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Message from Chief Editor
Once again, with much joy and pride, I welcome our wide 
and valuable readership to another edition of 
International Office's premier newsletter, C-Global (Fall 
2019). We have tried to encapsulate in this issue, the rich 
and wide-ranging internationalization efforts of our 
ambitious faculty, staff and students across all CUI 
campuses from Feb- July 2019. 

COMSATS University consistently endeavors to maintain & establish value 
based and quality global linkages through hosting and participation in 
international visits, conferences, competitions, events & impactful research 
collaborations. The most prominent honor for CUI this time is securing 2019 
Good Global Governance Award in Higher Education conferred by 
Cambridge IFA, UK. 

Before leaving you to explore and relive the memoirs with us, I want to 
express my sincere thanks to all the regular contributors and focal persons 
for their unceasing support in successful launching of yet another issue. We 
greatly appreciate and welcome the input, suggestions and continuous 
patronage from all of you to take this news periodical one step ahead.

Ali Tawab BalochEnjoy Reading!

Spotlight News

It is announced with great pleasure 
and pride that for the second time in a 
row, COMSATS University Islamabad 
(CUI) has been awarded the 2019 
3G (Global Good Governance) 
Award, this time for Excellence in 
Higher Education. In 2018 CUI was 
presented with the 3G award for 
Excellence in Research in Malaysia. 
Conferred by Cambridge IFA, UK. 
3G are premier awards program that 
highlights excellence in good governance and commitment to social welfare 
in major streams of Government & Politics, Corporate Sector, and Social 
Sector and Philanthropy. 3G celebrates individuals, governments, public 
and private institutions and NGOs that demonstrated making governance 
and sustainability a strategic priority of their organizations.

Prof. Dr. Raheel Qamar, Rector, CUI, while receiving the award at the 
ceremony held in Jakarta, Indonesia on March 14, 2019, said that the 
award recognizes the concentric efforts of the management and academia 
towards making the governance of CUI transparent and inclusive.

The award is among the several international accolades brought to Pakistan 
by CUI for promoting high quality of research and transfer of knowledge. 
Prof. Dr. Arshad Saleem Bhatti, Dean, Faculty of Sciences, CUI who has 
recently been appointed as the Vice Chancellor of Bahauddin Zakariya 
University was also present at the occasion.

'3G Excellence in Higher Education Award 2019' Comes to CUI
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A drive intended to educate general public to stop the use of plastics and 
reduce waste was organized by CUI in the Sitara Market, Islamabad in 
collaboration with the Metropolitan Corporation of Islamabad. The 
campaign's punch line was to create awareness for not using the plastic 
products (bags, utensils etc.) Over 500 students and faculty members 
participated with full vigor.

Rector CUI, Prof. Dr. Raheel Qamar addressing the participants iterated 
that plastics contain carcinogenic and neurotoxic substances and 
contribute towards respiratory diseases if burnt. He said that plastics 
pollute ground water with toxic chemicals and micro-plastics cause 
irreversible harm to the ecosystem.

As responsible citizens we should be mindful of the impact of our 
practices on all living creatures he added. Prof. Raheel also said that he 
had voluntarily taken up the task of leadership of plastic free Islamabad 
through CUI during the recent meeting of the standing sub-committee on 
climate change, chaired by Senator Mushahid Hussain Syed.

'Say No to Plastics'- An Awareness Campaign 
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Remarkable Endeavors and 
Achievements

Huawei is cooperating with more than 600 universities and colleges from 
over 50 countries around the world to build ICT Academies. Each year, 

Huawei's ICT Academy Program Competition 2018-2019

What’s Ahead

P-07 Shenzhen University China at CUI 

P-04 nd22  COMSATS Coordinating Council Meeting 

P-11 Joint Panel Discussion on “Reskilling for Jobs of the Future”

P-8 Visit of Egyptian Ambassador to COMSATS

P-02 Huawei's ICT Academy Program  
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Based on CUI and University of Sheffield's joint IP, CUI & 
Cotton Craft joined hands together through a formal 
agreement. The agreement is expected to 
commercialize a wound care application, using de-oxy 
sugar releasing materials that promote blood vessel 
growth and reducing the overall time for wounds to self-
heal. Dr. Muhammad Yar, Associate Professor, 
Interdisciplinary Research Centre in Biomedical 
Materials (IRCBM), CUI Lahore, is the principal 
researcher of the project.

Prof. Dr. Raheel Qamar, Rector CUI and Mr. Shahid 
Akhter, Chairman Cotton Craft, appreciated the efforts 
of researchers, and respective teams. Prof. Dr. Raheel 
Qamar said that CUI being the premier research 
University of Pakistan feels proud to collaborate with the 
local industry to realize technologies that have a wider 
socio economic impact.

Directorate for P, D & HRD Conducts a 
'Management Study on Motivation'

Passed nearly a decade and a half into the human 
resource development program at CUI, it was time to 
assess its efficacy and the motivation level of its 
beneficiaries. Accordingly, a “Management Study of 
Motivation” was conducted. Qualified consultants were 
appointed for third party assessment. The consultants 
collected extensive data by visiting CUI campuses, 
conducting focus group discussions and having 
meetings with the Directors of Campuses, Deans, 
Principal Officers and others concerned.

CUI Signs Research Agreement with Local 
Industry

Huawei selects the best academies and instructors based 
on their performance. This year 10 Huawei ICT 
Academies and 10 Huawei ICT Academy Instructors 
stood out after the competitive selection. Among these, 3 
academies and 2 instructors have been selected from 
Pakistan.  CUI's Huawei ICT Academy established at CS 
department CUI Islamabad Campus bagged the honor 
of being one of them.

