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Our Rankings and Reputation 2017-18

COMSATS Institute of Information Technology 
(CIIT) has, for the third time in a row, proved itself 
as the country's top varsity by charting Times 
Higher Education Rankings for 2018.  

We are delighted to announce that in the latest 
edition of Times Higher Education World 
Universities Rankings by Subject for the year 

2018, CIIT has been ranked among the  for Top 301-400 'Engineering and 
Technology' Top 401-500 'Life Sciences.' and  for  

THE World Universities Ranking (2018) has placed CIIT among the Top 980 
universities of the world, where CIIT is one of only three universities from Pakistan to 
make it into the  band. We are also occupying an enviable position in the 601-800
category of  under the age of 50 years and Top 200 Young Universities Top 141-150 in 
Asia.

CIIT has reinforced its position as a leading Pakistan university by continuously 
performing well in all major national and international university rankings.
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When we look at most lecture-halls at universities across the 
country we see a very traditional looking class design: rooms 
with rows of chairs filled with passive learners listening to their 
teachers.  However, at CIIT we are aware that the learning 
environment and needs have long changed. As technology 
offers increased exibility and more and more ways to learn, 
we realize that it is high time we move away from the classic 
'transmission' or 'lecture model' to fit the needs of the 21st 
century tech-savvy learners.CIIT has hence become the first 
ever university in Pakistan to offer a hybrid mode of teaching, 
by combining face-to-face and online teaching/learning into 
one cohesive experience. 

“We are really thrilled with our new plunge into Hybrid teaching. 
We have had a virtual campus offering pure online distance 
courses since 2012. But introducing flipped classrooms is 
something we had been thinking of for a while now. With hybrid 
mode we are not only focusing on transferring most of the content online but are working hard to develop stimulating and 
engaging online learning activities to balance our face-to-face teaching. It hasn't been done in Pakistan and this is what 
excites us the most.” says Prof. Dr. Raheel Qamar, Rector CIIT. 

To begin with, we are delivering one course of ‘Report Writing & Communication Skills’ in a hybrid mode to students 
of all our campuses. Content and instruction is delivered online where students can access it at their own 
convenience and pace. Students meet with teachers once a week at tutorials for discussions and debate that allow 
deeper exploration of content. This way we know for sure that we are engaging our students who are actively learning 
and there is more focus on students' knowledge application rather than mere memorization. 

What's Up?
CIIT is going Blended: Adapting Pedagogies for the 21st Century Learners

CIIT's French Information Centre Conducts its First Workshop

The French Information Centre (FIC), launched last April at our Islamabad campus, conducted its first workshop on 
October 4, 2017. The Centre, a first of its kind, gathers small groups of students once or twice a month to interact 
with officials from the French Embassy, who provide invaluable information and advice regarding prospects of 
studying in France. 

During the first workshop participants learnt about 'Campus France,' the French national agency for higher 
education and how to effectively use its website as a one-stop-shop to find numerous scholarship opportunities, 
international student mobilities and benefit from other international student services.  The Embassy officials 
explained how studying in France is an experience unlike any other in the world and dispelled some major myths 
surrounding studying in France, including how it is no longer needed to be uent in French to study in France.

thIn the subsequent week, on 11  October, a video conference chat with officials from the Chamber of Commerce on 
the theme of 'Studying in France' was also organized by the FIC. The resource persons for which were Ms. Faustine 
Croquison from the Chamber of Commerce in Paris and Mr. Sebastien Cartier, Higher Education Attaché, Cultural 
and Cooperation Department, Embassy of France in Pakistan.



CIIT, in collaboration with the Inter Islamic Network on Information Technology (INIT) and UNESCO Chair on ICT for 
Development (ICT4D), successfully convened a two-day International Workshop on 'ICTs for Development: 
Mainstreaming the Marginalized' from 5th to 6th October. The workshop was the second edition in the series and 
garnered participation from around forty-one national and international organizations, with a diverse group of 
nearly sixty-five participants hailing from government, development, academia, technology, media and telecom 
sectors.

