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Message from Chief Editor
Welcome to the fifth edition of our biannual newsletter. As with 
previous editions we have tried best to encapsulate news, 
events, activities and programs of special interest to the 
international community. 

It has been an interesting past couple of months. Beginning 
with CIIT faculty reaching new heights in terms of research to 
our remarkable run at the World University Rankings, 2016 
has given us so much to celebrate. This year we have also been fortunate to see a 
significant rise in the number of international students arriving at CIIT, which is a 
true indication of our growing global reach and success. 

With each edition of C-Global, we continually reach the realization that these 
brick buildings are filled with fascinating people, faculty, staff and students; all 
doing amazing work. We deeply appreciate the wonderful level of energy and 
enthusiasm from faculty and staff across the campuses in making CIIT a truly 
international University. So many stories, so little time. Such good memories. I 
hope you enjoy reading this fall edition as much as we did compiling it. 
    

Arshad S. Malik

Our Rankings and Reputation 2016

CIIT has reinforced its position as a leading Pakistani university by 
continuously performing well in all major national and international university 
rankings.

WHAT’S INSIDE…

Students' Globetrotting 
Experiences

THE World Univers i ty  Rankings 
2016-17: CIIT once again at the top!
COMSATS Institute of Information Technology 
(CIIT) continues its steady march up into the world 
university rankings.

We are pleased to announce that the 13th edition 
of World University Rankings (WUR), issued by 

Times Higher Education (THE), has placed CIIT among the top 980 
universities of the world, where CIIT is one of only three universities from 
Pakistan to make it into the 601-800 band. Within Pakistan, CIIT has occupied 
the top position, once again, making it the country's premier higher education 
institution.  
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Carlos Morales, the Ambassador, and Mr. Erik 
Rovinas, the Commercial Counselor for Spain, visited 
CIIT on 15th March, 2016. The newly appointed 
Ambassador reflected upon his experiences of the last 
seven months of living in Pakistan. The Ambassador 
was very upbeat and demonstrated a keen interest in 
strengthening bilateral ties between the two countries. 
He expressed his wish to raise awareness amongst 
Pakistanis about Spain, its history, culture, trade and 
educational opportunities. The Rector committed full 
support and cooperation from CIIT in this regard and 
proposed to begin student, staff and faculty exchanges 
to help enhance people to people contacts, promote 
knowledge transmission/creation and raise 
awareness and understanding between the two 
countries.

We are really excited to share that bringing the world to CIIT are now 484 

international students from 20 countries, the highest number of students 

and countries represented in our  history.

Interested in joining the club? 

Keep an eye on admissions for international students at:

ww3.comsats.edu.pk/InternationalStudents/ and for details regarding 

the various scholarship opportunities available for international students 

please visit: www.comsats.edu.pk/scholarships

A ceremony to mark the completion of a 
UNESCO supported 12-month research 
project entitled “Survey, Identification and 
Combating Bio-Growth at Sirkap and 
Dharmarajika Sites in Taxila, Pakistan” 
was held on February 11, 2016 at CIIT 
Islamabad. Ms. Vibke Jensen was 
invited as chief guest at the closing 
ceremony, where the findings and 
recommendations of the project were 
discussed and pondered upon by the 
research team and analysts. 

Taxila is one of the six World heritage 
sites of Pakistan inscribed on the 
World Heritage List since 1980 and it 
is facing diverse conservation and 
development challenges. Exposure of the 
archaeological remains to the extremes of 
a tropical climate, uncontrolled growth of 
vegetation, limestone blasting and 
quarrying activi t ies in the valley, 
encroachment and illegal excavations, all 
represent a risk to the overall integrity of 
the property. This project was initiated by 
UNESCO Islamabad upon the request of Department 
of Archaeology, Punjab and CIIT was engaged to 
provide experts for carrying out the study of bio-growth 
and conducting a training workshop on the subject of 
Bio Deterioration. 
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Exciting News

More International Students choose CIIT

Each year, the Nature Index publishes tables based on counts of high-quality research outputs in the preceding year. 
The data behind the tables are based on a proportion of total research papers, covering Natural Sciences. According 
to the 2016 global research outputs ranking table released by Nature, CIIT has ranked as no. 1 in Pakistan and 
clinched an enviable 18th position among the Western Asian institutions. CIIT is the only university in Pakistan to 
make it to the top 20 list.

