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It is a great honor and pride to share that in the latest 2018 
Academic Ranking of World Universities (ARWU), released by 
Shanghai Ranking Consultancy on 28th August, COMSATS 
University Islamabad (CUI) has taken the lead in Pakistan. 

Academic Ranking of World Universities (ARWU) is 
considered among the three most authentic and widely revered university 
rankings besides QS World University Rankings and Times Higher 
Education World University Rankings. 

What gives us immense pleasure to announce is that for the rst time ever 
four Pakistani universities have made it into the coveted ARWU 2018 
Rankings. Once again taking the lead in the region, CUI is placed in the 
601-700 band of the ranking followed by Quaid-e-Azam University 
Islamabad that was placed in the 701-800 band and University of the 
Punjab, which was placed in the 801-900. Aga Khan University is the fourth 
Pakistani university in the ranking, placed in the 901-1000 band. A heartiest 
congratulations to all four Universities in this great feat.

CUI breaks into the Shanghai ARWU 2018 
Rankings with a Bang!

Message from Chief Editor
Hi Folks and welcome to yet another exciting instalment of C-
Global- our bi-annual news publication meant to share many 
interesting stories with you. 

I can't believe that it is October already. I'm sure you would all 
agree that the year has literally own by. None-the-less, it has 
been a busy and exciting time for CUI as we have had a number 
of great events since our 8th edition came out in May. In this 
issue you will nd out about our latest foray into the Academic Ranking of World 
Universities (ARWU)- the Shanghai Ranking, read about research headways being 
made at CUI and learn about the many important visits, international conferences 
and events that took place during the June-September period. 

Please do not hesitate to contact us with any questions, comments or suggestions 
that you may have when reading our newsletter and be sure to keep visiting our 
website for real-time news, updates and more. 

Arshad S. MalikArshad S. Malik

Nature Index ranks CUI at the Top for High 
Impact Factor Journal Publications in Pakistan
Every year, the Nature Index publishes country output 
tables based on counts of high-quality research outputs in 
the previous calendar year. According to the new released 
index, published on Tuesday 19th June 2018, CUI has yet 
again taken the top position for the most high-impact factor journal 
publications from Pakistan. The research publications rankings include all 
the research publications for CUI published between April 1, 2017-March 
31, 2018 which are tracked by Nature Index. CUI had 40 high impact factor 
publications, including 3 publications by CUI's Rector Prof. Dr. Raheel 
Qamar, in this recent ranking as compared to about 60 from other Pakistani 
universities.
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Ø Dean Faculty of Sciences, Dr. Arshad 
S. Bhatti and his research team 
consisting of Dr. Uzma Nosheen, Dr.  
Liaquat Aziz and Dr. Nashmia Sabih 
have succeeded in having their 
r e sea r ch  on  ' SN  Doped  ZNS 
Nanowires for White Light Source 
Material,' patented by the USPTO.

Ø Dr. Muhammad YAR, AP working at 
the CUI Interdisciplinary Research 
Centre in Biomedical Materials 
(IRCBM), and his research team has also been allowed a patent for 
their research entitled 'Material and preparation of biocompatible 
hemostatic water-soluble chitosan' 

Patents Allowed 

CUI, Abbottabad Researcher secures funding from the 
National Science Foundation of China (NSFC)
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CUI Researcher Working on Color Blindness

Dr. Umair Hassan, AP Department of Physics, is working 
collaboratively with researchers at the University of Birmingham to 
develop 'Contact Lenses for Color Blindness.' Their study has been 
published in Wiley- Advanced Healthcare Materials in August 2018. 

Color vision deciency (color blindness) is an inherited genetic ocular 
disorder. While no cure for this disorder currently exists, several 
methods can be used to increase the color perception of those 
affected. One such method is the use of color ltering glasses which 
are based on Bragg lters. While these glasses are effective, they are 
high cost, bulky, and incompatible with other vision correction 
eyeglasses. The researchers in this study have incorporated a 
rhodamine derivative in contact lenses to lter out the specic 
wavelength bands (545–575 nm) for application in color vision 
deciency management. The biocompatibility of the contact lenses is 
assessed in human corneal broblasts and human corneal epithelial 
cells showing no toxicity and high cell viability. 

TÊTE-À-TÊTE WITH 
PROF. DR. RAHEEL QAMAR (T.I), RECTOR CUI P-03

Dr. Adnan Ahmed Tahir, Associate 
P r o f e s s o r ,  D e p a r t m e n t  o f 
Environmental Sciences Abbottabad 
Campus is working collaboratively 
with Hunnan University of Science 
and Technology, China and ICIMOD 
on a research project titled "Glacier 
Changes and associated Hydrologic 
Impact under Warming Climate in 
Hunza Valley along the Sino-Pakistan Economic Corridor.” The project 
has been approved by the National Science Foundation of China 
(NSFC) and won worth 20,00,000 CNY (~31,6000 USD) for 3 years.