The opening ceremony was initiated by President INIT/Rector CIIT, Prof. Dr. Raheel Qamar, who gave a brief account 
of his experience with emerging technologies and how perceptions towards use of ICT have evolved over the years. 
The Guest of Honor, Mr. Muhammad Tahir Mushtaq, Member HRD, Ministry for Information Technology & 
Telecommunications, also spoke on the various efforts of Government of Pakistan for making ICT access inclusive of  

women and other marginalized communities. Prof. Tim 
Unwin from the UNESCO Chair on ICT4D also gave an 
account of ICT and development landscape of Pakistan.

The workshop included several technical sessions spread 
over two days. The focus of the 1st day was mainly upon the 
ICTs for Development Landscape of Pakistan, focusing 
upon emerging themes like the financial technologies, low 
tech solutions and addressing the digital gender divide. 
The second day focused upon the needs of the 
marginalized communities and how technology can 
facilitate in terms of disability, rural needs, and 
marginalized children. 

International Workshop on ICTs for Development: Mainstreaming the Marginalized

Environmental and Climate Change 

Seminar in support of World Earth Day

Thai Book Corner established at Junaid 

Zaidi Library

The International Office, in collaboration with the 
Departments of Architecture & Design, Meteorology 
and Center for Policy Studies (CPS) organized a day-
long seminar on “Environmental and Climate 
Change” aiming to provoke and enrich public 
discourse on climate change. H.E Mr. Jao Sabido 
Costa, Charge de Affairs of the Portuguese Embassy, 
was invited as Guest of Honor at the event. 
Representatives from international organizations, 
private and public sectors, academia and civil society 
were gathered to develop awareness and encourage 
individual action for the protection of mother Earth. 
Many students from NUST, QAU, NUML, MUST & AJK 
also attended the seminar. 

The seminar discussed global climate challenges and 
need of environmental preservation. CIIT team of 
gardeners, who work hard to keep the campus green, 
were also invited to make speeches at the seminar. 
Ambassador Fauzia Nasreen, Head CPS concluded 
the event by delivering vote of thanks. The 
deliberations of the seminar brought forward the 
conclusion that if we wish to see the survival of 
humankind, then the responsibility to address climate 
change and environmental protection must be 
shouldered by each and every individual.

3

A first ever Thai Book Corner was established at CIIT's 
Junaid Zaidi Library which was formally inaugurated 
by Thai Counselor, Ms. Marisa Indramangala on 18th 
October 2017.  The Royal Embassy of Thailand in 
Islamabad donated many books, in Siamese (Thai) 
and English languages, with the aim to enhance 
understanding of Thailand's culture, rich history, 
society, education system, economy and promoting 
intercultural harmony. 

The inaugural event, arranged by the International 
Office, was attended by senior CIIT officials and faculty 
members, including our very own Thai foreign faculty 
member Dr. Vanisa Surapipith and her parents. At the 
inaugural event, Dr. Sheikh Ziauddin of Computer 
Sciences Department, who happens to be a Thai 
alumnus, shared his personal experience of studying 
at Asian Institute of Technology (AIT), Thailand and 
spoke highly of the multicultural and eventful life in 
Thailand, its tasty cuisine and fabulous beaches.

The Thai guests had lunch at the faculty café where 
they got to enjoy not only traditional Pakistani food but 
also were treated to some scrumptious Thai dishes that 
were prepared by Dr. Surapipith's parents, another 
fantastic way of showing the fusion of our cultures. 
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CIIT, through concentrated efforts over the years, has been successful in 
attracting a massive and steady inux of international students from around 
the world, particularly from COMSATS member countries. Currently 375 
students from 17 countries are studying at our various campuses. And to 
ensure these foreign students get the best out of their academic journeys, 
CIIT has recently begun an exclusive paid internship program at the 
COMSATS Headquarters.

This novel idea was conceived by the Executive Director COMSATS, Dr. S. M. 
Junaid Zaidi (H.I, S.I) and the first batch of ten foreign students was 
inducted, after a rigorous selection process, in March of 2017. Encouraged 
from the success of the pilot program, a batch of ten more students from 
Bangladesh, Cameroon, Ethiopia, Gambia, Iran, Nepal and Nigeria have 
been inducted this October. These students will spend the next few months 
working alongside senior officials of COMSATS Secretariat to enhance their 
understanding about this multifaceted Commission and act as facilitators 
for cooperation with their respective countries.

What's More?