Dr. Munam Ali Shah from CS Department of CUI 
received the award on 26th May 2019 at Huawei's 
Songshan Lake campus located in Shenzhen, China.

The key findings/recommendations of the Study Report 
are; 

 a) The training requires assessment and should 
continue to remain in practice especially for the life skills 
such as inter/intrapersonal communication, oral 
articulation, personal grooming, stress and time 
management, emotional intelligence and for the content 
training on management functions to facilitate the 
transition of faculty to higher management and 
academic positions; 

 b) The package of extrinsic rewards should be 
improved for maintaining and enhancing productivity in 
the workplace. This includes improving office facilities 
like provision of laptops, timely provision /activation of 
office furniture / amenities, IT services, etc.; and 

 c) The senior management should pay attention to 
the periodic revision of HR policies in light of the 
feedback duly accredited by the academic and 
administrative bodies as well as their transparent, non-
discriminatory implementation for all.
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Prof. Dr. Muhamad Abid Visits Chinese Universities
Prof. Dr. Muhamad Abid, Director Interdisciplinary Research 
Center and Chairman Mechanical Engineering visited two 
universities in China from June 17 to 28, 2019 as an invited 
professor. In Northwestern Polytechnic University (NPU) he 
shared the progress of his PSF-NSCF funded project, 
experimentation, future research plans and future 
collaboration with Aeronautics and Marine Engineering 
Departments.

At Harbin Engineering University (HEU) Dr. Abid delivered 
three lectures at Underwater Acoustic, Ship Building and 
Mechanical Engineering Departments. He also visited their 
labs and had meetings with Directors of colleges and 
exchanged ideas on initiating various new collaborations. 
Introducing Marine Engg program and establishing Marine 
Engg lab in COMSATS University Islamabad in collaboration 
with NPU Marine Engg College also came under discussion.
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Out in the World!

22nd COMSATS Coordinating Council Meeting at TIB, China

COMSATS Coordinating Council met for the 22nd time at Tianjin Institute of Industrial Biotechnology, China on 16th 
and 17th April 2019. The meeting was attended by the Council members or their representatives from 18 Centers of 
Excellence of COMSATS.

On behalf of CUI a three-member delegation comprising of Prof. Dr. Raheel Qamar, Rector, Dr. Arshad Saleem Bhatti, 
Dean Dean Sciences and Mr. Ali Tawab Baloch, Head International Office partook in the meeting.

In his introductory remarks, Dr. S. M. Junaid Zaidi, Executive Director COMSATS stressed the importance of Science, 
Technology and Innovation for socio-economic development of the countries of the South. He considered the Belt and 
Road Initiative (BRI) of China an extremely important initiative in this regard, and encouraged the Centers of 
Excellence to benefit from the opportunities it offers. He stated that effective South-South and Triangular Cooperation 
in the fields of science and technology can help in achieving Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

Dean Faculty of Archituecture & Design at CAUP Tongji University  
Prof. Dr. Samra Khan proceeded on a Tongji University 
sponsored research visit to College of Architecture & Urban 
Planning (CAUP) Tongji. It was held from May 26-June 04, 
2019 on the invitation of Professor Jian long Zhang. At 
CAUP she remained enegaged in:

 Assessment slots with bachelor and MS students 

 Lectures on Pakistani Architecture and cultural heritage 
were given at the university  

 Visits to landscape gardens, heritage and modern 
architecture of Shanghai and nearby cities

 Seeking opportunities for collaboration between 
schools and faculty for research and exchange.  
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The Chinese Embassy in Islamabad organized a group study 
visit to China from 10-19th June 2019. The delegation from 
Pakistan was comprised of 11 different universities. From 
CUI, Dr. Hammad Omer, Associate Professor at the Electrical 
Engineering Department participated, Other participants 
came from Quaid-e-Azam University, UET Lahore, University 
of Peshawar, IBA Sukkur, IBA Karachi etc. 

The Study Tour was featured by visiting different renowned 
universities in China as well as visiting different historical and 
cultural places in two cities of China i.e. Beijing and Xian. The 
main universities visited were,Tsinghua University and 
Tsinghua Science Park Beijing, Beijing Jiatong University,  
Xian Jiaotong University, Changhan University Xian and 
China Foreign Affairs University. A comprehensive overview was provided to the delegation about their research 
activities and technology parks. The discussions opened up many avenues of mutual research collaborations with 
some of the top Chinese universities.  

Dr. Hammad Omer's Study Tour of China

Chinese New Year Reception at the Embassy of Peoples Republic of China

Participation of CUI in “Education Beyond Borders”, Sofia, Bulgaria 
The COMSATS University Islamabad participated in the 
International Exhibition, “Education Beyond Borders”, 
held in National Palace of Culture, Sofia, Bulgaria from 
March 15 – 16, 2019. More than 100 universities from 
Asia, Europe, and America participated in this 
international event. 

The universities exhibited their publicity material giving 
details of their university, ranking, academic programs, fee 
structure, facilities, etc. A large group of audience 
attended the exhibition. The participants were given 
information about CUI, its ranking, academic programs, 
facilities and fee structure. Two universities of Pakistan, 
COMSATS University Islamabad and Government College University, Lahore, participated in the exhibition. 

The participants were given presentation about Pakistan, its education system and about CUI. In addition, 
opportunities available to the students of Bulgaria were briefed during the presentation. The presentation was very 
keenly watched by the prospective applicants from Bulgaria. The queries of the participants were answered in detail. 
The participation of CUI in the exhibition will go a long way in attracting international students.