CIIT Clinches Top Position in Global Research Outputs Rankings 

released by Nature Index

Friendly visit from the Ambassador and 

Commercial Counselor of Spain to Pakistan

Comings & Goings

Ms. Vibke Jensen, Director UNESCO Pakistan 

visits CIIT 
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Who Else is Visiting Us? 

During the last few months, CIIT has been honored to 
welcome many diplomatic and academic delegations to its 
beautiful campuses.

23rd February  
EU Ambassador, Jean Francois Cautain 
Italian Ambassador, Stefano Pontecorvo  
Canadian High Commissioner, 
Heather Cruden

24th February
Ambassador of the People's 
Republic of China, Sun Weidong

9th March 
Australian High Commissioner, 
Margaret Adamson

5th March 
Ambassador of Kingdom of the 
Netherlands, Jeannette Seppen

13th April 
First Deputy Minister of Education 
Belarus, Mr. Vadim Bogush

13th October
Ambassador of the Russian Federation,
Mr. Alex Dedov

9th April 
Royal Prince of Swaziland, 
His Highness Thumbumuzi Dlamini

25th May
Ambassador of Austria, 
Dr. Brigitta Blaha

31st May
Minister of Higher Education Oman, 
Dr. Rawya AlBusaidiah

Vice Chancellor of Sultan Qaboos 
University Oman, 
Dr. Ali Saud Al Bimani

19th August 
Deputy Minister Information Technology 
Afghanistan, 
Mr. Muhammad Aimal Marjan

Executive Director, ECO Science 
Foundation, Dr. Manzoor Soomro

7th May 
Deputy Minister of Education Maldives, 
Mr. Azleen Ahmed

Director General HEC Maldives, 
Ms. Fathmath Amira

5th October
Ambassador of Brazil, 
Mr. Claudio Raja Gabaglia Lins

6th October
Higher Education Attache` 
French Embassy, Mr. Sebastien Cartier
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ACU Hosts Reception for Chancellor CIIT at Marlborough House

“Life changing!” “Unforgettable!” “Amazing!” “Indescribable”

While international summer/winter school programs could be 
defined in a number of ways, there's one thing CIIT's students 
venturing into Russia to participate in Tomsk State University's 
winter/summer schools this year, unanimously agreed  that it was 
an experience of a lifetime.

CIIT students Khadija Nawab, Qaseem Ramzan, Waleed Arshad 
and Hamza Abdul Rehman of the Department of Computer 
Sciences were the first ones to participate in TSU's first ever winter 
IT school from 6th-20th February 2016, while Zain Elahi, Zulfiqar 
Essa of Computer Science and Muhammad Sohaib Anwar, Aleena 
Naseer of Management Sciences and Muhammad Arhum Anwar 
of Electrical Engineering went in round two to participate in TSU's 
first summer school from 15th-28th August 2016.

CIIT Students' Globetrotting Experiences
Tomsk State University (TSU) Winter and Summer Schools (2016)

TSU is the oldest university in the Russian Asia, 
in Siberia, est.1878 in beautiful city of Tomsk. It 
has been selected for the Russian Academic 
Excellence Project 5-100. Our students enjoyed 
not only great academic activities but also  
went on a fantastic city tour where they visited 
museums of local lore, art, Slavic mythology; 
the Siberian Botanical Garden; and attended 
concerts of classical, Russian folk and popular 
music. 

A high-level delegation from CIIT led by the Federal Minister for Science and Technology/Chancellor CIIT, Rana 
Tanveer Hussain, visited the United Kingdom on a four-day official tour in March 2016. The delegation, which 
included Rector CIIT, Dr S. M. Junaid Zaidi, Director CIIT Lahore Campus, Dr. Qaisar Abbas and Head IO, Dr. Arshad 
S. Malik, held a meeting with senior officials from the ACU, including Deputy Secretary General, Dr. John Kirkland 
and Chair Commonwealth Scholarship Commission, Richard Middleton. The meeting took place at the 
Commonwealth Secretariat in London on 2nd March. Syed Ibne Abbas, Pakistan High Commissioner to the UK was 
also present on the occasion. 

During the meeting, both sides expressed satisfaction on the ongoing cooperation between ACU and the HEIs in 
Pakistan, in particular with CIIT. There was a mutual desire to build upon the existing framework by expanding 
collaboration in the ACU's Titular Scholarship program for Pakistan and incorporating a diverse range of fields. 
Following the meeting a formal reception was held in honor of Chancellor CIIT at the Marlborough House, hosted by 
the Commonwealth Secretariat. The reception was attended by several Pakistani Commonwealth and Chevening 
scholars. 