Paid Internships for CIIT International Students at 

COMSATS Secretariat
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CIIT celebrates Belgium 

Focus Day

To spread awareness about culture, 
food, traditions and educational 
prospects, CIIT keeps alive the 
tradition of conducting the focus 
days of different countries. In line 
with this norm, International Office 
organized the Belgian Day on April 
24. The Ambassador of Belgium in 
Pakistan, H.E Frederic Verheyden 
accompanied by First Secretary Mr. 
Bruno Vandecasteele graced the 
event. H.E enthralled the audience 
with his jovial talk on, “Global Peace 
u n d e r  t h e  C h a n g i n g  Wo r l d 
Scenario” and further highlighted 
the features of Alumni formation and 
engaging with University of Hasselt, 
which is a prestigious university of 
Belgium and annually visits Pakistan 
to enroll qualified students for their 
different programs.

Furthermore, the Belgian Embassy 

gives patronage to the University of 
Hasselt and facilitates it during their 
admission campaign in Pakistan. In 
his recollection of diplomatic 
assignments in different parts of the 
world, he dilated on issues such as: 
national interest, rivalries and 
competit ion, internal security, 
BREXIT, CPEC & educational policies 
in Belgium.  The Head IO, expressed 
his gratitude to the Ambassador for 
taking time out of his other official 
commitments and to come and 
speak with the students.

To make newly enrolled foreign students of Fall 2017 Semester feel 
welcome, a party was organized by the International Office on 16th 
October 2017. Head International Office gave an orientation to the newly 
joined students about student life at CIIT. Rector CIIT also interacted with the 
students and shared his personal experiences of having been an 
international student in the US. He urged the foreign students to whole 
heartedly immerse in the academic and social and cultural activities to fully 
benefit from the studying abroad experience. 

The students also got a chance to network with CIIT senior officials who 
assured them utmost cooperation in making their academic journey in 
Pakistan smooth and enjoyable. Party entertainment included traditional 
musical performances by CIIT local students and tea by way of traditional 
snacks like hot samosas, pakoras and jalebis.

“Welcome Party” for Foreign Students 



Department of Meteorology invited Prof. Dr. Siwatt 
Pongpiachan from Center of Research and Development of 
Disaster Prevention and Management, School of Social and 
Environmental Development, National Insti tute of 
Development Administration (NIDA), Thailand to visit CIIT 
Islamabad Campus from April 13th to 21st, 2017.

Prof. Siwat also visited Abbottabad campus to engage with the 
researchers for mutual interest and shared his academic 
research expertise. On April 17th Dr. Siwat conducted an 
informative seminar on “Risk Assessments of PM2.5 Bounded 
Polycyclic Aromatic Hydrocarbons during the Biomass Burning 
Episodes, 2004 Tsunami, and Antarctica.” Soon after his visit, 
he assured of all possible collaboration with National Science 
and Technology Development Agency (NSTDA), the 
Synchrotron Light Research Institute, Thailand (SLRI) and 
Thailand Research Fund (TRF) with the CIIT's researchers.

With the objective of broad based educational and research 
collaboration, a five-member delegation from the Chinese 
Association of Higher Education, led by Ms. Xiaomei Wang, 
Deputy General, CAHE visited CIIT Islamabad on 18th July. 
In a meeting with senior CIIT officials and alumni of Chinese 
universities, the visitors were given a brief outline of CIIT's 
growth, expansion, and excellence in teaching, research 
and internationalization. The visitors were quite impressed 
by the extensive number of ongoing research linkages 
between CIIT and several reputed Chinese universities and 
institutions. The visitors also toured the Junaid Zaidi library 
and labs of Computer Science and Electrical Engineering 
and appreciated the well-maintained facilities. 

In 2047, Pakistan will be a hundred years old and to discuss 
the course of the country's development over the previous 
decades and to give a glimpse into the future, Mr. 
Pactchamuthu Illangovan, Country Director for World Bank 
was invited for a talk at the Islamabad Campus on 11th 
May 2017. 