What’s Ahead Tête-À-Tête with Prof. Dr. Raheel Qamar (T.I), Rector CUI

“It has been a rollercoaster ride. Universities are really 
complex organisations and managing them is no easy 
task. The job of a Rector or Vice Chancellor looks very 
attractive from a far, but it is a very demanding role that 
requires a very unique mix of skills and capabilities. 

As a Rector you need to possess administrative and 
nancial acumen, be politically astute, have an outlook 
of an academic and yet possess the full suite of 
managerial skills such as being adept in fundraising, 
managing crisis situations, being a civic leader and so 
much more. On top of everything one core 
characteristic, that I have learnt that you need to succeed 
in this role is to have a very thick skin. 

For Academics especially, it is an altogether different 
experience. When you are in Academia you are used to 
a lot of respect and there is so much dignity. Being a 
Rector, unfortunately, you are faced with a lot of 
challenges and there is an unnecessary amount of mud-
slinging involved as well. So, you need to be able to face 
all sorts of criticism- positive, constructive and absolutely 
unnecessary and baseless as well.” 

This is the era of innovation and entrepreneurship. Our 
youth has a huge responsibility towards this country to 
take it forward and propel its economy. And we as the 
education providers have responsibility to equip our 
students and graduates with the tools to do so. 

Our focus is to engage our students in innovative 
research in their academic lives. Students have access to 
the 'Student Start-up Business Centre' (SSBC) and 
'Cubator One,' our business incubation centres, to help 
them with their entrepreneurial ventures.  When the 
students are in their nal semesters we encourage them 
to come up with novel ideas. The projects are then 
shortlisted on basis of innovative merit. We then provide 
them funding to bring their ideas to life and set-up their 
entrepreneurial ventures. Our business incubation 
centre has graduated 45+ companies to date and 30+ 
companies are currently in incubation having an 
economic footprint of 200 Million PKR. The University 
itself doesn't make any money off these ventures. It is 
solely to help our students take off the ground and into 
the industry. 

In 2012 in the US, over 56 Billion USD was invested by 
universities in spinoff companies and have an economic 
footprint of over 200 Billion USD. This is something that 
we need to take note of. We need to learn from their 
concepts of venture capital and angel funding. 

You have been at the helm for a little under 
two years now. What can you tell us about 
your experience so far?

The Editorial Team of C-Global sat down with Rector 
CUI, Prof. Dr. Raheel Qamar (T.I), to speak about 
experience at the helm

You have personally done so much in the 
research space. Since your preferment to 
the position of Rector what strategies have 
you adopted to improve the research 
culture at CUI? 
CUI has always had great research output which is very 
apparent from our research rankings. However, my 
focus is towards shifting the paradigm from research 
creation to commercialization which is something we as 
a nation are seriously lagging behind in. CUI currently 
has 55 patents and 13+ have been granted and a 2 or 3 
are in the advance stages of commercialization now. 
This is less than 10% conversion rate and my focus is to 
increase this percentage. My emphasis is on pushing 
our researchers to engage in more patentable research. 

We want to have more of the commercially viable 
research that has an impact on the society and 
community.

You have stated on several occasions a 
mantra of producing job providers and not 
job seekers. Why do you believe this to be 
important? 

What has been the biggest challenge in 
your career so far?
Getting the University charter was challenging 
especially because it came at a time when the tenure of 
the previous government was ending. I knew if our 
charter had not passed we would have to start from the 
scratch once the assemblies dissolved and the new 
government came in and of course that meant years of 
hard work gone to waste. Of course, there were things 
we could've been better represented in the charter or 
things that could've been better but for the greater good 
I had to make an executive decision. 

CUI has just recently entered the Shanghai 
AWUR 2018. What are your views on the 
Universities rankings in general? 
Firstly, we are extremely thrilled at the announcement. 
CUI has of course once again taken the lead in the 
country which is a great source of satisfaction for us. 
THE, QS and Shanghai are the most credible ranking 
bodies. So being recognized by these bodies and 
charting their rankings each year is not only a source of 
joy for us but more importantly it is a great testament to 
the incredible work that is being done at this institution. I 
believe, these rankings provide a great yardstick for 

WHAT'S UP? P-05

WORKSHOPS AT CUI P-08

COMINGS & GOINGS P-10

CUI STUDENT GLOBETROTTERS P-12
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Panel Discussion on 'Extremists & Security Narratives' with Macquarie University, 
Sydney Australia

COMSATS University Islamabad campus organized a riveting panel discussion on 'Extremists & Security Narratives' 
on Friday 3rd August 2018. Dr. Julian Droogan, Senior Lecturer Department of Security Studies & Criminology from 
Macquarie University, Australia was the international resource person.