Dr. Tahir Mumtaz 
A w a n ,  a n d  D r.  
Ghulam Muj taba 
from Department of 
M a n a g e m e n t  
S c i e n c e s  w e r e  
cordially invited at the 
reception hosted by 
t h e  E m b a s s y  o f  
Peoples Republic of 
China to participate in 
the celebrations of 
Chinese New Year in 
February 2019. It was 
an honor for both the 
faculty members to be 
a  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  
celebrations.

5C-Global Newsletter Fall 2019



The Planning Team of CUI was honored by the Govt. of 
Pakistan for its selection in preparing development 
projects for 'Prime Minister's Task Force on Technology 
Driven Knowledge Economy'. Out of 3 development 
projects prepared by CUI Planning Team, the Central 
Development Working Party (CDWP) in its meeting held 
on Aug 6, 2019 approved one project for 'Establishment 
of Center for Advanced Technologies in Biomedical 
Materials' worth Rs. 849.238 Million. The said Center is 
to be established at CUI Lahore Campus in association 
with the University of Sheffield, UK. 

The Center being established under the said project will 
primarily work on commercializable research in a 
multidisciplinary context particularly tilted towards 
biomedical devices, tissue engineering and bio-
materials having orthopedic, ophthalmic, dermatologic, 
cardiovascular and dental applications. The research 
and innovations at the Center will also help produce 
high quality PhD and Masters level research contributing 
towards maintaining the international rankings of the 
University. 
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Approval of CUI Development Project by 
Government of Pakistan

Great Feats!

A delegation of 6 students and 1 Faculty member 
representing Department of Architecture from 
Islamabad and Lahore Campuses of CUI were given an 
opportunity to participate in International Construction 
Festival 2019 in Tongji University, China and 
experienced Architecture, traditional bazaar layouts, 
cuisines and culture of Shanghai. Architectural Schools 
from the US, UK, Canada, Australia, Italy, Germany, 
Austria, South Korea etc. were part of the competition. 

Trip was headed by Ar. Waqar Aziz from Lahore 
Campus. The objectives of participation in international 
construction festival were 

 Learning and education of new culture and context

 Meeting with professional bodies

 Showcasing Pakistan and CUI to the hosts

 Displaying work of our students via exhibitions and 
presentations

International Construction Festival 2019  
in Tongji University, China

STARTUPPER of the Year from CUI Sahiwal 
Campus
The yearly challenge, “STARTUPPER OF THE YEAR BY 
TOTAL” is part of Total's global initiative of supporting the 
socioeconomic development of all the countries where it 
operates worldwide. 

Student Bisma Asif, from CUI Sahiwal Campus, 
Department of Management Sciences, is the only female 
who was selected for the Startupper of the Year by Total 
Challenge held in Paris and to add on to the honor she is 
the only female yet again, who has won STARTUPPER  of 
the Year By Total.

Well Done Bisma!

CUI PhD Student Secures Funding under 
EU's Horizon 2020 Program
It is heartening to announce that a research project 
proposed by Muhammad Ateeq, a Ph.D. Student from 
CUI Wah Campus got approved for a funding worth � 
31700 under the European Union's Horizon 2020 
Program. 

"You never change your life 
until you step out of your 
comfort zone.

I am Sani E Zahra and I 
belong from the Hazara 
community of Quetta, 
Pkaistan.

Life has always been 
unpredictable in terms of 
security in Quetta for 
Hazara community but this 
unpredictibility gave me the opportunity to step outside 
of my comfort zone and move to Islamabad for my 
Higher Education. I joined COMSATS in 2016 for my BS 
in Psychology. UGRAD gave me the chance to go to 
United States from January 2019 till May 2019 and 
represent the diversity of Pakistan. I was placed in 
California State University, San Marcos. UGRAD and 
COMSATS gave me the opportunity not only to visit 8 
States of USA and to learn about their culture but also to 
represent my community and my country. The 
international office in COMSATS, Islamabad and 
Humanities Department facilitated and allowed me to 
give an early exam and leave for United States in 
January 2019."

CUI Student Proceeds to USA on UGRAD 
Exchange Program
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World Comes to CUI
 Strengthening Ties with Chinese Universities

Shenzhen University China at CUI 

Prof. Li Qingquan, President Shenzhen University 
together with his delegation and HEC officials paid a visit 
to COMSATS University Islamabad on 22nd Feb 2019. 
In a high level meeting with CUI management, chaired 
by Mr. Tahir Naeem, Director P, D & HRD, representatives 
of both universities shared highlighted facts and 
achievements of both univers i t ies through 
comprehensive presentations. The Dean, Prof. Zahng 
Xiaohong specified SZU to be, “The Window of China to 
the World.” 

Various possibilities to structure mutual collaboration 
were looked into for strengthening the lagging areas of 
both universities through sharing and exchange of 
expert knowledge and good practices. Ideas of 
cooperation in the field of Bio Medical Engineering, 
partnering on patents and exchange of PhD students 
between SZU and CUI were also deliberated upon. 
Furthermore, HEC's representatives assured of HEC's 
support for making the most out of these collaborative 
educational and research opportunities, as per their 
regulations.

To formally team up, a Document of Understanding was 
signed between both the universities.

Sequel Visit of SZU Officials to CUI Islamabad 
and Abbottabad Campuses
As a follow up visit of President SZU, Prof. Li Qingquan in 
February 2019; a 3 member delegation comprising of 
Dean College of Mechatronics and Control Engineering 
(CMCE), Vice Dean CMCE and a Post Doctor from 
CMCE, SZU visited CUI, Islamabad Campus on May 3, 
2019 with an agenda to further shape up the 
collaboration between the two universities by signing an 
Addendum Supplement to the earlier signed DoU. The 
Dean Faculty of Engineering chaired the meeting of 
delegates with CUI higher management.