Speaking on the occasion, the Minister congratulated the students on securing these prestigious scholarships and 
urged them to make full use of this opportunity and work for the betterment of Pakistan. He greatly acknowledged 
ACU's numerous initiatives for promotion of research and development as well as strengthening cooperation among 
the Commonwealth countries. He highlighted CIIT's initiative in providing scholarships to the students from the 
Commonwealth. Appreciating Pakistan's efforts in promoting educational cooperation within Commonwealth, the 
Deputy Secretary General termed CIIT as one of the leading and most active members of ACU. 
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CIIT students excel at Burapha University, 
Thailand Summer Camp

Burapha International University, Thailand, organized 
a ten day summer camp for cultural exchange, 

in which 20 candidates from six different countries 
were hand picked out of 500 contenders from all over 
Asia to represent their countries. Five students from 
Pakistan were selected based on their overall 
exceptional individual performances, both in the 
academic and co-curricular fields.  Three students, 
Junaid Ghazali, Anisa Ayub, and Kahkishan Khalid 
were among the lucky ones from CIIT to be selected. A 
competition took place among all the 20 international 
students from Pakistan, China, India, Vietnam, 
Cambodia and Indonesia to write an essay about the 
experience in which Junaid Ghazali secured first 
position and Kehkishan Khalid won third place, while 
second place went to Joe Sanders of Kunming 
University, China. 

University of Nottingham, Malaysia 
Campus International Summer Program 

University of Nottingham organized a two-week 
intensive summer school program at its beautiful 
overseas campus in Malaysia. Sobia Jannat, a Ph.D 
scholar at our Management Sciences department 
attended the school from 12th- 27th July, where she 
studied 'Doing Business in Asia'. The program coupled 
intensive academic activities with exciting cultural and 
social activities. Malaysia, which is considered South 
Asia's 'Mixing Pot', is the perfect place for those who 
want to immerse themselves in foreign cultures and 
meet people of many different racial, ethnic, religious 
and national backgrounds.

CIIT student secures the 
c o v e t e d  Pa k i s t a n 
Scottish PhD Research 
Travel Grant 

The Scottish Government in 
collaboration with the British 
Council provides doctoral 
research travel grants for 
women to conduct part of 
their research or dissertation at a Scottish University. 
This year Andleeb Zahra, a PhD scholar at our 
Biosciences Department was among the six lucky 
candidates to be chosen for this highly competitive 
grant. Andleeb attended the School of Biological 
Sciences at Edinburgh University from 1st May to 31st 
July where she worked at the molecular modeling and 
virtual screening lab on the detection of oral cancers 
and their computational aspects. Andleeb later 
presented her research at University of Bristol, UK at a 
conference and also visited University College London 
to attend valuable research talks.

COMSATS Art Gallery (CAG), CIIT's pride and joy, attracts art lovers from all 

walks of life by arranging unique and exquisite art exhibitions of both 

emerging and renowned artists and students from time to time. This year from 

25th-28th May, CAG in collaboration with the Austrian Embassy, brought a 

travelling show 'WHERE ARE WE?' of the Hinterland Gallery, Vienna Austria to 

Islamabad. The exhibition comprised works of 13 Vienna-based artists, and 

showcased their visual interpretation and understanding of “identity” and perception of 

history and historical images of “national” identity in a unique way. 

The first of these exhibitions took place in June 2015 in Tehran/Iran after which it moved to 

Vienna/ Austria. It was also displayed in Lahore and CAG became the fourth venue for this 

beautiful travelling show of Austrian artists. The Exhibition was inaugurated by the 

ambassador of Austria to Pakistan, Dr. Brigitta Blaha. Ambassadors of Italy, Spain and 

Switzerland also graced the occasion.  The curator, Ms. Gudrun Wallenböck, who 

especially flew to Islamabad, eagerly interacted with art enthusiasts, among which were 

many diplomats, artists, art directors and art students. 

Bringing the World to CIIT

COMSATS Art Gallery (CAG) celebrates Austrian art!
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CIIT Sahiwal Campus is playing an active role in development of Museums 

and Museology in Pakistan. The Montgomery Museum (est. 2015) is the 

country's first teaching museum aimed to enhance professional development 

in the field of museology and museography and introduce new trends and 

policies in heritage preservation. The museum has become a central 

attraction for our international visitors.   