In his talk Dr. Droogan discussed how the terrorist narratives and propaganda have shifted over the years. Extremist 
groups such as al-Qaeda and the Islamic State have been producing e-magazines in English which, on the surface, 
are aimed at creating propaganda, recruiting militants and encouraging acts of violent extremism. 

Dr. Droogan comprehensively analyzed e-magazines 'Inspire' and 'Dabiq' to reveal some surprising ndings. It was 
found that while the content did propagate anti-Western themes the publications also appeared to show concern 
about a wide range of issues unrelated to terrorism such as women's right, climate change and the global nancial 
crisis. He exclaimed that analysis of such communications by terrorist groups is deemed necessary to get into the 
minds of these groups and for guiding counterterrorism efforts. Co-panelists Dr. Imran Syed and Dr. Sohail Ahmad 
from CUI spoke on 'Positivism and Post-Positivism Views of Terrorism' and 'The Evolution of Counterterrorism 
Narratives' respectively. Dr. Inayat Kalim moderated the discussions that ensued.

Lecture on "Canadian Foreign Policy: 
Some Important Debates” 
Dr. Imran Syed, Head, Centre for Policy Studies (CPS), 
CUI Islamabad was invited to give a talk on "Canadian 
Foreign Policy: Some Important Debates" at the Area 
Studies Center (ASC),   Quaid-i-Azam University, 
Islamabad, on 3 May 2018.  The talk was attended by 
the faculty, Ph.D students and M.Phil students of the 
ASC.

Early Friday morning on 3rd August 2018, our 
International research student from Nigeria, Hassan 
Muhammad, welcomed a gorgeous and healthy little 
baby boy who has stolen our hearts.
Hassan Muhammad is a research fellow under the CUI-
TWAS Sandwich Fellowship from Bayero University, Kano. 
He is currently completing part of his research at the 
Department of Mathematics, Islamabad Campus under 
the supervision of Prof. Dr. Abdullah Shah.
Hassan is accompanied by his wife Juwairiyya and two 
beautiful children Hanif and Hanifa who are 4 and 3 years 
old. The family has just welcomed their third baby 
Muhammad Hamiz.  Rector CUI sent his warm wishes and 
bouquet to the proud parents to celebrate this amazing 
news.
Everyone at the International ofce couldn't be more 
excited as it's the very rst time in history that one of our international students have had a baby. We hope that 
Pakistan stays forever in his heart as he will denitely stay in ours.

COMSATS University, Islamabad Welcomes a Little Angel

What's Up?

What in your eyes is the biggest challenge 
for our Pakistani education system? 

Where do you see CUI in the next 
5 to 10 years?

teaching our students and youth on how to be a model 
citizen and having that civic responsibility is by far the 
most important part-role of a good quality education. 

As I see it, in Pakistan one of our biggest challenges is 
that our education system has become obsolete. There 
is huge disparity between the skills that are being taught 
to the young people by means of formal education and 
the skills that are actually needed to build a future for 
themselves and also this country. Rote learning is not the 
way anymore. 

I believe that the true value of an education and degree 
lies in how it equips a person to become a useful and 
productive member of the society and a model citizen of 
this country. Presently, we are preparing them for well-
dened professional occupations where conformity is 
valued over creativity. 

Even at CUI we have been struggling to change the 
mind-set of the students and teachers by introducing 
new modalities of teaching & learning. We need to 
understand that we must nurture creativity, critical 
thinking, design thinking, entrepreneurship, self-
learning and self-reliance; we must prepare students for 
a world in which they may have to revise their skills on a 
regular basis and become independent learners.

Recently, you have been speaking out on 
the issues like climate change and water 
scarcity. You spearheaded the 'Adopt a Tree 
Campaign.' You also openly encouraged 
students and faculty to donate for the 
Bhasha Dam. Where does this passion or 
drive come from?
“Dharti Ma hai (the Earth is our mother)- and to take 
care of it is our responsibility. If we won't look after it, it 
won't look after us. It is as simple as that. 

I am extremely perturbed by the situation of Pakistan. 
The water problem is especially concerning. We are in a 
severe water crisis. The water levels are going down at 
an alarming rate. In the last 20 years the water level has 
decreased by over 60 percent. Our rivers are drying- 
Ravi, Sutlej, Beas, Chenab all have nearly dried up. We 
are heavily dependent on the Indus and Jehlum. There 
are no dams. India has over 3000 dams while we are 
still in the single digit. Because of this over 60 per cent of 
the population relies on groundwater. And a recent 
study revealed that we are at a high risk of arsenic 
poisoning from contaminated groundwater in Pakistan. 
This is now a leading cause of cancers. 

We also have so much deforestation. Abbottabad where 
I grew-up was once lush green and now the mountains 
are barren due to the illegal cutting down of trees and 
encroachments. This is all having such a disastrous 
effect on the environment. All this really worries me and I 
feel it's our shared responsibility to act now to save our 
planet for our future generations. Furthermore, 

measuring success and identifying strengths and 
weaknesses. But we need to focus on the bigger picture 
rather than focus too much on the numbers. With quality 
the numbers come naturally. 