On May 6, 2019 the SZU delegates toured CUI 
Abbottabad Campus where in a meeting with the 
Campus Director and Heads of various departments, 
discussion was carried out on a number of collaborative 
possibilities and available scholarship opportunities for 
students and faculty. At the end, a collaboration 
document was endorsed between CUI Abbottabad 
Campus and Shenzhen University China.

Prof. Wei ZHANG, Center Director MEM (Master of 
Engineering Management) with three other delegation 
members form Tsinghua University visited CUI on March 
20, 2019. The visit was follow up of CUI delegation’s 
earlier visit to Tsinghua University in September 2018 
where the International Masters Engineering 
Management (IMEM) program was discussed in depth.

Prof. Dr. Khalid Riaz, Dean Management Sciences 
welcomed the delegation. A meeting was held with 
higher officials of CUI which included Prof. Dr. Junaid 
Mughal, Incharge Academics; Dr. Aneel Salman, HoD 
Management Sciences; Dr. Nadeem Javaid, Incharge 
COMSENSE Lab CUI and Mr. Ali Tawab Baloch, Head 
International Office. During discussions officials from 
both sides agreed to strengthen the common areas of 
both universities and exchanged expert knowledge and 
good practices.

Later, Prof. Zhang delivered a lecture titled “Rethinking of 
Postgraduate Engineering Education-IMEM Program” to 
undergraduate and graduate students of Electrical 
Engineering, Management Science and Computer 
Science departments. Mrs. Haitao WANG gave a 
detailed presentation on “Scholars & Students Exchange 
program for the Belt & Road”, and how CUI 
faculty/students could benefit from it. Prof. Zhang 
emphasized that interested Professors may come to 
Tsinghua University for a short duration to conduct 
research training of TU students. He added that he is 
looking forward to receiving applications from CUI 
students for the IMEM program in Cohort 2020. 

Subsequently, in a detailed meeting with the delegates 
and the Rector, Prof. Dr. Raheel Qamar expressed his 
desire to have close liaison with Tsinghua University 
which was well received by the delegation. 

Top-Ranked Chinese University visits 
COMSATS University Islamabad
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Visit of Egyptian Ambassador to COMSATS University Islamabad 
The Ambassador of Egypt to Pakistan, His Excellency Mr. 
Ahmed Fadel Yacoub visited CUI on March 12, 2019. The 
purpose of the visit was to further bolster CUI's linkages with 
Egypt and strengthen the engagement with the Egyptian 
Embassy in Islamabad.

H. E. Ambassador was warmly welcomed by the Head, 
International Office along-with his team and was shown 
infrastructure and amenities of CUI Islamabad Campus 
including Junaid Zaidi Library and Student Service Centre. 
The Ambassador was in awe of the greenery at the campus. 

During meeting between His Excellency and the Rector, Dr. 
Raheel Qamar, it was agreed to invite 8-10 Vice-
Chancellors/ Rectors/ Presidents of the Egyptian 
universities to CUI. The Registrar CUI and Head 
International Office were also present in the meeting.

Sweden and COMSATS University Enhance Cooperation in Higher Education
“Sweden and Pakistan have enjoyed cordial bilateral 
relations, which need further strengthening in the areas of 
higher education”, said Ingrid Johansson, Ambassador of 
Sweden to Pakistan, while visiting COMSATS University 
Islamabad. Her Excellency was also accompanied by Dr. 
Hans Pohl, Program Director Swedish Foundation for 
International Cooperation in Research and Higher 
Education (STINT), who offered CUI to benefit from STINT's 
program portfolio which included startup initiation grants, 
grants for dual degree programs, teaching sabbaticals, 
funding streams for mobility for enhancing research 
cooperation, as well as support for university's 
internationalization efforts and scholarships.

Prof. Dr. Raheel Qamar, Rector CUI informed the 
ambassador, that CUI has benefitted immensely from the 
scholarships and faculty development opportunities offered 
by Swedish universities. He said that CUI is improving 

educational services by deploying technology even in remote campuses through Hybrid Teaching. Opening of new 
campuses in the South of Pakistan in line with its federal mandate and with cooperation of the Higher Education 
Commission is also being planned.

Delegation from Hasselt University (HU) Belgium visits CUI-Lahore Campus
A high level delegation of Professors from Hasselt 
University (HU) Belgium led by its Vice Rector (Research) 
Prof. Dr Jean-Michel Rigo visited Lahore Campus of 
COMSATS University Islamabad on February 22, 2019. 
The delegation called on the Campus Director Prof. Dr. 
Qaiser Abbas, where the officers of campus International 
Office and heads of different academic departments were 
also present. The two sides exchanged views to identify the 
areas of interests to cooperate and collaborate in higher 
education and research between the two universities. The 
delegation visited various labs and departments at the 
campus and took keen interest in pursuing future 
collaborations in the areas of rehabilitation sciences. Both 
sides agreed to work jointly through exchanges of faculty, 
students, undertaking joint research programs and 
placement of students to pursue PhD at HU Belgium under 
split programs.
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Senior Lecturer, Western Sydney University Visits CUI 
On Friday, April 26, 2019, Ms. Aila Khan, Senior Lecturer 
and Academic Course Advisor, Western Sydney University 
visited COMSATS University Islamabad.  Ms. Khan 
represented the Business School at WSU. This visit was a 
follow up of the meeting with Ms. Sabeeh Qayyum, In-
Country Manager, Pakistan, Innovative Research 
Universities for promoting academic collaboration 
between CUI and Australian Universities. The purpose of 
the visit was to discuss ways of future collaboration and 
engagement activities between CUI and Western Sydney 
University. 