On April 7, 2016 the Ambassador of Ukraine, Volodymyr Lakomov, paid a 

visit to CIIT Sahiwal.  He was accompanied by the Second Secretary and the 

Chairman PAK-Ukraine Council for Trade, Culture and Education. The visitors 

were enchanted by the antiquities placed at the museum and appreciated the 

efforts of the CIIT in establishing a museum in an academic institution which 

would help the students understand and appreciate their culture, history and 

civilization. The Ambassador presented a joint stamp issued by Pakistan and 

Ukraine titled Monuments of Ancient Cultures: Moen Jo Daro – Trypillia to be 

placed in the museum.

Two days later on the 9th, the Royal Prince of Swaziland, son-in-law of former 

South African President, the late Nelson Mandela, His Highness Thumbumuzi 

Dlamini visited CIIT Sahiwal. The prince expressed keen interest in the 

Harappan antiquities and appreciated CIIT for introducing the centuries old 

civilization to the youth to understand the culture of their forefathers.

Crème de la Crème of the World Visit the Montgomery Museum, CIIT Sahiwal Campus

CIIT celebrated 'China Culture Day' at Islamabad Campus on 24th February. 

The event was organized by CIIT's China Study Center (CSC) in collaboration 

with the Chinese Embassy. The highlight of the day's events was the collective 

singing of the Chinese National Anthem by hundreds of CIIT students and a 

large number of faculty members along with the Chinese Ambassador, 

H.E. Sun Weidong. Performances included traditional fan and dragon dances 

which have been part of China's heritage for the last 2,000 years, and a special 

performance by the CIIT Pak-China Music Fusion Band which turned out to be 

quite a sensation with the audience.  

An art exhibition titled, 'Fusion of Cultures' having more than 100 art works, 

including beautiful photography of China by some eminent Chinese and 17 

Pakistani  photographers, was also inaugurated by H. E. Sun Weidong, the 

Ambassador of the People's Republic of China to Pakistan. It was a true 

celebration of all things Chinese!

CIIT Celebrates China Culture Day

The 1st International Young Diplomats School (IYDS) was jointly organized 

by the Center for Policy Studies (CPS), CIIT and the Institute of Peace and 

Diplomatic Studies (IPDS) from August 22-25. IYDS is based on the model of 

summer school of international standards. It consisted of four days of 

engaging and illuminating academic modules teaching innovative skills 

and fresh ideas on diplomacy, leadership and decision making. The IYDS 

was aimed to address the needs of emerging young leaders having deep 

interest and academic grounding in International Relations, Political 

Science, Sociology, Journalism, Anthropology, History, Peace and Conflict 

Studies, Management Sciences, Economics, Information Technology and Law. Young professionals from across 

Pakistan participated in this program. During the course the participants were taken to the US and Turkish Embassies, 

while the Ambassadors from Palestine and Poland came on campus to speak with them.

1st International Young Diplomats School (IYDS) 
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Dr. Hammad Omer, a faculty member from the department of Electrical 

Engineering and five of his research students, visited Singapore to attend 

the 24th Annual Meeting of International Society of Magnetic Resonance in 

Medicine (ISMRM) which took place from the 7th-13th May. The 

conference saw a huge gathering of more than 6000 delegates, which 

included world's top MRI researchers, professors, clinicians, engineers and 

business leaders. The CIIT team, as the only representative from Pakistan, 

presented 4 research papers in the conference that were handpicked out 

of 6,500 submissions of the most novel ideas that would re-define the 

future of MRI research.

Dr. Mark Griswold, Professor at the Department of Radiology at Case Western 
Reserve University (USA), who chaired this years' ISMRM meeting, personally 
met with the CIIT team to discuss their research and expressed his desire to 
collaborate with CIIT in FPGA implementation. Also during the meeting 
CWRU and Siemens Healthcare announced their exclusive research 
partnership by means of signing an MoU to further develop a quantitative 
imaging method known as Magnetic Resonance Fingerprinting (MRF).  This is 
especially important for CIIT, since due to this partnership, it too has been 
linked, through CWRU, with Siemens Healthcare in the development of this 
new generation of MRI scanners which will be based on MRF technology. MRF is the latest innovation in quantitative 
tissue analysis which will be a game changer in disease diagnostics. The research group at CIIT is one of the very few 
in the world which has this technology. CIIT brought this technology from CWRS in October last year when one of our 
PhD students spent six months at their facilities. 