Speaking with the students of International Relations, Mr. 
Illangovan shed light on the developmental journey and 
challenges the country had to face throughout the various 
decades. He emphasized that with only 30 years left to 
reach the centennial milestone, Pakistan needs a more 
disciplined approach to development for it to attain its short 
and medium-term goals.  He painted two contrasting 
pictures of Pakistan by 2047, one that looks familiar to 
Pakistan today and another akin to Malaysia and China. 
The WB Director stressed on the importance of generating 
indigenous revenues through improved tax collection and 
increased participation of women in the work force as the 
key drivers to economic growth in the coming decades. He also spoke on the huge potential of CPEC and the role of 
WB in the economic growth of Pakistan.
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Comings & Goings 

World Bank Country Director Visits Islamabad Campus to Talk Development

Director NIDA, Thailand visits CIIT

China Association of Higher Education 

(CAHE)



19 April 

Visitors from the Embassy of France 
Counselor for Cooperation and 
Cultural Affairs, Andre de Bussy
Higher Education Attaché, Sebastian 
Cartier

20 April

Delegation from China University 
of Petroleum, Beijing

9 May

Delegation from Hainan Tropical 
Ocean University, China

24 April

Delegation from the Embassy of Belgium 
Ambassador, H.E Frederic Verheyden 
First Secretary, Bruno Vandecasteele

18 July

Delegation from China 
Association of Higher Education 

23 May

Cultural Counselor, Embassy of Jordan
Mr. Mahmoud Oglah Baniata

2 October 

Ambassador, Embassy of Federal 
Republic of Somalia
H.E. Khadija Mohamed 
Almakhzoumi

18 October

Counsellor, Royal Thai Embassy 
Ms. Marisa Indramangala

26 October 

Delegation from University of Western 
Australia (UWA)
Chair and Director/Professor 
Agriculture, Dr. Kadambot Siddique
International Relationships Manager, 
Paul Buist

14 September

Vice Minister for Education, Research, 
Science & Technology, The Gambia, 
Mr. Yaya Sireh Jallow

27 October 

Chargé d' Affaires, Portuguese 
Embassy, H.E. Joao Sabido Costa 
Ambassador of Brazil, H.E. Claudio 
Raja Gabaglia Lins

30 October

Delegation from University of Kent, UK
Dean Internationalization, Dr. Anthony 
Manning
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Who Else is Visiting Us? 

During the last few months, since the publication of 6th edition 
of C-Global in March, CIIT has been honored to welcome 
many diplomatic and academic delegations to its beautiful 
Islamabad Campus.

8 November

Cultural Attache, Royal Embassy of
Saudi Arabia
Prof. Dr. Ali Mhd. Hawasawi



Dr. Shabana Nisar of CIIT Lahore campus has done CIIT real proud and is soon to join 
Harvard University's experimental particle physics group as a Visiting Researcher. Dr. 
Shabana will be spending a year working in the research group of Prof. Melissa 
Franklin that works on the Compact Muon Solenoid (CMS) experiment at the Large 
Hadron Collider(LHC) at CERN. The group's work is focused on finding new 
Physics- in the form of supersymmetry, extra dimensions and/or other exotic new 
possibilities-- that has eluded scientists for decades. 

Dr. Shabana completed her Ph.D. from Syracuse university, USA in experimental 
particle physics at a very young age of twenty-six. She is interested in a lot of the 
scientific mysteries of the universe and has been working at CIIT as the Head of 
Particle Physics group for over six years.  Dr. Shabana has been instrumental in 
establishing international collaborations at CIIT, which are essential for research 
in experimental particle physics. She is also working with the BESSIII collaboration, 
which is a scientific conglomerate of physicists from across the world working on 
experiments to study the physics related to charm quarks. In the past, she has been part 
of LHCb and CLEO collaborations.
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Some Success Stories

CIIT's Particle Physicist joins Harvard's Research Group

Team Archiply, Memoona Dawood and Muhammad Ali, alumni of CIIT Architecture & Design Department, launched 
a first ever International Architectural Competition in Pakistan by the name of 'Archiventure' from 24th to 28th August 
2017. Participating in similar competitions abroad, through the platform of CIIT, the enterprising young graduates 
realized that there was an extreme dearth of such interactive activities in Pakistan. 

CIIT, as the alma mater, to help support the young graduates and nurture their idea into tangible reality, partially 
funded and hosted the school at our picturesque Abbottabad campus. Students and graduates from CIIT and seven 
other universities attended the four-day summer school which provided them the exclusive opportunity to learn from 
expert architects and young professionals who were invited as international tutors from Spain, Egypt, Algeria, Austria 
and Thailand. Following the model of a design studio, with the help from the foreign tutors, the participants worked 
in groups to design and present their concepts of a perfect 'summer pavilion.' The designs were then assessed by an 
expert panel of jurors from Pakistan, Bangladesh, Italy and Thailand. Five of the top designs won their designers a 
chance to intern at some of the best offices around the world. Not only this, but the best design is also planned to be 
built at CIIT Abbottabad Campus. Executive Director, COMSATS also met with the school's participants and foreign 
tutors to appreciate their work and energy. 