In the next 5 to 10 years I would like to see CUI at par 
with the leading international Universities in the West 
and also with the neighbouring China that has some of 
the best research driven higher education institutions. I 
would like to see it among the top 250 Universities in the 
world.

What are your plans on further expansion 
of CUI? 
We have now a good presence in the North so now the 
focus has shifted towards the South of Pakistan. 
However, we are having some challenges at that front as 
well. In Karachi we are waiting for allotment of land for a 
campus. In Quetta we have 150 acres available to us 
but there aren’t enough funds for development. The 
plans are certainly there but the funding is the key issue 
right now.  Other than that, we are also seeking to form 
some transnational partnerships with the other Centres 
of Excellence of the COMSATS Network. 

Rapid Fire:
Ø Favorite personality? No one in particular

Ø Favorite pastime? Watching movies, reading books 
on science, cooking, spending time with my 
children, smoking cigars and hunting. 

Ø Favorite song? Welcome to the Hotel California 

Ø All-time favorite movie? I like a few: 'One ew over 
the cuckoos nest,' 'Steel Mangolia' and 'Dead Poets 
Society'

Ø Favorite food? Bhindi Gosht 

Ø Favorite Travel Destination: I do not have a 
particular travel destination but I can tell you the best 
place that I've been to by far is Oxford.
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CCRD joins hands with the European Union for Strategic Environmental Assessment 
in Pakistan

On 25th September, the Centre for Climate Research and 
Development (CCRD) successfully completed the “Pakistan Country 
Environment Prole” and the “Strategic Environment Assessment” 
(SEA) and the “Environmental Impact Assessment” (EIA) of the Rural 
Development Programme in Pakistan for the European Union.

Head CCRD, Prof. Dr. Athar Hussain emphasized that the SEA was 
demonstrative of EU's seriousness towards sustainable 
development and compliance of the environmental laws in 
Pakistan. Dr. Anjum Rasheed, Assistant Professor, CCRD provided 
an overview of EU's rural development programs and about how 
integrating environmental component into EU's programs has led 
to avoiding any likely adverse environmental impacts.

The Chief Guest, Ambassador of the European Union, H.E. Mr. 
Jean-François Cautain, highly appreciated CCRD for its strategic environmental assessment which helped to 
improve the environmental performance of EU's rural development programs. Syed Abu Ahmad Akif, Former 
Secretary to the Government of Pakistan in his key-note address emphasized on signicance of environmental 
assessment for development projects and programs.

7

CPS Seminar on Ethics and Public Policy

Centre for Policy Studies (CPS), COMSATS University Islamabad with 
collaboration of Riphah Institute of Public Policy, Riphah University 
organized a one-day Seminar on “Ethics and Public Policy” at Junaid 
Zaidi Library Video Conferencing Hall on July 11, 2018.

The purpose of the Seminar was to share insights on ethical foundations 
of public policy, ethical choices for policy analysis and ethics in foreign 
policy. Dr. Rashid Aftab, Director Riphah Institute of Public Policy, Dr. 
Muhammad Imran from Arid Agriculture University, Dr. Kalsoom 
Sumra, Assistant Professor, CPS and Dr. Imran Syed, Head, CPS, gave 
presentations at the Seminar.

Students, faculty of various universities, members of civil society and 
research institutes attended the seminar and shared their ideas.
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Contemporary Austrian Art Exhibition at CAG
The Austrian Embassy, in collaboration with COMSATS Art Gallery (CAG), on 
Friday 14th September, organized an exquisite exhibition at CUI, Islamabad 
Campus of two renowned Austrian artists- Anna Stangl and Linde Waber- 
entitled “Contemporary Art from Austria.”
Austrian Ambassador to Pakistan Dr. Brigitta Blaha was guest of honor at the 
opening ceremony. In her address, Dr Brigitta Blaha highly appreciated the 
efforts of CAG Curator, Artist Farrah Mehmood, for the promotion of Austrian 
art work. Renowned scholar and poet Kishwar Naheed and Ambassadors of 
Italy, France and Belarus were also present on the occasion. Ms. Naheed also 
read some of her beautiful poetry that left the audiences enchanted and 
enthralled. 
Anna Stangl has studied painting at the Academy of Fine Arts in Vienna and 
later studied from Paris. Anne has travelled across the world and exhibited her 
work almost in all regions of the world. One day prior to the exhibition,Anna 
also conducted a fantastic workshop for the students of the Department of 
Architecture & Design at CUI where she gave talk about her work, techniques 
and projects. The workshop also produced drawings on mixed media 
technique. Selected art works of the students were also displayed at the 
exhibition.
Linde Waber specialises in drawing on different papers using all mediums. One 
unique aspect of her work is to visit studios of other artists and to draw their 
studio taking inspiration from the art works of the very artist. In Pakistan, she has 
worked in different artists' studios such as Farrah Mahmood's Studio, Sana 
Arjumand's Studio, Zaira Zaka Studio Residencies. 