What's Up?

CIIT makes a mark at the 24th Annual Meeting of International Society for Magnetic 

Resonance in Medicine (ISMRM), Singapore 

CIIT Lahore Campus collaborates with North Dakota State University (NDSU) on 

a US Funded Project on Water Sanitation

In Pakistan water sanitation is among the most critical 
challenges facing its population. Pakistan is among the 
five leading countries that face extremely “high water 
stress and low access to safe drinking water and 
sanitation” according to the World Resources Institute. 
CIIT Lahore campus has joined hands with Dr. Eakalak 
Khan, Director at the North Dakota Water Resources 
Research Inst i tute and Coordinator of ND 
Experimental Program to Stimulate Competitive 
Research (EPSCoR) "NATURE" Program, under a US 
State Department funded project to remove chemical 
contaminants from ground water and waste water to 
make it safe to consume. The principal investigator 
from CIIT is Dr. Asad Khan, Head and Chair 
Department of Chemical Engineering, Lahore 
Campus.

Dr. Eakalak Khan visited Pakistan from May 9th-14th 
to visit groundwater contaminated sites in Vehari, 
Faisalabad, Sahiwal, and Bahawalpur. Dr. Khan 
visited CIIT campuses in Lahore, Vehari and Sahiwal 
and took a detour to visit CIIT Islamabad campus on 
12th May where he spent the day interacting with our 

faculty and researchers. Dr. Khan visited Wah campus 
on the following day where he was briefed about the 
work being done under the UNESCO Water Chair and 
showed keen interest in close collaboration. He also 
delivered a guest lecture on "Susceptibility to Silver 
Nanoparticles of Biofilms at Different Stages of 
Maturity" for the faculty and students. 
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Centre for Advanced Drug Research (CADR), CIIT Abbottabad 
campus organized the 13th Biennial Conference on “Recent 
Advances & Challenges in Molecular Biology, Biochemistry and 
Biotechnology” from 25th-27th August. The conference was 
sponsored by the German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD), 
Pakistan Science Foundation (PSF) and Higher Education 
commission (HEC). The conference was organized with the aim to 
provide a premier interdisciplinary platform for researchers, 
practitioners and educators to present and discuss latest 
innovations, trends, as well as practical challenges encountered 
and solutions adopted in the fields of Molecular Biology, 
Biochemistry and Biotechnology. The conference saw several 
eminent international speakers, including Dr. Edda Tobiasch, Dr. Peter Langer and Dr. Birka from Germany, Dr. Irfan 
S. Ahmad, Dr. M. Hamid Zaman and Dr. Imran H. Khan from USA, Dr. Jean Sévigny from Canada, Prof. Dr. Fu-Li Li 
from China and Dr. Kasra Esfahani from Iran, exchange and share their experiences and research results on 
different aspects of Molecular Biology, Biochemistry and Biotechnology. In addition to foreign speakers there were 
more than 300 participants from all over the country. 

13th Biennial Conference on “Recent Advances & Challenges in Molecular Biology, 
Biochemistry and Biotechnology” 

T h e  6 t h  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o n f e r e n c e  o n 
Environmentally Sustainable Development (ESDev) 
was organized by CIIT Abbottabad, during April 25-
27, 2016. ESDev is one of the worldwide leading 
series of environmental conferences. Since 2005, 
the Conference has remained an active feature for 
promoting the UN's Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs). This conference addresses emerging 
environmental issues, their consequences and the 
desirable remedies. The sixth conference focused on 
promoting research and developmental activities in 
the fields of environment and development. 

CIIT holds ESDev-VI

UN Agenda 2030 has placed water and sanitation at the heart of 
sustainable development. Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) no. 6 
sets down eight ambitious targets: six on outcomes and two on the 
means of implementing the outcome targets to ensure sanitation, water 
and hygiene for all by 2030. Successful realization of these objectives 
requires that we mobilize experts in the field of water and generate 
successful dialogs around critical issues of water access and quality. 
Hence on May 24th, UNESCO Water Chair at CIIT Wah campus 
organized an International Dialogue entitled “Role of Hydro-informatics 
and Integrated Water Resource Management under UN-Agenda 2030”

Prominent water experts from Australia, India, Indonesia, Korea, 
Malaysia, Philippines and representatives from CIIT UNESCO Water Chair participated via tele-conference. Director 
UNESCO Regional Bureau of Science for Asia Pacific, Dr. Shahbaz Khan, moderated the technical sessions. Director 
UNESCO Pakistan, Ms. Vibke Jensen was also present at the event. The participants reflected on UNESCO's actions 
in the Asia Pacific Region and stressed the need for extensive cooperation and collaboration between UNESCO 
chairs and centers in the area. The emergent need for water education was underscored and the role of higher 
education institutions in this regard was greatly highlighted. 