Seeing the amazing success of this pioneering project, CIIT has decided to make 'Archiventure' its annual residential 
summer school that will be open to participation from national as well as international students of all commonwealth 
universities, see details at Page 12. It will follow the model of all popular international summer/winter schools and 
offer a mix of academic and cultural activities to the participating students.

Archiventure: International Architectural Competition Launched by CIIT Fresh 

Graduates 
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Generous Grant Secured for International Conference under the British Council 

Researcher Links
International research collaborations form the nucleus of all CIIT internationalization 
efforts which is why our dedicated community of scholars, scientists and researchers 
remain on the constant look out to form research linkages across the globe to help 
create new knowledge and form valuable connections. Hosting international 
conferences and events is another way CIIT helps nurture researcher to researcher links 
between CIIT and other higher education institutions.

In the same spirit, Prof. Dr. Syed Amjad Farid Hasnu of Management Sciences 
Department, CIIT Abbottabad campus, together with his counterparts at Coventry University in the UK, have secured 
a whopping grant worth Rs. 6.4 Million to organize an international Pakistan-UK joint research workshop in 
Islamabad to help promote researcher-to-researcher connections. The grant has come from the British Council 
Researcher Links program that provides the opportunity to form international connections through fully funded 
workshops and travel grants. The workshop will be conducted at CIIT during second week of January 2018.

An exquisite travelling exhibition of Portuguese ceramic tiles called 
'Azulejos' was displayed at COMSATS Art Gallery (CAG) on 27th 
October 2017. The event was jointly organized by the 
International Office and CAG, together with the Embassy of 
Portugal and the Embassy of Brazil. Chargé d' Affaires, Portuguese 
Embassy, H.E. Joao Sabido Costa with his wife Mrs. Gloria Sabido 
Costa, Ambassador of Brazil, H.E. Claudio Raja Gabaglia Lins 
and Head International Office, CIIT, Dr. Arshad S. Malik 
inaugurated the exhibition of spectacular images and posters of 
beautiful Azulejos decorating palaces, churches, monasteries, 
restaurants and homes in Portugal. 

The word azulejo is derived from the Arabic word az-zulayj, meaning 'small polished stone.' The tiles are not only 
used as an art form but also to control temperature inside 
buildings. In his address H.E. Joao Sabido Costa explained that 
Azulejo art dates as far back as the 13th century, during the 
invasion of the Moors, but the artform secured its foothold in 
Portuguese culture between the 16th and 17th centuries. 
Traditional azulejos were decorated in a simple color palate, 
dominated by blues and whites, much like our very own Multani 
ceramic art.  Ambassador of Brazil also spoke at the occasion 
about the impact of post-colonial rule on the art reproductions of 
Azulejo in Brazil. He said that the deep-rooted Art of Azulejo in 
Portugal has inspired the art of other places of the world like; 
Americas, Australia, Africa, etc.

'Portugal Art of Azulejo' Comes to CIIT

'From Scroll to the Book':  An Exhibition celebrating Art of the Mughal Empire

The Art of Miniature painting, inherited from the Mughal emperors 
of the sub-continent, has long been a part of Pakistan's history. 
Originally an art form used to illustrate the books and scrolls of the 
Mughal rulers, the works in the contemporary times have evolved 
with experimentations in the use of materials, forms and styles. To 
promote this art form, COMSATS Art Gallery (CAG) arranged a 
research based travelling show from Pakistan to China. Artworks 
of eight miniature artists, from the Faculty of Architecture & Design, 
were exhibited at the opening show at CAG on 30th October, after 
which the works travelled to China to be displayed at Shanghai 
University and the Peace Museum in Beijing. 