An Archiventure to Remember
The Department of Architecture and Design, in collaboration with the very talented team of Archiply hosted a one-of-
a-kind international residential Summer School in the picturesque Abbottabad Campus. A group of over 35 students 
joined for a full week in August from 5th to 13th  2018 for the Summer School 2018. 

The school offered aspiring architecture and urban design students a chance to learn from national and 
international professionals; attend series of stimulating expert talks and network with peers and eld experts. 
Bringing lots of international avor from around the world the school was joined by a remarkably talented team of 
resource persons including Moaaz Hussam from Egypt; Tjaša Plavec & Matic Mohar from Slovenia; David Adesanya 
from UK; Cristina Ramirez & Laura Calleja Diez from Spain; Matthias Cl. Weinlich from Austria; Noufel Filali and 
Aziz Mecheri from Algeria. With an equal measure of cultural and social events, the school was an Archiventure of a 
lifetime!

A one-day seminar on 'CPEC The Way Forward – Introduction on Pakistan 
Agricultural Exports' was organized on August 15, 2018. The purpose of 
the seminar was to nd ways to uplift, source, process and export 
agricultural produce from Pakistan to China and other countries on the 
CPEC belt. Dean, Business Administration Prof. Dr. Khalid Riaz, in his 
welcome address, spoke of the many opportunities as well as threats 
associated with the advent of CPEC. 

Mr. Wu Yongqiang, Deputy Secretary General, All-China Youth Federation 
Press and Publication Sector, gave the key-note address where he 
highlighted CPEC as the transformative project which holds enormous 
potential for transforming lives of the people of both the countries. He 
further added that the project will promote economic cooperation which 
will bring new impetus and vision to the China-Pakistan friendship.

Seminar on 'CPEC The Way Forward – Introduction on Pakistan Agricultural Exports'

CUI's Azadi Plantation Drive Initiative – “Adopt a Tree”

In celebration of the 72nd Independence Day of Pakistan and as part of its efforts towards building a sustainable and 
green environment, CUI launched its “Azadi; Adopt a Tree Plantation Campaign,” in August 2018. The inaugural 
ceremony was held at Islamabad campus on 14th August 2018.

Chief Commissioner Islamabad, Mr. Johdat Ayaz, Chief Ofcer Metropolitan Corporation Islamabad (MCI), Mr. 
Syed Najaf Iqbal and Additional Secretary Interior, Ms. Farah Hamid inaugurated the campaign by planting 
Jacaranda trees, together with Rector CUI, near Koral Chowk, Islamabad. Over 2000 trees were planted during the 
inaugural ceremony at Islamabad campus and places specied by the Capital Development Authority (CDA). 

The drive was also launched at all other CUI campuses during the month of August. As a result, over 30,000 trees 
were sown on and around CUI campuses in Abbottabad, Wah, Lahore, Sahiwal, Attock, and Vehari. 

CUI utilised its own resources and collected funds from students, faculty and local communities for this noble cause. 
Rector CUI has committed to caring of the plants for two years to ensure that the planted saplings become healthy 
trees for saving Pakistan's environment.
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With the view to foster internationalization and develop strong linkages with reputed universities around the globe, 
CUI International Ofce has been making continuous efforts to attract academicians from all over the world to serve 
in its Faculty to enrich its teaching and research programs.  

Ø Ms. Katherine Louis Sipra a USA National is inducted as International Faculty in Department of Bio-sciences, 
CUI. Ms. Katherine is engaged in animal behavior and related research, particularly on Indus Dolphin. She is 
also working on wildlife conservation-oriented projects in Pakistan.

Ø Prof. Shuhab D. Khan from the Department of Earth and Atmospheric Sciences, University of Houston, USA 
visited CUI from June 5th till July 7th, 2018 under Visiting Foreign Faculty Hiring Program of HEC. During his 
visit, Dr. Khan delivered formal seminars to faculty, students and professionals on: Land Subsidence Caused by 
Groundwater Withdrawal in Urban Areas: Case Studies from Western Pakistan and Houston; Differential Motion 
along Strike of Himalayan Front Marked by Re-entrants in NW Pakistan; Characterization of Gold Mineralization 
in Northern Pakistan Using Imaging Spectroscopy.

Ø Prof. Manoel Souza from EMBRAPA, Brazil is currently on a four week visit to the Department of Biosciences, CUI 
under Visiting Foreign Faculty Program. Purpose of his visit is to set a collaboration plan in the domain of bio-
energy and biotechnology. 