International Dialogue on “Role of Hydro-informatics and Integrated Water Resource 
Management under UN - Agenda 2030”
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The Association of Commonwealth Universities, a network of which CIIT is an active member, publicizes annual 

titular fellowships. This year, Dr. Sobia Baig, Associate Professor/Head of Electrical Engineering Department, CIIT 

Lahore won the Wighton Fellowship in Communication Engineering in InfoLab21, School of Computing and 

Communications at Lancaster University, UK.  

Her research interest in Power Line Communication (PLC) and its utilization in Smart Grid Communication is an 

emerging area of research. Dr. Baig's research is aimed at opening ways in improving the reliability of Narrowband 

Power Line communication, which can be standardized for implementation worldwide.  

Capacity Building through ACU Titular Fellowships

Mr. Asif Malik, Assistant Registrar, participated in the Preparing 
Young Global Leaders Summit (PGLS) 2016, under Professional 
Development Program (PDP), in Moscow, Russia from 23rd-
30th August, along with 34 participants of 30 different 
countries. Held at the School of Public Policy (SPP) of the Russian 
Presidential Academy of National Economy and Public 
Administration (RANEPA), in collaboration with the Moscow 
School of Social and Economic Sciences, the PGLS aimed to 
bring together young people interested in a scholarly approach 

stto practical 21 century leadership. The lectures focused on 
range of topics including, Leadership Psychology, Policy 
Making, Decision Making, Interpersonal Skills, Future of  
Leadership, Public Speaking, HRM etc. Asif represented CIIT 
and Pakistan by winning competitions of the PGLS2016 class 
including Interview Simulation and Legislation Simulation.

Preparing Young Global Leaders Summit (PGLS) 2016, Moscow, Russia

International Office arranged a grand Iftar dinner at 

a local restaurant during the celebrated month of 

Ramadan. International students from different 

countries and faiths along with members of 

International Office were present on the occasion.  It 

was an ideal and fest ive opportunity for 

international students to partake in a religious 

activity and to observe the true spirit of Ramadan. It 

was also a relaxed occasion to interact with other 

fellow students as well as with the staff of the 

International Office.

International Office Hosted Annual Iftar Dinner 

Faculty members from Appalachian State University (USA), 

Novgorod State University (Russia) and CIIT are partnering 

to introduce a course in international leadership which will 

be offered to graduate 

students at each of the 

partnering universities. 

These include Professors 

John Tashner and Barbara 

Howard from Appalachian 

State, Professor Natalia 

Ilyashenko from Novgorod 

State University and Dr. 

Arshad Bashir from the 

Humanities Department 

Islamabad campus. The objectives of the course are to 

develop a deeper understanding of the intricacies of culture 

on communication among those who wish to collaborate 

internationally. Students will have the opportunity to work 

together in a variety of online settings, both synchronously 

and asynchronously, to develop specific projects related to 

real world issues in leadership.

Tripartite Course in International Leadership in 
the works

What's More?
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After a year-long wait and undergoing a comprehensive review process by the U.S. 

National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine (NAS), Prof. Dr. 

Muhammad Abid, Chairman Mechanical Engineering, CIIT Wah has bagged a 

grant under USAID's 'Partnerships for Enhanced Engagement in Research' (PEER) 

program for his project entitled “Satellite Enhanced Snowmelt Flood and Drought 

Predictions for the Kabul River Basin (KRB) with surface and groundwater 

modeling". PEER is a competitive grants program that invites scientists in 

developing countries, partnered with USG-supported collaborators, to apply for 

funds to support research and capacity-building activities on topics with strong 

potential development impacts.

Under the project CIIT is collaborating with the University of New Hampshire 

(USA), Nazarbayev University (Kazakhstan) and Kabul Polytechnic University 

(Afghanistan).We are excited to state that their proposal was one of only 47 

proposals selected this year from among a total of 666 proposals received world-

wide for the 5th Cycle of the PEER Award. The project has been approved for 

funding in the amount of $300,000 spread over 36 months.