CIIT Students' Globetrotting Experiences

CIIT Students Ready for a Semester in 

the US with Global UGRAD 2017-18

Three lucky students of CIIT, Islamabad Campus, 
Qazawat Zirak, Zulfiqar Essa and Muzna Shehzad, 
were among hundred undergraduates selected from 
Pakistan to be a part of the US Government-funded 
Global Undergraduate Exchange Program, 
commonly known as Global UGRAD, for 2017-18. 
Managed by the United States Educational 
Foundation in Pakistan (USEFP), the program places 
promising young students at U.S. universities to 
expose them to the US educational system, society, 
and culture, as part of broader efforts to promote 
mutual understanding and inter-cultural harmony. 

While Qazawat Zirak is currently enrolled at the 
University of Wisconsin-Green Bay for the current Fall 
2017 semester, the remaining two students are 
expected to begin their program in 2018. During their 
exchange, along with academic study, the students are 
also required to participate in volunteer community 
services and professional development activities, and 
engage actively with their American peers. UGRAD 
scholarships provide for international travel, tuition 
fee, lodging, a small monthly stipend and funding for 
books. Global UGRAD alumni leave the US with all the 
tools to become successful leaders in their professions 
in their home countries.

The Association of Commonwealth Universities (ACU) 
Summer Schools- now in their seventh year- provide 
talented students, from Commonwealth countries, the 
fantastic opportunity to come together to discuss 
multidisciplinary issues of global importance. The 
2017 ACU Summer School was hosted from 6 to12 
August, at the Bath Spa University, UK on the theme of 
'Creat ing Greener Narrat ives Through the 
Environmental Arts and Humanities.'

The school saw forty students from twenty-seven 
universities come together for an exciting week of 
lectures, expert talks, workshops, field trips, group 
projects and social events. Among them was Kanza 
Javed, MS student of Remote Sensing & GIS, CIIT 
Islamabad Campus. The participants discussed 
universal environmental challenges facing society 
today and learnt about how by creating new alliances 
between the Arts, Humanities, and Environmental 
Sciences, humanity can transition toward a more 
sustainable life on Earth. As part of the school, 
delegates also competed in groups. Kanza was a part 
of a winning group project titled–“WAKE UP” that 
explored concepts of pollution and biodiversity loss by 
using a mix of visual presentation, spoken words and 
online content to present their ideas.
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CIIT Student Excels at ACU Summer 

School 2017 



COMSIANS Tour Azerbaijan

Every year Government of Azerbaijan launches a worldwide -What do I know about Azerbaijan? -essay competition. 
This year, being declared as an Islamic Solidarity year by the Republic of Azerbaijan, the competition was open only 
in member countries of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC).

The Embassy of the Republic of Azerbaijan in Pakistan received over 200 entires, out of which only top five 
contestants won a weeklong fully-funded tour of Azerbaijan. But what brings us the most joy is that out of the lucky 
five finalists, three participated from the platform of the International Office as alumni of CIIT; From Islamabad 
Campus, Ms. Tahira Abdullah, Graduate of Management Sciences and Ms. Shazma Gul, Graduate of BioSciences; 
and from Abbottabad Campus, Mr. Qaiser Nawab, Graduate of Electrical Engineering. The lucky winners visited the 
historical and cultural sites, Heydar Aliyev Center, ADA University, Ismayilli, Gabala and Shaki cities and acquainted 
with rich cultural and historical heritage of Azerbaijan.

University of Nottingham, Malaysia 

Campus' Summer School 

University of Nottingham organized a two-week 
intensive summer school on the popular theme of 
'Doing Business in Asia', from 4th to 19th July, at its 
overseas campus in Malaysia. Having received 
fantastic feedback from our students who participated 
last year in the same school, CIIT once again opened 
the opportunity to all those who were interested. 
Hence, after a comprehensive selection process, three 
students from Islamabad Campus, Aleena Naseer 
and Zula Khan of Management Sciences and 
Muhammad Haider Waheed of Electrical Engineering 
Department, partook in the school this year.

The school draws on the expertise of faculty and expert 
researchers from within the Nottingham University 
Business School (NUBS). Modules include study of the 
rapid growth of Asian economies and distinctive 
regional models of capitalism. It teaches key 
managerial skills required to deal successfully with the 
specific challenges of Asian business environments 
and the practices of major Asian companies. 

The students got the invaluable opportunity to interact 
with the delegates from seventeen different countries, 
participate in engaging educational and recreational 
activities, gain insight into university life in Malaysia 
and explore Kuala Lampur. The visit helped in 
boosting the students' confidence and strengthened 
the bond between CIIT and UNMC.  
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Daniyal Waheed spent a semester on Erasmus+, student mobility program, in Turkey from 13th February to 10th June 
2017. These are his thoughts on the place he now considers to be a second home.