5th International Conference on 'Drug 
Development – Natural & Synthetic'

Prof. Dr. Jamshed Iqbal (T.I), Head Centre for Advanced 
Drug Research (CADR), together with his team, 
successfully organized the 5th International Conference 
on “Drug Development – Natural & Synthetic: Current 
Approaches and Emerging Trends for the Development 
and Discovery of Drugs” at CUI Abbottabad Campus 
from 28th to 29th June 2018. 

The objectives of the Conference were to gather the most 
renowned researchers from around the world for 
creating knowledge networks to foster collaborations, to 
elaborate on new paradigms, to integrate various 
systems and provide the scientic understanding about 
the target identication and validation, drug discovery, 
early safety test, preclinical testing lab and animal 
testing. 

International resource persons from USA, Denmark, 
Canada and Germany gave plenary lectures on 
advanced research themes. Prof. Dr. Muhammad Iqbal 
Choudhary, (H.I. S.I. T.I.), Director International Centre 
for Chemical and Biological Sciences (ICCBS), Karachi 
was the Chief Guest at the opening session of the 
conference. 

International Food Security Workshop
A three-day international workshop was jointly organized by the Centre for 
Climate Research and Development (CCRD), CUI and the Potsdam 
Institute for Climate Impact Research (PIK), Germany. Scientists of leading 
institutes from Europe (PIK, IIASA) and South Asian countries, INGOs, think 
tanks, research organizations participated in the workshop.

H.E. Mr. Martin Kobler, the German Ambassador while inaugurating the 
workshop said, “without concerted efforts by all the regions stakeholders it 
would not be possible to tackle already mounting regional food security 
issue”. He further emphasized that technology transfer by the developed 
countries and engagement of women in research was need of the hour to 

6th Pak-China Business Forum
After the success of ve consecutive Pak China Business 
Forums from 2012 to 2016, 6th Pak China Business 
Forum 2018 was organized by Lahore campus at the 
Lahore Expo Centre from 14th till 16th September 2018. 
The Forum was inaugurated by the Governor Punjab. 
This grandeur event had the active participation of 
various Chinese rms, Pakistani business houses/SMEs 
and many universities and R&D organizations. The 
forum had many segments which included product 
exhibitions, business-to-business meetings as well as 
thematic workshops for scholarly work. 

The PCBF was established by the CUI, the then 
COMSATS Institute of Information Technology (CIIT), in 
2012 to strengthen academia-industry linkages as well 
as focus on research, innovation and commercialization 
with a vision to enable businessmen, entrepreneurs and 
academia of two brotherly countries -- Pakistan and 
China -- to explore opportunities of cooperation.

Workshops at CUI

COMSATS University Islamabad, Pakistan and Universiti Sains Islam 
Malaysia (USIM), Malaysia, in co-sponsorship with the Islamic 
Development Bank, Saudi Arabia organized a one-week training 
course on “Foresight and Innovation Policy” at USIM from May 10 to 
14, 2018. 

The workshop was attended by 24 participants from 10 countries. The 
interactive lectures at the workshop were delivered by Dr. Sohail 
Inayatullah, Tan Sri Omar Abdul Rahman (Former Science Advisor of 
Prime Minister Mahatir Muhammad), Dr. Hammad Akbar (Senior 
Lecturer in Management, University of Liverpool), Dr. Wan Fariza Alyati Wan Zakaria (Senior Lecturer, Universiti 
Kebangsaan Malaysia) and Mr. Umar Sheraz (Senior Research Ofcer, CPS, COMSATS University Islamabad). 

COMSATS University Islamabad was represented by Mr. Umar Sheraz (CPS), Mr. Malik Zeeshan Ahmad (CPS) and 
Dr. Faheem Aslam (Management Sciences). 

International Workshop on Foresight and Innovation Policy

combat the problem. Professor Dr. Raheel Qamar (T.I), Rector CUI while addressing the workshop participants 
stressed the need to build strong collaborations between the developed and developing world may be of immense 
value to lessen the adversaries of climate change in already food insecure- South Asia. The workshop recommended 
that research funding on climate change monitoring and adaptation may be enhanced to minimize the adversities of 
changing climate on agriculture. 

Workshop on Non-Visual Display Software 
for the Visually Impaired
The Inter Islamic Network on Information Technology 
(INIT) together with CUI launched a 3-Day Training 
Workshop on 'Non-Visual Display Software for the 
Visually Impaired' at Islamabad campus from July 30 to 
August 1, 2018. The other collaborating partners 
included Pakistan Disabled Foundation (PDF), IGNITE 
National Technology Fund, Ministry of IT and Telecom. 
The workshop trained 25 participants with blindness, 
enabling them to use a computer and associated mobile 
devices independently.

IELTS Workshop

University Islamabad (CUI) on 26-27 June 2018. The 
workshop was a part of the activities, organized under 
the program “Information Seminars for Higher Studies 
Abroad.”