CIIT Wah bags the coveted PEER Award!

Our Horizon 2020 Projects

CIIT has been validated by the European Union (EU) to participate in the Horizon 2020, the biggest EU research and 

innovation program, as a partner institution.  So far CIIT has been a partner in three H2020 projects with

1. University of Camerino, University of Milano-Bicocca and University of Cambridge in a project entitled, MetaBLE 

"Advanced bioinformatics for genome and metagenome analyses with discovery of novel biocatalysts from 

extremophiles: implications for improving industrial bioprocesses"

2. University of Life Sciences, Norway and 15 other partner universities on a project entitled “Community-Based 

Policing and Post-Conict Police Reform, ICT4COP”.

3. Lancaster University, University of Cyprus and University of York, along with three other non-EU partners, in a 

project entitled “Advancing the state of the art of MIMO: The key to the successful evolution of wireless 

networks” (ATOM). 

Country Focus Days are designed to introduce the participants to many elements of a particular country. With this in 

perspective, the International Office has been organizing focus days to cherish the relationships CIIT has developed 

over the years with many countries across the globe. The focus days held in 2016 were:

Country Focus Days 2016

22nd April: South Korea Focus Day 

Chief Guest: Ambassador

Dr. Song Jong Hwan

29th March:  Germany Focus Day 

Chief Guests: Head of the Press and 

Cultural Section, Dr. Dan Tidten, and 

Director DAAD Islamabad Office, 

Mr. Lars Bergmeyer.

14th April: France Focus Day

Chief Guest: Attaché Scientific 

and Academic Cooperation, 

Mr. Alban Schwerer

Partnerships for Enhanced
Engagement in Research
(PEER) 
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Our Annual International Events

Vice Chancellors/ Rectors/ Presidents of the Higher Education Institutions of the Islamic world congregate to 

discuss emerging opportunities and challenges of higher education and strengthen collaboration. Hosted in 

partnership with the Ministry of Science and Technology, Ministry of Federal Education and Professional Training, 

Higher Education Commission (HEC), Islamic Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (ISESCO) and the 

Federation of the Universities of the Islamic World (FUIW), VC Forum is one of the most high profile higher 

education events in Pakistan. Three VC forums have been arranged so far in 2012, 2013 and 2015. 

Vice Chancellors (VC) Forum: February

PCBF has been successfully organized every year since 2012 to promote university-industry collaborations between 

China and Pakistan. PCBF is a forum that works to enhance foreign direct investment (FDI) and accelerate socio-

economic development of both countries. The 5th PCBF held from 19th-22nd March, 2016 saw the participation of 

700 Chinese delegates from 400 Chinese and 130 Pakistani companies. The exhibition is open to the general 

public.

The 6th PCBF is planned for 9th -12th March, 2017 in Lahore, Pakistan. 

Pak-China Business Forum(PCBF):  March



International Office
COMSATS Institute of Information Technology, Park Road, Tarlai Kalan, Islamabad, Pakistan

An annual event that links academics, researchers, practitioners and experts in essential discussions around the 

global Islamic finance industry. So far four GFIFs have been arranged annually from 2013 to 2016. 

The 5th Global Forum on Islamic Finance (GFIF) is scheduled for 7th-8th March, 2017 at Pearl Continental Hotel, 

Lahore, Pakistan.

Global Forum on Islamic Finance (GFIF): March

An annual conference organized by CIIT as the custodian of 

the South Asian Chapter of the Academy for Global Business 

Advancement (AGBA). Academics, researchers and industry 

experts from around the world gather to discuss 

contemporary and developing ideas on business, economic 

and social sciences. 

The 9th SAICON is being arranged from 23rd-25th August, 

2017 in Islamabad, Pakistan. 

The South Asian International Conference 

(SAICON): August

FIT our flagship conference of the Faculty of Computer Sciences 

has been successfully running for 13 consecutive years. Technical 

experts and researchers from the dynamic fields of IT gather every 

year to discuss various emerging trends, opportunities and 

challenges. Most innovative IT projects and digital technologies 

are also displayed by students each year. 

The 14th International Conference on Frontiers of Information 

Technology (FIT'16) will be held from December 19-21, 2016 at 

Islamabad Pakistan.

Frontiers of Information Technology (FIT): December

Share your news, stay in touch!
ww3.comsats.edu.pk/International Office/

io@comsats.edu.pk              +92-51-90495389
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