“Turkey. The name invokes retentions of a fascinating longstanding history, mesmerizing traditional architecture and 
of course, a beautiful people. Turkey has always been in my imagination. I have always wanted to visit its mystic cities 
and walk amongst its people; so the decision to spend my Erasmus study in Ankara was an easy one. I had the 
opportunity to visit this enchanting land under the Erasmus+ Credit Mobility Program and 
I can honestly proclaim that it has been the single most useful thing I have done with 
my life, so far. 

When I reached Ankara in the winters of February, I thought I'd freeze to death 
but when I entered Middle Eastern Technical University (METU), or as it is 
popularly known in Ankara as Orta Dogu Teknik Universitesi for the first time 
and saw its magnificent buildings around me, I could not believe that I 

would spend the next five months studying in one of the 
most renowned and respected Universities of 

Turkey and fell instantly in love.  I was 
surprised at how international the campus 

was and how people from all different 
countries, ethnicities, cultures, religions 

and speaking the languages of the 
world came together as a single 
student body. 

Words fa l l  shor t  to  descr ibe my 
experience. I could tell you about the dozens 
of cultures I encountered during my stay at METU, 
Ankara. I could regale you with myriad anecdotes of the amazing 
adventures I had with friends from all over the world, scaling mountains and 
exploring the deep sea. I could convey to you how my mind has expanded 
beyond its boundaries academically, learning so much in so little a time. I 

could speak to you of the gorgeous green planes, the enthralling mountains, 
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KIT Summer International Program, Korea

The Kumoh National Institute of Technology (KIT) held its Summer International Program, from 10th to 23rd August, 
in Gumi, South Korea. Being an academic partner of KIT, CIIT students also participated in the program specifically 
designed for those who want to learn Korean culture, history, society, business as well as Korean language.

Following the popular model of international summer schools, the program consisted of a broad mix of academic 
and cultural activities. Participants also visited several historical and cultural sites around Gumi and other cities in 
Korea. CIIT promotes these programs as these provide exposure and open new educational vistas for the students. 

In His Own Words: CIIT Student's ERASMUS+ Experience



the whitest snow and the bluest water that I saw. I could tell you how the Turks are 
the kindest people, how Istanbul has an aura of history that permeates you, how 
the culture is a unique, often paradoxical blend. But words do fall short. I can only 
tell you that I have learned, I have grown, I have jumped into the fray only to 
emerge a better person, and thankful for the opportunity to do so. This program 
provided me with a bubble of space and time, all cared for in all conceivable 
ways to go out into the world and be amazed.

I will never forget this experience and the friends I made, because everyone has 
left me something and when you have as amazing experience with other people 
as I did on Erasmus, you will remain connected to them.  I will always consider 
Turkey as a second home and I hope to come back soon.”

Our First International Residential Summer School 2018  
The Association of Commonwealth Universities (ACU) instigated its first 
'Commonwealth Residential School' in 2011 with the aim 'to provide a 
forum for high quality students from every corner of the Commonwealth 
to discuss multidisciplinary issues of global importance.' And time and 
again our students have been encouraged and enabled to participate in 
various ACU summer schools around the world. 

Now in our constant attempt to emulate international best practices, for the first time CIIT is working in cooperation 
with the ACU, to host our very own international residential summer school in 2018. The International Office, 
Department of Architecture & Design and Team Archiply, have joined hands to bring you  The 'Archiventure 02.'
theme of the event will focus on  and it will 'Making cities and communities inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable'
take place from . The school will bring together 50 students from ACU member universities 5th to 11th August, 2018
around the world for an exciting week of expert lectures, field trips, networking, social events and group work. 
Participants will have a rare and exclusive opportunity to learn from international architects and young professionals, 
who will discuss the challenges and opportunities inherent in urbanization. International travel grants by the ACU will 
also make participation of interested students from the UK possible.  

International Office
COMSATS Institute of Information Technology, Park Road, Tarlai Kalan, Islamabad, Pakistan

Share your news, stay in touch!
ww3.comsats.edu.pk/International Office/

io@comsats.edu.pk              +92-51-90495389
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