The purpose of the workshop was to guide young faculty 
members and students in preparing for the IELTS 
(Academic). Dr. Samina Nadeem and Ms. Saba 
Bahareen Mansur from the English Language 
Center,Department of Humanities, Islamabad Campus 
conducted this workshop and shared tips on how to 
attempt the different sections of the test.

The focus of the workshop was to familiarize the 
participants on the format of IELTS test and to provide 
sample tasks/activities. The Two-Day workshop was 
divided into four (04) sessions. For day one, sections on 
Listening and Speaking were covered and for day, two 
sections on Writing and Reading were covered. All four 
sessions were interactive, and a good number of faculty 
members and students attended the workshop. The 
participants acknowledged the usefulness of the 
information provided by the learned trainers.

A Two-Day workshop on “International English 
Language Testing System” (IELTS) organized by the 
Directorate of Planning, Development and Human 
Resource Development was held at COMSATS 

Our Foreign Faculty
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High-level CUI Delegation Visits Sri Lanka
A high-level delegation of the CUI visited Sri Lanka from July 24 – 27, 2018. The delegation was led by Prof. Dr. 
Raheel Qamar, T.I, Rector, CUI. Other members of the visiting delegation included Prof. Dr. Arshad Saleem Bhatti, 
Dean Faculty of Science, Mr. Tahir Naeem, Director PnD & HRD and Mr. Waqas Afridi, Staff Ofcer to the Minister of 
Science and Technology. 

The delegation met with the Hon'ble Minister Dr. Sarath Amunugama, Ministry of Science, Technology & Research, 
Skills Development & Vocational Training, Sri Lanka. The Rector CUI briefed the Minister about CUI, its high 
scholastic standing and his keen desire to work with universities and other R&D/S&T institutions in Sri Lanka. 

The Minister welcomed the visiting delegation and recalled his strong association while working with institutions in 
Pakistan when he was Minister of Finance, Sri Lanka and later while working on some other key national level 
assignments.  Meetings were also held with the Secretary, Ministry of Higher Education, Sri Lanka; Vice Chancellor, 
University of Colombo; Chairman Board of Directors and Executive Director, Industrial Technology Institute (ITI), 
Colombo; and Managing Director, National Science Foundation. 

A high-level delegation from Gansu Natural Energy 
Research Institute, Lanzhou, China visited Islamabad 
Campus on September 24, 2018. The purpose of the 
visit was to visit laboratories and facilities of CUI and 
explore potential cooperation opportunities in the 
future. The ve-member delegation included Prof. Zhou 
Jianping, the Director-General, Ms. Liu Yerui, Engineer 
and Division Chief, Green Building Design Division, Dr. 
Qiao Junqiang, Research Department of Solar PV Power 
Generation, Mr. Liu Xiaomin, Engineer, Green Building 
Design Division and Ms. Qin Xiaoxia, Program 
Supervisor, Division of International Cooperation. 

The delegation was received by the Senior Manager (IO) 
and was given a detailed tour of the University labs and 
facilities. The delegation showed keen interest during 
the visit of solar power generation infrastructure. 
Afterwards, the delegates met with CUI representatives. 
Meeting participants from both organizations gave 
detailed presentations about their respective 
organizations and their activities & programs. During 
the meeting, different options of collaboration and 
cooperation were discussed. 

Visit from Gansu Natural Energy Research 
Institute, Lanzhou, China

Comings and Goings
Coventry University, UK Comes Calling 
on CUI
A two-member delegation from Coventry University, UK 
visited COMSATS University Islamabad (CUI) on 
September 19, 2018. The purpose of the visit was to 
explore possibilities of cooperation and collaboration 
between the two universities. The delegation members 
were, Mr. Gary Armstrong, Associate Pro-Vice 
Chancellor International, Coventry University and Mr. 
Chris Bland, Group Director, Quality Assurance, 
Coventry University. 

The delegation was shown different facilities and 
infrastructure of CUI. The delegation met with Rector 
CUI and CUI senior ofcials. During the meeting, 
different options of collaboration and cooperation were 
discussed.

A delegation from China Science and Technology 
Exchange Center (CSTEC) visited CUI on August 6th, 
2018. The purpose of the visit was to explore and 
exchange possibilities of cooperation and collaboration 
between the two organizations. The CSTEC delegation 
comprised of Dr. Zhao Xinli, Vice Director General, Mr. 
Yang Xiu, Program Manager and Mr. Jia Wei, First 
Secretary (S&T), Chinese Embassy, Islamabad.

A meeting of the delegation was arranged with CUI 
ofcials where representatives of both organizations gave 
detai led presentat ions about their  respect ive 
organizations and their activities & programs. During the 
meeting, different options of collaboration and 
cooperation were discussed. It was agreed to initiate 
research projects submitted jointly by CUI faculty and 

Chinese counterpart faculty. Moreover, a possibility to initiate training programs for CUI technical/lab personnel, by 
CSTEC also came under discussion.