Head IO gave a brief presentation on CUI to familiarize the 
guest with various campuses, milestones, strengths and 
achievements of the university. Moreover, the Head IO shared that a concrete collaboration should be shaped 
between both universities in the form of student/faculty/staff exchange which was equally reciprocated by Ms. Khan. 
Head, IO also suggested that both sides should nominate two focal persons to take the academic cooperation ahead.

A three member delegation from the US Embassy, 
Islamabad visited CUI on February 6, 2019. The 
delegation was led by Mr. Mathew Singer, Country Cultural 
Affairs Attache, US Embassy, Islamabad accompanied by 
Ms. Nadia Kamran, Senior Cultural Affairs Specialist, 
Academic and Cultural Affairs, Head of Programs Team 
and Mr. Muhammad Ali Hashmi, Arts and Graphic 
Assistant. 

The delegates were shown COMSATS Arts Gallery where 
Ms. Farrah Mahmood, Associate Professor and Curator 
COMSATS Art Gallery showed her creative art works which 
were greatly appreciated.

Deputy Chief of Mission from Embassy of Japan Visits CUI Abbottabad
CUI, Abbottabad campus was honored on 12 April 2019 to 
have on campus, His Excellency Mr Yusuke Shindo, the 
Minster/Deputy Chief of Mission, at Embassy of Japan, 
Islamabad and Ms. Yukiko Ban, third Secretary for Public 
Affairs Section at Embassy of Japan, Islamabad. Mr Yusuke 
Shindo delivered his talk to more than 400 graduate and 
undergraduate students on “Japan, the people of Japan, it's 
culture, geography, educational history and Japanese 
economic assistance”.

His Excellency Mr Yusuke Shindo showed the student how 
the nation of Japan worked hard and attained the status of 
the world's top ranked economies. He said the Japanese 
children at very early age are taught to respect their elders 

and fellows. He asked from the audience if anyone knew 
about the day of independence of Japan, to which varied 
responses came. His Excellency explained that Japan never 
had an independence day. The country exists from the start 
of time and is located at an island which is much lesser in 
area as compared to Pakistan. Their first constitution of 7th 
century Japan said, “Harmony is to be valued”. Japan is a 
country where the rice was sold to finance the construction 
of an elementary school, by quoting the emperor of the 
time, he said, “If hundred sacks of rice are eaten, they are 
lost instantly, but if they are put towards education, they will 
become the ten-thousand or one million sacks of 
tomorrow.”
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Visit of Officials from US Embassy, Islamabad
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7th Global Forum on Islamic Finance (GFIF) 2019
The Center of Islamic Finance, established by COMSATS 
University Islamabad (CUI) Lahore campus organized the 
7th Global Forum on Islamic Finance (GFIF) on March 13 & 
14, 2019 at Pearl Continental Hotel, Lahore, Pakistan. GFIF 
is one of a kind Pakistani event attracting delegates from 
around the globe. It is a premier interdisciplinary platform 
for researchers, practitioners and academician to present 
and discuss the most recent innovations and trends as well 
as practical challenges encountered, and solutions 
adopted in the field of Islamic Banking and Finance. 
Leading researchers not only from Pakistan but a unique 
mix of unexcelled gurus of Islamic Finance from different 

parts of the world deliberated and enlightened the audience with their notions on this year's theme “Islamic Finance 
and Sustainable Development Goals”.

The event provides an opportune for dynamic collaboration among the national and international institutions and 
participants to foster research and capacity building in the area of Islamic economics and finance.

Events, Conferences, Seminars, Workshops & Talks
“Y. Not. U” holds a Training and Development Session for CUI Students
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To inculcate feelings of empathy and compassion in the students as well as to train them to believe in themselves, the 
International Office, CUI organized a training session titled “KNOW YOURSELF” by engaging with “Y.NOT.U” 
organization, on March 11, 2019.  The major topics covered were; self-discovery, self-actualization, individuality, 
living with integrity, standing up for our values and giving back.

Mr. Babar Abbas and Ms. Taeed Zehra, were the lead trainers for the event. The students displayed keen interest in the 

Annual International Conferences

In a formal meeting with Embassy Officials, The Head International Office (IO) CUI communicated his inclination 
towards working with the US Embassy. Ms. Farrah Mahmood also attended the meeting and introduced her thesis 
work on “Naqashi of the Maryam Zamani Mosque” and highlighted the importance of Heritage Preservation.  Mr. 
Mathew Singer shared that many funding opportunities will be announced in the field of Historic Preservation and 
Architecture which could be of great benefit to the faculty of CUI. 
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Joint Panel Discussion on “Reskilling for Jobs of the Future”
CUI in collaboration with the British Council, Pakistan 
organized UK Alumni get together and a stirring panel 
discussion on 'Reskilling for Jobs of the Future' on 6th of 
March 2019. In his welcome address, Prof. Dr. Junaid 
Mughal, In-charge Academics CUI, urged that it is the need 
of the hour to modify our present teaching methodologies 
and skills to keep up with the revolutionary times ahead.

Ms. Sarah Parvez, Head of Education and Skills at British 
Council Pakistan, was the moderator of the discussion. The 
panel consisted of Dr. Shahid A Khan, Dean, Faculty of 
Engineering, CUI; Ms. Humairah Jabeen, a 
Commonwealth Alumni having over 6 years' experience in 
the Energy and FMCG sector in the technical capacity and Mr. Faran Mahmood, an expert on SDGs with a full 
spectrum of advisory, policy, fund-raising and programme management experience on his palette in government, 
international and local development sectors. Dr. Shahid A Khan emphasized that though the expected digitalization is 
inspiring yet terrifying and that reskilling is the future demand and our youth must be trained for it.  Ms. Humairah 
spoke for the development, importance and need for the inculcation of non-cognitive skills and adaptability in our 
youth to equip them to face the challenges to come. Mr. Faran adding to the discussion said that it is highly likely that 
the linear model of education- employment and career may be disrupted by increased automation, artificial 
intelligence, robotics and internet of things for which all the instrumental sectors need to be prepared and which 
requires strong partnerships between policy makers, academia and industry.

