a timeless novel by Kurban Said with lessons 
applicable in today's world. 

The movie depicts love between an Azerbaijani Muslim, 'Ali' and a Georgian 
Christian, 'Nino' who defy their parents and marry. Set in Baku in the wake of 
World War I, 'Ali & Nino' is a delightful love story that cuts across political, 
geographical and religious divides yet has an end no happier than “Romeo and 
Juliet.” 

Guest of Honor Mr. Chingiz Garibli, Deputy Head of Mission Embassy of 
Azerbaijan spoke about the historical significance of the film and thanked the 
International Office for screening the movie as a soft historical projection of 
Azerbaijan.  He was accompanied by Mr. Samir, Third Secretary. The students 
and faculty enjoyed the movie as a welcome break from the grind of their 
academic routines and thought it was insightful and showed how cultural 
conicts are unavoidable and have been around since the dawn of time. 
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Visiting Foreign Faculty from Brazil 
Dr. Gustavo Tonoli, Associate Professor, Department of 
Forest Science, Federal University of Lavras UFLA), Brazil 
undertook a four-week visit to the Department of 
Biosciences, Islamabad campus under the Visiting Foreign 
Faculty Program of HEC. 

Dr. Gustavo Tonoli holds a Ph.D in Material Science and 
Engineering from Universidade de São Paulo, Brazil and two 
Post-docs from Embrapa Instrumentação, Brazil and the 
United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), 
Albany/CA. He has numerous scientific publications, 6 book 
chapters, and acts as ad hoc referee in more than 20 
journals. He is also a scientific editor of the CERNE Journal, 
with three filed patents. He has produced several doctoral 
students and currently advising/supervising around 5 PhD 
candidates and 4 Master's candidates. 

He has administrative experience; organized conferences in his subject area, and coordinated more than seven 
funded scientific projects with private companies and governmental organizations. He has been working on different 
methodologies for obtaining  cellulose nanofibers (from plants or from microorganisms) and production of 
cellulose-based materials for different applications such as components for construction and infrastructure 
(polymeric and inorganic composites, particleboards, fiber-cement and reinforced polyesters), functional packaging 
materials (barrier films and multilayered coated papers), and development of new and advanced materials 
(cellulose nanocrystals; hybrid nanocatalysts, activated carbons from lignocellulosic sources, bio-adhesives, 
microbial nanocellulose for biomaterials).

Dr. Gustavo during his stint at the Biosciences Department has developed active collaboration with Dr. Zeeshan 
Hyder and Dr. Muhammad Yar of IRCBM, Lahore campus.Due to his efforts CU has signed an 'Intent of Cooperation' 
with his Brazilian University, UFLA.

Dr. Peerada Prommeenate is a senior researcher at the 
National Center for Biotechnology and Genetic Engineering 
(Biotec), Thailand. During January 21st to February 2nd 
2018, she was invited to visit the Department of Biosciences, 
Islamabad campus by Dr. Qaiser Fatmi under the Visiting 
Foreign Faculty Program of HEC. 

She enlightened the faculty members and students about the 
cutting edge research in bioinformatics, system biology and 
metagenomics. In this context, Dr. Prommeenate delivered 
two talks entitled “System Biology and Bioinformatics 
Laboratory at KMUTT, Thailand: An Overview” and 
“Metagenomics Approach: Understand and Improve 
Microbial Communities in Environment.”

During her visit, she got a chance to interact with many 
faculty members as well as graduate and undergraduate 
students of Biosciences Department. The visit opened 
avenues to develop collaborative research in the fields of 
protein modeling and simulation, comparative genome 
analysis, microarray data and next generation sequence 
(NGS) data analysis. Likewise, there is also an opportunity to 
work in collaboration in the field of cyanobacteria, algae 
biofuel and plant biofuels.

Visiting Foreign Faculty from Thailand 
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