During this visit the delegates also met Mr. Arslan Farid Khan, a graduate of BBA program from CUI Wah campus 
who attended training from CSTEC. The delegation then called on the Rector CUI. The Rector expressed his full 
support for initiatives proposed in the meeting.

China Science & Technology Exchange Center (CSTEC) visit CUI (August 6, 2018)
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A three-member delegation from CUI paid a visit to 
china on the invitations received from Tsinghua 
University, Beijing and Tongji University, Shanghai from 
4th to 10th September 2018. The delegation comprised 
of Dr. Khalid Riaz, Dean Faculty of Business 
Administration, Dr. Junaid Mughal, Prof. of Electrical 
Engineering and Dr. Arshad S. Malik, Head 
International Ofce. The visit was a direct outcome of 
two prior visits undertaken by a Prof. Zhang Wei, of 
Tsinghua University to CUI in November 2017 and April 
2018.  

Both Tsinghua and Tongji Universities are highly 
prestigious and world-renowned Universities and 
among the top ten Universities of China. The visit 
allowed a deeper understanding of both institutions and 
avenues for further collaborations were identied. 
Tsinghua has launched an International Masters 
Engineering Management (IMEM) in 2015 which is a 
highly competitive degree program in China presently. 

Tongji is really strong in Civil Engineering and 
Architecture.

The delegates also met with ofcials from the Chinese 
Academy of Sciences and the Ministry of Science and 
Technology of Chine on the sidelines. 

CUI Delegation visits leading Universities in China

CUI Delegates Attend INIT-UNESCAP Expert Meeting on Disability, Inclusive Technology 
and Innovation in Bangkok, Thailand Executive Director INIT, Engr. Tahir Naeem and Dr. 

Akber Abid Gardezi, Manager INIT, lead the Pakistani 
side at the meeting. 

Prior to this meeting, Executive Director INIT, and 
Manager INIT also participated in a 2-day meeting 
organized by UNESCAP on 'Technologies and 
Innovation for People with Disability' on August 28 – 29, 
2018. The meeting provided an excellent opportunity 
for the INIT delegates to showcase INIT's activities being 
carried out under its different programs, and benet 
from and contribute to the discussions on latest 
developments w.r.t. policy matters in the meeting focus 
areas.

In cognizance to the invitation of UNESCAP, INIT 
successfully organized an Expert Meeting on 'Disability, 
Inclusive Technology and Innovation: From Policies to 
Practice.' The meeting provided a distinguished 
international platform to highlight the work done by INIT 
in this area and was attended by more than 30 
governmental and non-governmental organizations 
from Brunei, Hongkong, Iran, Korea, Malaysia, Macau, 
Thailand, New Zealand, Pakistan, Philippines and 
Uzbekistan. The INIT delegation from CUI comprising 
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Our International Students 
This term (fall 2018)

CUI Student Avails EPF, France Credit Exchange Mobility
CUI always strives to 
h a v e  a  v i b r a n t 
internationalization 
agenda and among 
numerous countries 
France has always 
gured prominently. 
In that context, CUI 
signed an Intent of 
Cooperat ion wi th 
Graduate School of 
Engineers (EPF) under 
which students can 
avail credit mobilities at Undergraduate and Graduate Levels. The tuition fee is 
totally waived while the student will have to bear his/her living cost and subsidized 
accommodation in EPF hostel. The duration of the mobilities is for one semester or 
one year. The rst student to go on the exchange is Ms. Fauzia Gohar (BBA).

CUI Student Globetrotters

CUI Students/Faculty Avail Mobilities at Leading Foreign Universities Abroad.

A total of eight students and ve faculty members were selected in the academic year 2018-19 to avail student and 

faculty exchange at partner universities abroad. These universities included University of Nice (France), Duzce 

University (Turkey), Sakarya University (Turkey), and Mugla Sitki Kocman University (Turkey). The mobilities were 

generally fully funded while some were partially funded under the Erasmus + and Mevlana Exchange programs and 

ranged in tenure from one semester for students and two weeks for faculty. Since these mobilities have proven to have 

tremendous impact in broadening the horizon of participants, hectic efforts are underway to enter into similar 

arrangements with other leading universities in Europe and more of such mobilities will be made available for our 

students and faculty soon.

Printed October 2018

Ø 110 new international students from Afghanistan, Ghana, Nigeria, Ivory Coast and Cameroon joined CUI 
Ø 9 PhD and 2 Post-Doctoral scholars joined CUI under CUI-TWAS Fellowship program. 
Ø 110 Afghan students completed their zero semester at Abbottabad Campus
Ø 07 International students including two ACU scholars graduated.
Ø 5 research papers were published by our International students.