CCRD Organized Talk by Dr. Wolfganag Kinzelbach
Centre for Climate Research and Development (CCRD), 
CUI hosted Prof. em. Dr. Wolfgang Kinzelbach from 
Institute of Environmental Engineering, ETH Zurich, 
Switzerland, for a talk titled, “How to Control Over 
Pumping of Aquifers”. The event was held on Tuesday, 23 
April 2019 in the Main Library Auditorium, CUI. Students 
from different departments attended.

Prof. Wolfgang Kinzelbach explained about environmental 
externalities of over pumping such as; drying up of streams 
and wetlands, die-off of phreatophytic vegetation and 
desertification, soil subsidence, irreversible decrease of 
storability, salt water intrusion and depletion of storage. He 
suggested about smart metering and control of pumping, 
control of surface water reservoir is simple compared to groundwater control which is notoriously difficult as there are 
hundreds and thousands of wells. Simple mechanical water meters are not viable as they are destroyed easily. 

various activities showing value of discipline, team work, sequencing and listening. The concepts of “learn unlearn 
relearn”, “comfort zone”, “Iceberg Illusion” and “Personal branding” were introduced through several videos and 
facilitative talks.

The International Office, CUI organized a training session for students titled, 'Perception vs Reality of Corporate Life 
and How to Prepare and Appear for an Interview” at Islamabad campus on April 09, 2019. The purpose of the session 
was to give an insight to the students into the realities of corporate life vs their expectations and to prepare them for 
interviews (dos and don'ts). 

A Session on,” Perception vs Reality of Corporate Life and How to Prepare and Appear for 
an Interview” 
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Training Session on “Strength Based Career 
Building”
A one hour training session on “Strength Based Career 
Building” was held at CUI on April 22, 2019. The session 
was designed to provide insight to the students into 
steering one's career in the right direction based on 
individual strengths.

Mr. Ali Anwer Adil, Director, Internal Audit, Fraud 
Management and Revenue Assurance at Zong, was the 
resource person for the training. The students took keen 
interest in the presentation which helped them in valuing 
the importance of understanding one's strengths to build 
a successful career. 

ESCON, 2019: International Conference on 
Environmental Toxicology and Health
The Department of Environmental Sciences, CUI, Vehari 
Campus in collaboration with Higher Education 
Commission, Islamabad, Pakistan organized three days 
“ESCON, 2019: International Conference on 
Environmental Toxicology and Health” from February 
25-27, 2019. 

In this international conference, abstracts were received 
from > 50 universities of Pakistan and 8 abstract from 
France, China, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Turkey, 
Malaysia, Korea and India.  A total of 281 abstracts 
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were received, out of these, 130 were selected for oral 
presentation in 15 different technical and scientific 
sessions. While 150 abstracts were selected for poster 
presentation. In addition to an abstract book, the 
proceedings of this conference will be published in 
special and dedicated issues of (i) Environmental 
Science and Pollution Research (IF 2.80) published by 
Springer and ( i i )  International Journal of 
Phytoremediation (IF 1.88) published by Taylor and 
Francis.

Seminar on “Narrowing the Gender Gap: 
Global Successes and Policy Considerations 
for the Pakistani Context”.
The Centre for Policy Studies, CUI organized a seminar 
on the topic: “Narrowing the Gender Gap: Global 
Successes and Policy Considerations for the Pakistani 
Context.” on March 6, 2019 at Video Conference Hall, 
Junaid Zaidi Library, Islamabad. The Aim of the seminar 
was to share knowledge about narrowing the gender 
gap by looking at the global successes and how their 
experience may be relevant in the Pakistani policy 
context.

The Presenters included Her Excellency Ms. Ingrid 
Johansson, Ambassador of Sweden, Ms. Siv Kaspersen, 
Chargé d' affaires, a,i, Royal Norwegian Embassy and 
Dr. Imran Syed, Head, Centre for Policy Studies, CUI 
Islamabad. The Seminar included a lively question-
answer session. The Knowledge shared during the 
seminar will promote an understanding of this important 
issue among students and faculty members of CUI. 

Muhammad Imran, CEO of Eminence Systems Pvt. Ltd 
was the resource person for the interactive session. The 
students took keen interest in the various activities which 
helped them in developing an understanding of the 
corporate life as well as, how to prepare and appear for 
the job interviews.  The information was shared through 
a very interesting and lucid presentation.
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The Centre for Policy Studies (CPS), CUI celebrated 
International Women Day on March 6, 2019 and a 
poster competition was organized in this milieu with the 
Slogan “Balance for Better”. 

The Students of Youngistan Society displayed posters 
with the aim to create awareness about the topic. Their 
poster images showed that a balanced world is a better 
world and how we can help forge a more gender-
balanced world. 

Ms. Siv Kaspersen, Chargé d' affaires, a,i. Royal 
Norwegian Embassy and H.E. Ms. Ingrid Johansson, 
Ambassador of Sweden viewed the posters and greatly 
appreciated the efforts of participating students. 

13

Afghan National Day Event "Payam e Subuh" 
Celebrated and Attended by CUI-LHR

On April 29th, a group of 120 Afghan students headed 
and coordinated by Ms. Saima Muzaffar, SCO; 
International Office, CUI Lahore attended Afghan 
National Day named, “Piyame Subuh” at Pak China 
Friendship Center Islamabad. The event was organized 
and arranged by HEC and proved to be very purposeful 
and valuable as thousands of Afghan students studying 
all over Pakistani universities came to attend their 
National Day and were very thrilled and enthusiastic. 
The event was graced by the honorable President of 
Pakistan Dr. Arif Alvi, Pak & Afghan Ambassadors, 
Chairman HEC, diplomats, VCs and many other 
dignitaries. After the speeches the event was followed by 
Afghan cultural dances and a musical gala 
performances by Ms. Tina Sani, Gul Panra, Laila Khan 
and other Pashto singers. 

Poster Competition to Celebrate International 
Women Day at CUI, Islamabad

Workshop on the Art of Negotiation in 
Diplomacy at the Foreign Service Academy

Dr. Aneel Salman, Head of the Management  Sciences 
Department and Dr. Waqas Maharvi, Assistant 
Professor, Managementn Sciences Department were 
invited by the Foreign Service Academy to conduct a 
workshop on, “The Art of Negotiation in Diplomacy” for 
senior Foreign Diplomats of the 27th Advance 
Diplomatic Course on March 12, 2019. It was an honor 
for the Department to be invited at the Graduation 
Ceremony of the Advanced Diplomatic Course.

Erasmus + Activities
CUI is making best efforts to fully tap and avail 
international mobilities available under Erasmus+ 
program. The mobilities always provide the participants 
an excellent opportunity to widen their perspective, 
improve their outlook and acquire intercultural skills and 
understanding. Overall for the university itself, these 
international mobilities have become a strong 
contributing factor towards the improvement of its 
overall international ranking.

One student mobility was availed at University of Cote 
D'Azur France while five faculty and staff mobilities were 
availed at Istanbul Sehir University, Turkey. On the other 
hand, three staff members from Istanbul Sehir 
University, Turkey, visited CUI with the purpose of 
exchanging experiences and sharing best practices. All 
these mobilities were fully funded under the Erasmus+ 
program of the EU.

Inward Mobilities
Istanbul Sehir University (ISU), Turkey, Comes 
Calling on CUI 
Mr. Cihan Cobanoglu, Head International Relations 
Office, Istanbul Sehir University, Turkey visited 
COMSATS University Islamabad (CUI), Lahore and 
Islamabad campuses from June 10 – 14, 2019. The visit 
was aimed at strengthening ongoing collaboration and 
further expanding such collaboration between the two 
universities. 

On June 10, 2019, the official called on Prof. Dr. Qaiser 
Abbas, Campus Director, CUI Lahore campus wherein 
current collaboration between the two universities was 
discussed. The Campus Director gave historical preview 
of the campus and ongoing academic activities of the 
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A Two-member Delegation from Istanbul 
Sehir University, Turkey visited CUI
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Outward Mobility Program with Istanbul Sehir 
University (ISU), Turkey

Dr. Nadia Nawaz, Associate Professor, Department of 
Electrical and Computer Engineering, CUI Wah Campus 
visited Istanbul Sehir University, Istanbul, Turkey, under 
Erasmus+ Teaching Mobility Program 2019-2020; 
where she got an opportunity to meet senior professors 
and discussed various possible joint collaborative 
research opportunities and establishment of other 
gainful academic linkages between CUI and Istanbul 
Sehir University.

campus. It was also agreed that ISU will participate in the 
upcoming Pak-China Business Forum.

At Islamabad Campus on June 14th, 2019, the delegate 
met with the Head International Office CUI, Mr. Ali 
Tawab Baloch and his team. Current efforts of 
collaboration between the two universities were 
discussed in length.

Mr. Cobanoglu gave a detailed presentation on ISU 
including its internationalization agenda, vision and 
roadmap strategy. An eleven point follow up agenda 
was agreed between CUI and ISU on the eve of the visit.

A two-member delegation from Istanbul Sehir University 
Turkey, visited COMSATS University Islamabad, from 
June 24 – 28, 2019. The delegation comprised of two 
staff members namely Mr. Mesut Yilmaz, Collection 
Manager Library and Mr. Adem Baba, Education 
Program Coordinator at the Lifelong Learning Centre. 
The delegates came with a five days program which 
included interaction with relevant CUI officials from 
International Office, Library, Office of Research 
Innovation and Commercialization and Faculty 
Development Academy. The delegates also visited 
academic departments & research labs. They visited CUI 
campuses in Islamabad, Wah and Lahore.

The visit of the delegation from Istanbul Sehir University 
Turkey provided an excellent opportunity to build 
confidence and do networking between the officials of 

the two universities. It will go a long way to further the 
close association that is beginning to take off between 
both universities.

Outward Mobilities

Beenish Bashir, a PhD 
student of CUI got accepted 
at Universite Cote d'Azur 
(UCA)  France  under  
ERASMUS+ICM 2017-PhD 
mobility in Nice. She will be 
pursuing her research for 
t h r e e  m o n t h s  o n  
“A u t o m a t e d  Tr a d i n g  
Strategies and Feature 
Extraction: A Comparative 

Analysis of Traditional and Soft Computing Techniques 
in Financial Markets”.

Student Acceptance under Erasmus+ICM at 
Universite Cote d'Azur (UCA) France
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CUI Faculty Members at Istanbul Sehir University

Three faculty members from Electrical Engineering 
department CUI Islamabad travelled to Istanbul Sehir 
University (ISU) under Erasmus+ Mobility Program. 

Prof. Dr. Shahzad A Malik and Dr. Qadeer ul Hasan went 
on teaching mobility to ISU while Mr. Khan Ahsan Habib 
left on a training mobility to ISU.

CAG Activity
 “ The World from My Eyes”-A Group Exhibition

A group exhibition titled “The World from My Eyes” 
opened at COMSATS Art Gallery (CAG) of COMSATS 
University Islamabad on Friday 5th April, 2019 
inaugurated by Country Cultural Counsellor for US 
Embassy Mr. Matthew Singer and was attended by people 
from all walks of life.

Farrah (the curator) explained that the exhibition aims at 
bringing together the works of female artists to show the 
strength of women. The participating artists, designers 
and architects are not only artists but also belong to 
academia. Their art works represent their experiences, 
how an artist perceives and transforms the world within 
them. They dream about their work and passion. “The 
World from my Eyes” is a show which reflects how they 
worked with deep heart. 

Speaking at the occasion Country Cultural Counselor Mr. 
Matthew Singer appreciated the work done by all female 
artists. He said it makes him ultimately happy to see 
women emerging as strength in this region. He 
encouraged the artists on expressing their views using art 
works and showing the audience the World through their 
eyes. He congratulated COMSATS Art Gallery on 

bringing an all-female exhibition together and said such 
platforms should be provided to women all across 
Pakistan to express their thought and vision through art. 

Vote of thanks was given by the Founder Rector 
COMSATS University Islamabad, Dr. S.M. Junaid Zaidi. 
He thanked the Chief Guest Mr. Matthew Singer for 
sparing out time and encouraging the artists for their 
splendid work and asked him to look for chances of US-
Pak artist exchange programs. He also praised the work 
of the artists and their enthusiasm for promoting soft 
image of Pakistan. 

From the Diaries of 
Foreign Faculty at CUI

I  s ta r ted  work ing  in  
COMSATS in 2006. My 
teaching experience as a 
physicist at CUI has been 
amazing and memorable. 
During my stay, I found 
Islamabad very exciting.  
T h e  y e a r s  s p e n t  i n  
I s l a m a b a d  w e r e  
unforgettable. While at CUI, 
I  a t t e n d e d  m a n y  
international conferences, 
made many friends and 
travelled with students and 
colleagues to different 

famous places across Pakistan. My friends, colleagues 
and students helped me through and through. 

I can never forget another great person of Pakistan, the 
former rector and creator of today's CUI, Dr. Junaid Zaidi 
Sahib and his team, who has been honored as the 
Founder Rector CUI. Coming back to CUI after 9 years, I 
observed that the university has grown tremendously, 
both in teaching and research, owing it to its today's 
leaders, Prof. Dr. Raheel Qamar Sahib, Arshad Saleem 
Bhatti Sahib, other professors, officials, faculty members 
and administrative staff. I only have uncountable fond 
memories of CUI; Pakistan and Pakistanis. I consider 
myself to be very fortunate to have spent 5 years in 
Pakistan. 

May THE ALMIGHTY ALLAH bring prosperity to this land 
and Long Live Azerbaijan-Pakistan brotherhood and 
friendship!

Dr. Yashar Huseynaliyev, Former HEC 
Foreign Professor at CUI
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Views of CUI International Students

Prem Thapamagar from Nepal

Dr. Joseph Pasky Ngameni from Cameroon

Visiting Foreign Faculty 

Department of Mathematics, CUI Lahore Campus invited Dr. Stefano Luzzato, and Professor Emanual Carneiro, ICTP, 
Italy under the Visiting Foreign Faculty Hiring Program of HEC for two weeks visits during the month of February and 
March, 2019. Their visits are coordinated under “ICTP – CUI Joint Training & Research Program in Mathematics”.  
Main objective of the program is to provide quality education from world best faculty of ICTP to the students of local 
universities. This venture is strengthening mathematical learning and research skills of Pakistani graduate students.

Furthermore, Professor Mateus Sousa, Researcher, LMU Munich, Germany has also visited Department of 
Mathematics, CUI Lahore Campus for two weeks in March, 2019.

I must say that COMSATS University excels in academics and provides a conducive 
environment for studying. I will always remember the love and support my lecturers 
offered and the efforts they exerted to ensure that I understood everything they taught 
which led me to become the topper of my batch. Another significant learning experience 
for me came from my enrollment in COMSATS' Internship Program at COMSATS 
Headquarter. I worked there as an intern for two and a half years. From editing, 
proofreading articles to drafting reports on S & T activities, from studying the financial 
reports of COMSATS to analyzing the funding mechanisms of global funding agencies, I 
learnt a lot under the mentorship of professionals at COMSATS Headquarter.

Four years have passed by in a flash, and now I am sitting on my couch right in 
Kathmandu, reminiscing those moments as a beloved guest in Pakistan and a friend who 
will be remembered by and stay in the hearts of many Pakistani friends. I have been 

further nourished, nurtured and groomed by CUI and Pakistan and have been made into the person I am today.

CUI is one of the best universities in Pakistan, with standard research output, qualified 
faculty in all disciplines and a very friendly team of International Admissions Unit which is 
part of the university's International Office. The supervisors and lecturers at CUI are very 
experienced, approachable and are willing to help at all times. They relate very well with 
their students. 

CUI students are quite welcoming and accommodating, and made it very easy for me to 
fit in as a foreigner. It was actually fun hanging out with them. 

I met many people from different backgrounds and learnt about new culture and norms 
of Pakistan. My stay and study period in Pakistan has been very pleasant and a successful. 
I thank CUI for providing me with this opportunity of completing my research. Long Live 
CUI!

Dr. Ngameni's believes in contributing to humanity for a better living and this is his life goal.

Printed September 2019
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